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MANUFACTURERS OF 


WINCHESTER 


REPEATING FIRE ARMS FOR MILITARY AND SPORTING PURPOSES. 
AND EVERY VARIETY OF METALLIC CARTRIDGES. 
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Special Attention: Given to Government Contracts. 
HAVING UNSURPASSED FACILITIES IN BOTH DEPARTMENTS, ARE PREPARED TO CONTRACT FOR THE DAILY DELIVERY OF 


250 Repeating Rifles, 1.000,000 Military Sia and 600,000 @ Sporting Cartridges. 





FOR ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE AND PRICE LIST ADDRESS 


WINCHESTER REPEATING ARMS CO., 


NEW HAVEN, CONN., U.S. A. 
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HOUSE ESTABLISHED 1810. 





We take great pleasure in notifying our friends in the ARMY AND NAVY, 


THAT WE HAVE SUCCEEDED,TO THE BUSINESS OF 


MESSRS. BALL, BLACK & CO, 


AND ARE PREPARED TO FURNISH THE BEST OF GOODS IN 


Diamonds, Jewelry, Silverware, Watches, Ete. 


AT PRICES WHICH WILL COMPARE FAVORABLY WITH ANY OTHER HOUSE IN THE COUNTRY. 


bshdy 


We shall endeavor by industry and integrity to maintain the high reputation se long enjoyed by our predecessors, and hope te Ram a’ fair share ot 


fests: BLACK, STARR & FROST, ss « 507 sroapway. 


Officers can have their CLASS-RINGS duplicated, in case of loss st short notice, a8 we have models for many years ot the WEST POINT AND 


ANNAPOLIS RINGS. 
ORDERS BY MAIL WILL RECEIVE PARTICULAR AND PROMPT ATTENTION. 
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HOWES & COMPANY, 
Bankers, No. 6 Wall st., N. Y., Transact 
a general banking business. Interest on 
balances at Four per cent. per annum. 
Registered and coupon interest on U.S. 
and Railroad Bonds collected free of 
charge. Bills of Exchange on Europe. 

L. T. HOWES, F. A. HOWES, 


Lats or U. S. Army. Late or U. 8S. Navr 


ORANCE SPORTING POWDER. 


Orange Lightning Powder. 


The strongest and cleanest Powder made. Nos.1tc7. Packed 
only in sealed one = canisters. The coarser sizes especially 
owners of fine breech-loading guna, giving 
great penetration with very slight recoil. 


Orange Ducking Powder. 
For Water-fowl. Very strong and clean. Nos.1to5. Packed 
in metal kegs of 6% Ibs. each, and canisters of 1 and 5 pounds. 


Orange Rifle Powder. 

The best for rifles and for all ordinary pugppece. Sizes FG, 
FFG, and FFFG, the last being the finest. ed in wood and 
an noes 25 Ibs., 123g Ibs., and 64¢ Ibs., and in canisters of 

bh. and ‘ys Ib, 

All of the above give high velocities, and less residuum than 
any other brands made. 

Military Powder. 

The Mititary Powper made by this Company is extensively 
used and highly approved by the U.S. Government, and ex- 
clusively u by the Russian Government for their cartricges 
made in this ent" 

MAMMOTH, CANNON, MORTAR, MUSKET and CART- 
RIDGE Powder made to any desired standard. Packed in wood 
or metal kages of 100 Ibs. orless. Biastine, Minine and 
Sutrpine Powder of all grades and sizes packed in wood or 
metal kegs of 251bs. Great care is taken in casing and packing 
Powder for export. 

SATETY FUSE AND ELECTRICAL BLASTING APPARATUS 


LAFLIN & RAND POWDER COMPANY. 


21 Park Row, New York, 


Sole proprietors and manufacturers of the celebrated ORANGE 
brand of GUN POWDER. Recommended and used hy Captain 
A. H. Bogarpvs, the ‘* Champion Wing Shot of the World”’ 











KENILWORTH, NEW JERSEY. 


New town on Camden and Amboy Railroad, only five miles in 
an air line from Market Street wharf, Philadelphia, and on the 
pene River almost directly opposite the Frankford Arsenal 
in that city. 

Fine view of the city from all the lots offered for sale. Only 
28 minutes by ferry and rail from Market Street wharf, Phila- 
delphia. Fare by monthly tickets 8 1-3 cents, this includes the 
ferriage. Gentlemen can leave Philadelphia on 12 M. train, 
dine at Kenilworth, and be in the city again in 80 minutes from 
time of leaving there, 12 M. 

Retired officers will find this an econofrical and delightful 
place for a residence. Thcse lots are a good investment 10 hold 
permanently, or with reference to the Centennial Exposition. 
A few lots will be sold on monthly instalments, or exehanged. 
For particulers apply to the owner, 

GIFFORD J. MAXWELL, 
Real Estate Broker, 
306 South 10th St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Mortgages negotiated. Real Estate sold or exchanged. Col- 
lections made, &c. 





REFERENCES: 
Geo. B. Rosgerts, First Vice President Pa. R.R. 
ArTaUR GQ. Corrtx, Prest. North American Insurance Co. 
Wicuiam M. Warraker, Iron Merchant, 52 North Front st. 


THOMAS H. NORTON, 


Financial and Business Agent, U.S. A., 
No. 1160 MAIN STREET, 


Wueretine, W. Va. 


Negotiates Loans, Buys and Sells all kinds of Securities, 
makes advances upon Officers’ accounts at reasonable rates, and 
transacts a General Financial business. The interests of cor- 
respondents carefully regarded, and their wishes promptly and 
faithfully executed. 

[ #PORTANT TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS 
Great Reduction of Terms in the Celebrated 
Academy of the Winttaston 
At Mount de Chantral, near Wheeling, W. Va. 
Board and Tuition in the entire English and French Course. 
Bed and Bedding, Washing and Mending, Lights and 
Fucl, Stationery and Doctor's Fees, per annum........ 


o Lesson BD OM ccc 0c cde tg GCap eee ccc cece Side cece 
a more “laverable terms may be made, where two or more 


sisterssimultaneously attend the school. For further particulars, 

apply for the Prospectus of the Academy. 
REFERENCES BY SPECIAL AGREEMENT. 

¢Jeneral Sherman, U. 8. Army, and lady, Washington, D.C. ; 

Admiral David D. Porter, U. 8.'N., Washington, D. C. ; Major_ 

@eneral G. G. Meade, U. 8. army, Philadel hia; Gener George 

Sykes, U.S. Army ; Brigadier-General I. N. Palmer, U. 8. Army’ 

Bri er-General L. P, Graham, U. 8. Army 


jer-General Wm. M. Graham, U. 8. Army ; Mrs. Admiral 
Gobigren Wasb ngton, D. C.: General & D. Sturges, U. 3. 


“WILLIAM CONARD, 


(Late Chief of Paymaster’s Division, 4th Auditor's fiice,) 
Accountant and Claim Agent. 
NAVAL CLAIMS A SPECIALTY. 


Prize Money, Bounty, Pensions, Back Pay, etc. 
All kinds of business attended to promptly, for moderate 


harges. 
P. 0. Box 612, Office, 1427 F Street, Washington, D. C. 








CAPTAIN OF INFANTRY, promoted in 1864, whose Regi- 

ment is serving in the Department of Dakota, wishes to 
transfer into a regiment, of any arm of the Service serving on 
the sea-coast or in the South or South-west. Address Transfer, 
care of ARMY AND Navy JOURNAL. 


Vasity Fair for Meerschaum and Cigarette. See Advertisement. 








ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL 





FOR 


ARPAN AND’ CHINA. | SU5SCRIPTION, 





Dec, 11, 1875 


Publication Office, 23 Murray St. 
SIX DOLLARS A YEAR. 











Sailing from ce No. 42 North River. For ASPINWALL: | ~~ 


OF NEW YORK............-_.--; Oct. 30, 12 x. 


* Gonect my S American and Pacific ports 
EXC ON ian ee EXPOS ION and 
mks 3 Tickets ou $221, Gold. 
From SAN . for JAPAN and CHINA: 


Res Mile Faye day, Nov. 1 


Steamshi ; KIO on i 
FROM SAN FRANCISCO FOR AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEA- 
VIA HONOLULJ, 8S. L.: 

. Wednesday, Nov. 10. 














‘Rares or ADVERTISING. =: er 
Twelve Lines Nonpareil to an Inch Space. 


Single Insertion......... .........++ $0.25 per line space, 
Four Insertions...... -........s0.+0 — = 
Thirteen Insertions....... ico Hitt Oa * 
Twenty-six Insertions.............. at sa 
Fifty-two Insertions...............- —_—- - « 


EDITORIAL PAGE. 


ale Se ae 

For freight or passage apply at pier 42 North River. ‘ Advertising Column.. ........-...2---+- 40 cents per line space 
. od. BOELES, Sapeatontens. W. C. & F. P. CHURCH, Publishers, 

Eee ———— a 23 Murray Street, New York. 





** The jsirst attempt at a full and connected military 
history of the whole war.”—Tue Nation, New York. 
HiIisTORY 


OF THE 


CIVIL WAR IN AMERICA. 


THE ARMY. 


Utysses 8. GRANT, 
President and C der-in- Chief. 











WAR DEPARTMENT. 
W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War. 
Brigadier-General E. D, Townsend, Adjutant-Generai, 
G. O. No. 99, Wasurneron, Dec. 1, 1875. 
Major Henry Goodfellow, Judge-Advocate, will re- 


BY port to the Secretary of War for duty, to relieve Briga- 


dier-General Wm. McK. Dunn, who will assume his 


THE COMTE DE PARIS duties as Judge-Advocate-General of the Army. 


Translated with the approval of the author, 





G. O. No. 100, WasuHtnaton, Dec. 2, 1875. 
The following decision as to the status of Acting 


By Lours F. Tasistno: Assistant Surgeons is published for the information 
Edited by Henry Coprée, LL.D. and government of all concerned: Acting Assistant 


Surgeons are entitled to the same protection in their 


VOLUME I. positions, also to the same respectful subordinate con- 


duct and tothe sume military courtesy, from the en- 


(Embracing without abridgment the first two volumes listed men as would be the case if they were commis- 


of the French edition. ) i t Or 

’ P ; sioned officers. They are placed in the position of 

With Maps in three colors, faithfully re-engraved | commissioned officers, so far as relates to their duties 
from the originals.. - as surgeons, by the United States Government. 





8vo, Cloth, $3.50 ; Sheep, Library Style, $4.50; Half Casualties among the Commissioned Officers of the U. 5. 


Turkey Morocco, $6.00. 





VROM GENERAL SHERMAN. 


Army reported to the Adjutant-General’'s Office during 
the week ending Saturday, December 4, 1875. 


Colonel] Alvan C. Gillem, First Cavalry—Died De- 


cember 2, 1875, at his residence, near Nashville, Tenn. 


Second Lieutenant Thomas M. Willey, Sixth Infan- 


Cannot but pame most valuable and interesting to the Ameri- try—Resigned November 30, 1875. 


can reader. am certain the Count of Paris has acquitted 
himself of his difficult task in a spirit of fairness and candor, 


Post Chaplain Zachariah Ragan—Vied November 


and with a desire todo justice to the complicated nature of our 27. 1875. at Steubenville, Ohio 
mt, , . 


war. I surely will hail your translation and beg to subscribe for 
a full copy in advance. W. T. SuHerman, General. 





FROM THE NATION, NEW YORK. 
(In a review of the firet two French volumes.) 


We muet not, on account of the author’s short service as an 
aide-de-camp on General McClellan's staff, prejudge this book to 
be an account of his nal services and a plea for General Mc- 





Changes of Stations of Troops "reported to the Adjutant. 


General's Office during the week ending Saturday, 
December 4, 1875. 


Headquarters Ninth Cavalry, from Fort Clark, 


Texas. Send mail to Santa Fé, N. M. 


Headquarters and Company K, First Artillery, from 


CleliSan. uch is fur from being the case. He writes of the entire Charleston, 8. C., to Fort Adams, R. I 
. = *? ? e Se 


war, east and west, after years of study on all its details and from 
every authority available: and General MeCilellan early comes in 


Company B, First Artillery, from St. Augustine, 


for sharp censure for his inaction in October, 1861, when “ he| Fja., to Fort Adams, R. I. 


lost the best opportnnity he ever had for commencing a succesaful 
and decisive campaign.” . . Inthe tirst volume (of the French) the 
only action described of any oonsequence is the battle of Bull 
Run; but this volume is, pertups, the most valuable of all, inas- 


Company E, First Artillery, from Key West, Fla., 


to Fort Adams, R. I. 


Company F, First Artillery, from Fort Barrancas, 


much as it contains an elabe.rate criticism of our system of a Fla.. to Fort Adams, R. I 
7 » Bee Be 


small regular army suppleme nted in time of need by immense 
numbers of volunteers, and this criticism is from one accus- 


Company C, First Artillery, from St. Augustine, 


tomed all his life to, and tharoughly familiar with, the organiza- | Fla., to Fort Trumbull, Conn. 


tion and methods of European armies. He quickly seizes upon 


Company M, First Artillery, from Fort Barrancas, 


the salient military features of the war, which we conceive to Fla., to Fort Trumbull, Conn. 


be, first, the importance of the railroads, this being the first 
great war in which they were employed; and, second, the effect 


Company A, First Artillery, from Fort Barrancas, 


of the nature of the country fought over upon the grand Fla., to Fort Warren, Mass. 


tactics necessarily employed. .... The History of the 
Regular Army is carefully aud accurately presented. Be- 


P 


‘oint, the Army is followed through the war of 1812—‘‘ which 


only ee os the fact, which has been so many times since Fia., to Fort Independence, 


on the suil of America the defensive is easy, the 
offensive difficult, to sustain’’—throngh the swamps of Florida, 


Company I, First Artillery, from Key West,  Fia., 


inning with a description of the course of study at .West| to Fort Warren, Mass. 


Company L, First  nomeng from Fort Barrancas, 
ass. 
Company H, First Artillery, from Charleston, 8. C., 


the war with Mexico, and the dreary service on the plains... .. to Fort Preble, Me. 


The rest of the volume—(the second French)—is devoted to the 


Company D, First Artillery, from Savanna, Ga., to 


earliest of thé combined lanc¢i and naval expeditions, the move- 
= Plattsburg Barracks, N. Y. 


ments of Admiral! Foote’s flzet in the West, the Roanoke ex- 
pedition, and the purely raval combat in Hampton Roads. With 


Company H, Third Artillery, from Fort Warren, 


the account of this last mome ntous engagement—the first in the Mass.. to Madison Barracks 
“, ’ 


world’s history between ar.nored shi the second . volume 
closes. If those which are to succeed it are composed in the 


Company G, Fifth Artillery, from Fort ‘Barrancas, 


same clear and comprehensive manner, we sha!l undoubtedly | Fla., to Key West, Fla. 


have the best history yet written of the military operations of 


Company M, Fifth Artillery, from Key West, Fla., 


the war. The list of kindred works is still meagre. ... . Far to Fort Barrancas, Fla. 


above all these—(Pollard’s, General Johnston's, Swinton’s, 
Badeau’s, De Trobriand’s, Headley’, Greeley’s, Draper’s, Colo- 


Company A, Second Infantry,’from Atlanta, Ga, to 


uel Fletcher's, Colonel Hamley’s, Colonel Chesney’s)—in preten- Livingston, Ala 
’ . 


sion, and so farin accomplishm:mt, stands the work of the Count 
of Paris, the first attempt at a fudl and connected military history 


Company H, Second Infantry, from Livingston, 


of the whole war. Ala., to Atlanta, Ga. 


Company E, Third Infantry, from Coushatta, La., 


FROM THE SATURDAY REVIEW, LONDON, ENGLAND. | to Jackson Barracks, La. 


(In a review of the first two French volumes.) 
Neb., to 


He describes the contenting Sescge with the power of a mili- 
tary critic who adds practical knowledge of the subject of which 
he treats to a theorist’s breadth of view... .. The passage of 
the Count's work,already quoted, proves sufficiently the keenness 
of hie observation: but the strength of this volume, as before 


Company F, Ninth Infantry, from Camp Sheridan, 
ort Laramie, Wy. T. 
Posts Discontinued.—Cousbatta, ‘La. 





ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL DRDERS. 


noted, lies, above all, in his just appreciation of the historic Issued from the War tment. Adjutant-Gener: Office, for 
Depar A x ce, 


causes out of which grew the peculiarities of the American 
armies. It is difficult, within our limits, to do justice to his 
treatment of this hitherto virgin subject. .... This is but one 
of many examples of the research and knowledge of the author, 
of whose ry chapters we can but repeat that, though 





troducto 
incenesa in iy one me - prea readers, they — such “ officers of the 
contribution to the study of American military history as sol- : : F : 
diers of every country, and the Americans themselves above all, a by pe D> coat erhene “p ba = ak —— 
the Commanding General See of the South for’ 


have reason to be sincerely grateful for. ... . Excellent is his 
account of the reorganization of the beaten Army of the North 


under McClellan after Bull Run..... With these words the i 2, 
Count closes the present instalment of his work, and prepares So Guano be | yey Assistant Quartermaster 
% - os ’ fo 


us to look with interest for its continuation. Of its merits as a |‘ 
military history we have already eaid much, and few readers will | 18 
be found to dispute them. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


will report in person to the Commanding Officer De- 


J. H. COATES & CO., Publishers, partment of Arizona for assignment to duty as Post 
Quartermaster at Camp Grant, Arizona T. 


” 
the week ending December 7, 1815. 
Wednesday, December 1. 


The following changes in the” stations and duties of 
Cuartermaster’s Department are made: 


uartermaster at Atlanta,, 


relieved from duty in the Department of Texas and’ 





Discharged.—Sergeant Joseph E. Cook, General Ser- 


vice, U. 8. A., iv the office of the Chief Signal Otticer 


* * i 
«* For sale by all booksellers, or sent by mail, of the Army. 





postpaid, on receipt of price. | 
SEE THE JOURNAL OF NOVEMBER 13. 


On the recommendation of the Chief of Ordnance, 


the following assignment and change of stations of 
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Dee. 11, 1875. 
officers of the Ordrance Department are announced: 
Captain C. Comly, in addition to his present duties as 
commanding officer, San Antonio Arsenal, will report 
to the Commanding General Department of Texas for 
duty as Chief Ordnance Officer of that Department. 
Captain F. H. Phipps is relieved from duty at Frank- 
ford Arsenal and will report in person to the Com- 
manding General Department of the Gulf for duty as 
Chief Ordnance Officer of that Department. 

Leave of absence for six months on Surgeon’s certi- 
ficate of disability is granted Me e- Henry A. Ellis, 
Fifteenth Infantry (Fort Union, N. M.), with permis- 
sion to leave the Department of the Missouri. 

Leave of . absence for six months is granted Captain 
somes W. Powell, Jr., Sixth Infantry (Fort Buford, 

4 A 


Thursday, December 2. 


The sum of $31.57 will be stopped from the pay of 
Colonel O. B. Willcox, Twelfth Infantry, on account 
ef clothing issued to Patrick Sheridan, a discharged 
soldier, en route to the Soldiers’ Home, District of 
Columbia, by First Lieutenant D. J. Craigie, Twelfth 
Infantry, A. A. Q. M., in compliance with an order 
dated January 11, 1875, from Colonel Willcox, as com- 
manding officer Post of Angel Island, Cal., said order 
having teen issued without proper authority. The 
amount thus stopped will be deposited to the credit of 
the appropriation for clothing and equipage for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1875. 

The sum of $8.20 will be stopped from the pay of 
Lieutenant-Colonel A. D. Nelson, Twelfth Infantry, 
on account of clothing issued to John Leonard, a dis- 
charged soldier, en route to the Soldiers’ Home, Dis- 
trict of Columbia, by First Lieutenant D. J. Craigie, 
Twelfth Infantry, A. A. Q. M., in compliancé with an 
order dated July 18, 1874, from Lieutenant-Colonel 
Nelson, as commaniling officer Post of Angel Island, 
Cal., said order having been issued without proper 
authority. The amount thus stopped will be deposited 
to the credit of the appropriation for clothing and 
equipage for the fiscal year ending June 80, 1875. 

Transferred.—Private Peter Arnold, I, Twenty-third 
Infantry, Camp Apache, A. T., to K, Eighth Infantry. 

Assistant Surgeon Augustus A. Yeomans will report 
in person without delay to the commanding officer 
Columbus Barracks, Ohio, to accompany a detachment 
of recruits to the Department of Texas, as directed in 
telegram of the ist instant from this office On the 
completion of this duty he will report to the Com- 
manding General Department of Texas for assignment 
to duty, as directed in 8. O. No. 288, Nov. 27, 1875, 
from this office. 

The leave of absence granted First Lieutenant W. 
M. Wallace, Sixth Cavalry, in 8. O. No. 134, Nov. 23, 
1875, from Headquarters Mounted Recruiting Service, 
St. Louis Barracks, Mo., is extended, as directed in 
telegram of the 1st instant from this office, until his 
recruiting station is designated by the Superintendent 
Mounted Recruiting Service. 

Friday, December 3. 


A general Court-martial is hereby appointed to meet 
at Willet’s Point, N. Y. H., on the 8th day of Decem- 
ber, 1875, or as soon thereafter as practicable, for the 
trial of Second Class Private Peter Forton, Company 
C, Battalion of Engineers, and such other prisoners as 
may be brought before it. Detail for the court: Cap- 
tein W. R. Livermore; First Lieutenants B. D. 
Greene, E. W. Bass; Second Lieutenants H. 8S. Taber, 
W. T. Rossell, 'T. W. Symons, 8. 8S. Leach. First 
Lieutenant James Mercur, Judge-Advocate of the 
Court, all of the Corps of Engineers. 

Discharged.—Private William Klein, Band of the 
Twenty-second Infantry, now with his command; 
Hospital Steward Charles Raleigh, U. 8. Army, West 
Point, N. Y. 

The Superintendent General Recruiting Service will 
cause 90 recruits to be prepared and forwarded, under 
proper charge, to Fort Union, N. M. (via Fort Lyon, 
C. T.), where they will be reported upon arrival to the 
Commanding General Department of tae Missouri for 
assignment to the Fifteenth Infantry. The Quarter- 
master’s Department will furnish the necessary trans- 


‘portation. 


Leave of abserce for six months, from December 1, 
1875, on Surgeon’s certificate ot disability, is granted 
Second Lieutenant C. A. H. McCauley, Third Artil- 
lery, with permission to go beyond sea. 

Saturday, December 4. 


Discharged.—Private Abraham 8. Hart, General Ser- 
vice, U. 8. Army, Fort Leavenworth, Kas.; Recruits 
Robert Rourke and Roger Frain, Mounted Service, U. 
S. Army, St. Louis Barracks, Mo. 

Par. 2, 8. O. No. 217, October 26, 1875, from this 
office, directing the transfer of certain military prison- 
ers from the Missouri to the Kansas State Penitentiary, 
which was suspended by telegram of Nov. 2, 1875, 
from this Office, will be executed. 

Captain Caleb R. Layton, Sixteenth Infantry, is re- 
lieved as Judge-Advocate of the General Court-martial 
appointed to meet at Newport Barracks, Ky., by S. O. 
No. 212, October 20, 1875, from this office, and Capt. 
B. B. Keeler, Eighteenth Infantry, is detailed as Judge- 
Advocate of said Court. 

At the request of Colonel O. E. Babcock, Corps of 
Engineers, U. 8. Army, a Court of Inquiry will assem- 
ble at Chicago, Ill., Thursday, December 9, 1875, or 
as soon thereafter as practicable, to investigate certain 
charges alleged against him in the course of a recent 
trial before the U. 8. Court in St. Louis, Mo. The 
Court will consist of—Lieutenant-General P. H. Sheri- 
dian, U. 8. Army; Major-General W. 8S. Hancuck, U. 
8. Army; Brigadier-General A. H. Terry, U. 8. Army. 
Major A. B. Gardner, Judge-Advocate, is appointed 
Judgt-Adyocate of the Ceurt. The Court will report 
the facts as found and give an opinion in the case. 


Monday, December 6. ; 
Leave of absence for eight months, with permis- 
sion to go beyond sea, is granted Major A. R. Buffing- 





ton, Ordnance Department (Allegheny Arsenal, Penn). 


fantry, now with his command, 

Private Patrick Neilan, G, Fifth Artillery, now at 
Plattsburg Barracks, New York, is transferred to the 
First Artillery, to date December 1, 1875, and will re- 
main at VPlattsburg Barracks, New York, to await 
the arrival of the latter reziment at that post. The 
commanding officer will assiga him to acompany. 

Private WiJliam H. Rathburn, Genera! Service U 
8. Army, who enlisted September 19, 1871, deserted 
on or about August 21, 1872, surrendered October 29, 
1875, to the military authorities at Fort Ontario, New 
York, is restored to duty withcut trial and transferred 
to F, Third Artillery. 

Private Joseph Stokes, alias Joseph Smith, C, 
Fourth Infantry, now in confinement with his com- 
mand, will be released from confinement and dis- 
charged the service of the United States without 
character, under par. 1371, Revised U. 8. Army Regu- 
lations of 1863, on receipt uf this order at the place 
where he may be confined. 


Tuesday, December 7. 


Di:charged.—Private Albert T. Carter, F, Seventh 
Infantry, now with his command. 

First Lieutenant Sidney E. Clark, R. Q. M., Second 
Infantry, will relieve First Lieutenant George 8. Hoyt, 
Eighteenth Infantry, of the charge of the National 
Cemeteries at Marietta and Andersonville, Ga. Lieu- 
tenant Hoyt will transfer to Lieutenant Clark all the 
property, funds, and records in his possession pertain- 
ing to the cemeteries named. 

fajor V. K. Hart, Fifth Cavalry, will report for 
duty in connection with the International Exhibition 
of 1876, to Major 8. C. Lyford, Ordnance Department, 
Chairman of Board on behalf of the U. 8S. Executive 
Departments. 

Lransportation to enter the Soldiers’ Home.—Furnished 
Owen Pheeney, late private, A, Fifth Infantry, from 
Leavenworth, Kas.,to Washington. 








GENERAL COURT-MARTIAL ORDERS. 


G. C.-M. O. No. 90, Nov. 15.—Approves proceed- 
ings, etc., of court-martial, of which First Lieutenant 
Geo. 8. Grimes, Second Artillery, Acting Signal of- 
ficer is president, in case of private Ellum L. Robinson, 
Signal Service, U. S. Army, sentenced to forfeiture of 
$5 and five days confinement for violation of 17th and 
62d Articles of War. No. 91, Nov. 15, 1875, approves 
proceedings, etc., of court-martial of which Captain 
Chas. W. Raymond, Corps of Engineers, U. 8S. Army, 
is president, in case of Corporal Frank E. Moore, sen- 
tenced to be reduced to the ranks and forfeit $15 for 
‘* Neglect of Duty,” etc. 

G. C.-M. O. No. 94, Washington, Nov. 15, 1875.— 
Before a General Court-martial at Fort Brown, Texas, 
Sept. 3, 1875, of which Major H. C. Merriam, Twen- 
y Arsene y Infantry, is president, was tried—Private 

ichard Crumble, Company G, Ninth Cavalry. Charge 
I.—‘* Absence without leave.” Charge Il.—‘‘ Con- 
duct prejudicial to good order and military discipline.” 
Charge 1{1.—‘‘ Violation of the 21st Article of War.” 
Charge IV.—‘‘ Theft, to the prejudice of good order 
and military discipline.” Charge V.—‘ Desertion.” 
Finding—Guilty of all the charges. Sentence, ‘‘To 
be shot, two-thirds of the members of the court con- 
curring.” The proceedings in the case of Private 
Richard Crumble, G, Ninth Cavalry, are approved; 
but, upon the recommendations of the Department 
commander and Judge-Advocate-General, the sentence 
is commuted to * dishonorable discharge and confine- 
ment at hard labor in the Kansas Penitentiary for tive 
years.” 

G. C.-M. O. No. 95, Washingten, Nov. 15, 1875.— 
In the case of ‘Denis Guilfoile, late private, Company 
A, First Infantry, the unexecuted portion of the sen- 
tence (G. O. No. 57, Headquarters Department of 
Dakota, St. Paul, Minn., Sept. 8, 1875), is remitted, 
and the prisoner will be released from confinement and 
set at liberty on receipt of this order at the place where 
he may be confined. 





CORPS OF ENGINEERS, 
Brigadier-General A. A. Humphreys, Chief of Engineers. 

The following is Memorandum of Orders, Circulars, 
and Instructions, relating to the Corps of Engineers, 
issued or received during the month of November, 
1875, and not already published: 

Major Mansfield—November 19.—Granted leave of 
absence for twenty days. 

Captain Phillips—November 23. Par. 1 of 8. O. 
58, 1872, H. Q. C. of E., directing him to take tem- 
porary station at Smithville, N. C., revoked, and will 
return to his permanent station in Baltimore, Md. 

Major Smith—November 24. To return to his per- 
manent station, Key West, Fla. 

Captain Heap—November 27. Granted leave of 
absence for twenty-five days. 

Captain Livermore—November 27. The leave of 
absence for seven days granted by his commanding 
officer from Willet’s Point, N. Y. H., extended 20 days. 

Lieutenant Bailey—November 30. Granted leave 
of absence for one month. 











HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE U. &. 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 
W.T.Sherman, General of the Army of the United States. 
Colonel W. D. Whipple, Assistant Adjutant-General. 

First Lieutenant Junius W. MacMurray, First Artil- 
lery, on leave of absence per 8. O. No. 109, Post of 
Charleston, $. C., will report for duty at the Head- 
quarters of his regiment on its arrival in New York 
City. {8. O. No. 65, November 29.) 


I. The leave of absence for one month, granted Cap- 








tain William O’Connell, Fourth Cavalry, by 8. O. No. 





227, c. s., Headquarters Department of the Missouri, 


Discharged.—Private Henry Funk, F, Sixteenth In- | and extended one month by S. O. No. 120, Headquar- 


ters Division of the Missouri, 1875, is further extended- 
one month. (8S. O. No. 66, December 2.) 

If. The leave of absence for one month, granted 
Captain John J. Coppinger, Twenty-third Infantry, by 
8. O. No. 128, c. s., Headquarters Department of the 


| Plauwe, and extended one month by 8. O. No. 120, 


Headquarters Division of the Missouri, 1875, is further 
extended two months. (Ibid ) ' 

IIL, At his own request—approved by his regimental 
commander—Second Lieutenant J. %. Lockwood, 
Twenty-third Infantry, is transferred from Company 
C to Company D of that Regiment. (Ibid.) 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE. MISSOURI. 
Lieut.-Gen. P. H. Sheridan : Headquarkrs, Chicago, 1. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF. 
Brigadier-Gen. C. C. Augur; Headquarters, New Orleans, La. 

Medical Depariment.—The contract with A. A. Sur- 
geon C. P. Wilkinson, U. 8. Army, has been annulled 
to date from November 19. 


Third Infantry—Major Henry L. Chipman, with 
one company of that regiment, to be selected by the 
regimental commander from those stationed at Jackson 
Barracks, La., was November 29 ordered to proceed 
to Pineville, La., and there take post. The post of 
Coushatta, La., is temporarily discontinued and the 
command now there, with the public stores and pro- 
perty, will proceed to Jackson Barracks, and there take ~ 
post. The post at Pineville, La., is taken out of the 
District of the Upper Red River and will hereafter be 
considered an Independent post. 

A General Court-martial was appointed to convene 
at Jackson Barracks, La., December 6. The follow- 
ing officers Third Infantry were detailed for the court: 
Captains George E. Head, Edward Moale; First Lieu-- 
tenants Geo. W. H. Stouch, William Krause, John W. 
Hannay; Second Lieutenants Fayette W. Roe, Addis 
M. Henry. First Lieutenant Joseph Hale, Adjutant, 
Judge-Advocate. 

New Orleans, La,—A General Court-martial was ap- 
pointed to convene at the Barracks in this city, Decem- 
ber 6. Detail for the court: Captain George B. Rus- 
sell, Ninth Infantry, A. D. C; Captains liam M. 
Waterbury and Phillip H. Ellis, Thirteenth Infantry; 
First Lieutenant Henry C. Pratt, Adjutant, and Second 
Lieutenant Benj. H. Gilman, Thirteenth Infantry. 
First Lieutenant J. A. Augur, Fifth Cavalry, A. D. C., 
Judge-Advocate. 


Thirteenth Infantry.—A General Court-martial was 
appointed to convene at Baton Rouge Barracks, Baton 
Rouge, La., December 6. The following officers of 
this regiment were detailed for the court: Captains 
Robert Nugent, Gustavus M. Bascom, Benjamin H. 
Rogers; First Lieutenants Harry G. Cavenaugh, James 
Fornance; Second Lieutenants Mitchell F. Jamar, 
George R. Cecil. First Lieutenant Jesse C. Chance, 
Judge-Advocate. 

First Lieutenant J. A. Olmsted, R. Q. M., Thirteenth 
Infantry, was December 3 ordered to proceed on pubs 
lic business to Mississippi City, Miss. After perform 
ing the duty with which he is charged, Lieut. Olmsted 
will rejoin bis station in New Orleans, La. 

DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA, 
Brig.-General Alfred H. Terry ; Headquarters, St. Paul, Minn 

Quartermaster’s Department.—The Court of Inquiry 
of which Colonel John Gibbon, Seventh Infantry, is 
president, upon the application of Captain L. Cass 
Forsyth, Assistant Quartermaster, U. 8. Army, ‘‘ for 
the purpose of examining into, and reporting upon all 
the facts connected with a deficiency in forage at that 
post, alleged to have occurred upon delivery on the 
contract of Mr. A. J. Malin, for the fiscal year 1872- 
1873, reports that the court is of opinion that for a de- 
ficiency of 101,705 pounds, Captain L. C. Forsyth, A. 
Q. M., U. 8. Army, is responsible; the money value of 
the same being $1,952.73. The proceedings of the 
Court of Inquiry are approved. The findings and 
opinion are disapproved, for the reason that the De- 
partment commander is unable to find in the record, 
proof that the deficiency of grain, which, prima facie, 
appears to have existed at Fort Ellis, was. created by 
an unauthorized expenditure. The Court of Inquiry, 
of which Colonel John Gibbon, Seventh Infantry, is 
president, is dissolved. 

Medical Department.—A. A. Surgeon §. J. Allen, U. 
8. Army, was November 30 relieved from duty at Fort 
Stevens and will proceed without delay to Standing 
Rock, D. T., and report to the commanding officer for 
duty, to relieve A. A. Surgeon T. A. Davies, U. 8. A., 
whose contract will be anoulled by the commandin 
officer and the date of annulment reported to Head- 
quarters. 

Hospital Steward J. H. McEachron, U. 8. Army, 
was December 4 ordered to proceed without delay to 
Fort Sully, D. T., and report to the commanding officer 
for duty at that post. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI. 
Brigadier-General John Pope; Headquarters, Fort Leavenworth. 

Fort Leavenworth.—The following named military 
prisoners, entitled to an abatement of five days per 
month forcontinuous good conduct, were disch 
Nov. 20 and 21, from the U. 8. Military Prison: Frank 
Burke, Henry Mack, Combs Pinney, Gordon Thorn, 
Walter Wallace, John Council, and James Leigh. 

Medical Department.—Leave of absence for fifteen 
-— was November 29 granted A. A. Surgeon M. 
O’Brien, U. 8. Army (Fort Lyon, C. T.) 

Second Infantry.—Before a General Court-martial 
which convened at Mt. Vernon Barracks, Ala., and of 
which Lieutenant-Colonel T. C: English, ‘Second In- 
fantry, is president, First Lieutenant Thomas Drury, 
Second Infantry, was tried and found guilty. of. ‘* 
duct to the prejudice of order and military dis- 
cipline.” The specifications alleged the use of abusive 
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language with reference to his superior officer, Colonel 
Daggett. Sentenced ‘To be reprimanded by the De- 
partment Commander.” 

fifth Infantry.—Second Lieutenant William H. C. 
Bowen was November 29 assigned to temporary duty 
with one of the companies of the Fifth Infantry serv- 
ing at Fort Leavenworth, Kas., and will report to the 
commanding officer of that post accordingly. 

First Lieutenant Frank D. Baldwin, Fifth Infantry, 
was December 1 ordered to report without delay to 
Colonel N.\A. Miles, Fifth Infantry, for special service. 

rtermaster’s Department.—Captain G. A. Hull, 
es Storekeeper, U. S. Army, was December 1 
re) to relieve Captain Hamilton Lieber, Military 
Storekeeper, U. S. Army, of his duties as Military 
Storekeeper, at Fort Leavenworth, Kas. 

Thirteenth Infantry.—Captain Robert A. Torrey was 
December 4 ordered to proceed to Evansville, We » a 
his presence being required at that place in a suit 
brought against him for acts performed in his official 
ey as commanding officer of Camp Brown, 

yoming.* He will return to his proper station as 
—? his presence before the court is no longer re- 
quired. 


Fourth Cavalry.—Leave of absence for one month, 
with permission to apply for an extension of two 
months, was November 28 granted Captain William 
O’Connell (Cantonment on Sweetwater, ‘exas). 

DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE. 
Brigadier-Generai George Crook: Headquarters, Omaha, Ne. 

Medical ment.—A. A. Surgeon Charles R. 
es, Medical Department, was Nov. 29 ordered 
to Sidney Barracks, for temporary duty. 

Ninth Infantry.—First Lieutenant Morris C. Foot, 
having completed the duty for which he was ordered 
to report, in Omaha, to Lieutenant-Colonel Richard I. 
Dodge, Twenty-third Infantry, was November 29 or- 
dered to proceed, via Cheyenne and Fort Laramie, to 
join his station. 


Second Cavalry.—Leave of absence for one month 
was Nov. 29 granted Lieutenant-Colonel Albert G. 
Brackett, to take effect upon the adjournment of the 
General Court-martial ordered to reconvene at Chey- 
enne, December 2. 

DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS. 
Brigadier-Gen E. O. C. Ord: Headquarters, San Antonio, Texas 

Twenty-fifth Infantry.—Second Lieutenant Patrick 
K elliber was November 23 ordered to conduct recruits 
from this regiment to Fort Davis, Texas. Second 
Lieutenant J. C. Ord will report to Lieutenant Kelli- 
her for duty with the detachment. 


_Pay Department.—Major F. M. Coxe, Paymaster, 
U. S. Army, was November 23 ordered to proceed to 
Forts McKavett and Concho, Texas, and pay the 
troops on the 3ist of October muster. 


Medical Department.—Assistant Surgeon R. H. 
White, U. S. Army, was November 29 assigned to duty 
ut Department Headquarters as Attending Surgeon, 
vice Knight, deceased. 

A. A. Surgeon 1. J. Culver, U. S. Army, was Nov. 
24 ordered to report without delay to Second Lieuten- 
ant Patrick Kelliber, Twenty-fifth Infantry, to accom- 
pany @ detachment of recruits to Fort Davis, Texas. 

pon the completion of the dut assigned him he will 
report to the post commander for annulment of con- 
tract. Assistant Surgeon M. K. Taylor, U. S. Army, 
post surgeon, San Antonio, Texas, was same date <s- 
signed to temporary duty at Department Headquarters 
as Attending Surgeon, vice Knight, deceased. 


Tenth Cavalry.—Leave of absence for one month, 
with permission to apply to Headquarters of the Army 
for an extention of two months, was November 27 
granted Captain J. M. Kelley (Fort Griffith, Texas). 

Tenth Infantry.—Second Lieutenant 8. Y. Seyburn 
was November 27 ordered to report to the command- 
ing officer post of San Antonio, Texas, and await the 
arrival of the recruits for Tenth Infantry, en route to 
this Department. 


Fort Clark.—A General Court-martial was ordered 
to convene at Fort Clark, Texas, December 1. Detail 
for the court: Captains J. A. P. Hampson and J. N. 
Craig, Tenth Infantry; Captains F. S. Dodge and 
Michael Cooney. Ninth Cavalry; Assistant Surgeon P. 
Middleton, Medical Department; First Lieutenant J. 
T. Kirkman, Tenth Infantry; Second Lieutenant M. 
F. Goodwin, Ninth Cavalry. First Lieutenant M. B. 
Hughes, Ninth Cavalry, Judge-Advocate. 


MILITARY DIVISION OF THE SOUTH. 
Major-General I. McDowell: Headg’rs, Louisville, Ky. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH. 

Major-General 1. McDowell: Headquarters, Louisville, Kentucky 

Sixteenth Infantry.—A General Court-martial was 
appointed to convene at Nashville, Tenn., November 
29. Assistant Surgeon L. M. Maus, U. S. Army, and 
the following officers of this regiment were detailed 
for the court: Colonel Galusha Pennypacker; Captain 
Hugh A. Theaker; First Lieutenant a H. Palmer; 
Second Lieutenants Samuel R. Whitall, Leven C. 
Allen. First Lieutenant William V. Richards, Regi- 
mental a. Judge-Advocate. 

Second Infantry.—Leave of absence for one month 
was November 27 granted Second Lieutenant W. J. 
Turner (Livingston, Ala). 

A General Court-martial was appointed to convene 
at Mobile Barracks, December 3. Assistant Surgeon 
E. B. Moseley, U. 8. Army, and the following officers 
of the Second Infantry were detailed for the court: 
Major D. P. Hancock; Captains A. W. Kroutinger and 
Charles Keller; Second Lieutenants John Kinzie and 
Charles W. Rowell. First Lieutenant Samuel 
McKeever, edge Sevecete. 

Colonel F: Wheaton, Second Infan 


27 ordered to assume command of McPh a. 


herson Bar- 
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edical Depi —Hospital Steward Geo. Bell- 
ding, U. 8S. Army, was November 27 assigned to duty 
in the office of the medical director of the 





MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIC. 
Major-General W. 8. Hancock : Hdqrtrs, New York. 


Officers meet .—The following officers were re- 
gistered at Headquarters Military Division of the At- 
lantic, for the week ending December 7, 1875: Major- 
General T. W. Sherman, U.S. Army; Majors Richard 
Arnold, Fifth Artillery; J. G. Telford, Seventh Cav- 
alry; C. L. Best, First Artillery; First Lieutenant A. 
B. Bache, Fifth Cavalry. 


November 29, directing the following officers Fifth 
Artillery to proceed from Fort Adams, R. I., to New 
York City, to make arrangements with the Subsistence 
Department for the troops going South: First Lieuten- 
ant William B. Beck, R. Q. M.; First Lieutenant 
Oliver E. Wood. : ; ‘ 

The friends of Lieutenant Curry, Fifth Artillery, will 
deeply sympathize with him in the loss of his son, a 
bright and promising youth, by an accident, the par- 
ticulars of which are given in our obituary column. 
This is the second calamity affecting Mr. Curry, which 
we have been called upon to record within the year, 
and by which he has been deprived of wife, daughter, 
and son, leaving his home desolate indeed. 

Twenty-second Infantry.—First Lieutenant Cornelius 
C. Cusick was Doone 3 ordered to proceed, with- 
out delay, to Columbus Barracks, Ohio, and report to 
the commanding officer of that post for specia duty, 
viz.: to conduct a detachment of recruits to Dallas, 
Texas. On the completion of the duty Lieutenant 
Cusick will rejoin his station at Fort Wayne, Mich. 

Medical Department. — Hospital Steward Henry 
Krueger, U. S. Army, on detached service from Fort 
Preble, Me., has permission to remain in New York 
City until December 6, when ,he will return to his 
station. 

Inspections.—Second Lieut. E. W. Casey, Twenty- 
second Infantry, was December 1 detailed to inspect 
and report upon certain subsistence stores, at Fort 
Gratiot, Mich.; Major Elisha H. Ludington, Assistant 
Inspector-General, to make an inspection of the peni- 
tentiary at Albany, N. Y., used ss a military prison; 
First Lieutenant George S. L. Ward, Twenty-second 
Infantry, Aide-de-Camp, of the penitentiary at Colum- 
bus, Ohio, used as a military prison. 

Third Artillery.—Pirst Lieutenant George F. Bar- 
stow was November 30 ordered to rt in person, 
without delay, to the Superintendent General Recruit- 
ing Service, New York:.City, for special duty, viz.: to 
conduct a detachment of recruits from. Fort Columbus, 
N. Y. H., to the Department of Texas. 

Fort Porter.—A General Court-martial was appointed 
to meet at Fort Porter, N. Y., December 6. Detail 
for the court: Captain Jobn Hartley, Twenty-second 
Infantry; First Lieutenants James O’Hara, Third 
Artillery; William J. Campbell, Twenty-second In- 
fantry; Assistant Surgeon William C. Shannon, Medi- 
cal Department; Second Lieutenants W. H. Kell and 
J. M. Gore, Twenty-second Infantry. First Lieuten- 
ant William J. Reedy, Twenty-second Infantry, Judge- 
Advocate. 

First Artillery.—The following officers First Artil- 
Jery having reported at Division Headquarters for 
orders, pursuant to instructions from higher authority, 
will rejoin their respective batteries immediately on 
their arrival in this Division: Captain Loomis L. Lang- 
don and Second Lieutenant Elbert Wheeler. 


MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC. 


Major-Gen. J. M. Schofield: H’dq@rs San Francisco, Cai. 

Inspector-General’s Department.—Lieutenant.Colonel 
Roger Jones, Assistant Inspector-General, was Nov. 
26 ordered to inspect Benicia Barracks and Arsenal, 
Cal., and on completion of this duty will return to his 
station. 

Twenty-first Infantry.—The leave of absenee for one 
month granted Second Lieutenant Robert H. Fletcher 
was November 27 extended one month, with permis- 
sivn to apply to the Assistant Adjutant-General, Head- 
quarters of the Army, for a further extension of fcur 
months. 





DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA. 
Brot. Maj.-Gen. 0. O. Howard; Headquarters, Portiand, Oregon 

Pay Department.—Major Joseph H. Eaton, Chief 
Paymaster, was Nov. 15 ordered to pay the trjeps to 
include the muster of October 31, 1875, at Fort Town- 
send, W. T. 

Fourth Artillery.—First Lieutenant Wm. F. Stewart 
was November 19 ordered to conduct to Fort Vancou- 
ver the enlisted men and laundress for companies of 
the Twenty-first Infantry and First Cavalry en route 
from San Francisco to this Department. On comple- 
tion of this duty Lieutenant Stewart will return to 
Portland, Oregon. 

DEPARTMENT OF ARIZONA. 

Brevet Major-General August V. Kautz; Headquarters, Prescott’ 
Pay Department.—Major David Taylor, Paymas‘er, 
U. 8. Army, was November 13 relieved trom duty in 
this Department. 





THE construction of new forts near Paris is being 
actively pushed forward, at the same time extensive 
works are being executed in the old ones. The last 
war demonstrated that with modern artillery the in- 
terior of fortresses is exposed to projectiles. It is, 
therefore, no to protect the inside space by 
earthworks capable of resisting tlae largest shells; 
and the engineers are devoting great. attention to the 





racks, Atlanta, Ga., and of his regiment. 


formation of these embankments. 


partment. ! 


Fifth Artillery.—Telegraphic instructions were sent |), 





REPORT OF GENERAL WM. Wi BELKNAP, 
SECRETARY OF WAR. 


Mr. Present: I am gratified to-be able to state 
that since my last annual report a marked improve- 
ment has taken place in the morale of the service. The 
Army is now reduced to twenty-five thousand men. 
Recruiting was resumed in November, 1874, for the 
purpose of keeping up the standard number, and under 
a careful system in the selection of the men the Class 
of recruits now received is of a superior quality. The 
number of desertions has been largely reduced, being 
about two thousand one hundred less than during the 
revious year, while the number of re-enlistments has in- 
creased nearly three-fold. The state of conentmentt 
thus shown is due, in a t measure, to the excellent 
system of pay established, which is now graduated by 
length of service, and affords the soldier an oppor- 
tunity to deposit his savings with the Government and 
receive interest for the same until the end of his term. 

The Adjutant-General, under whose immediate 
charge the recruiting of the Army is placed, has raised 
to the highest standard of excellence the discipline at 
recruiting depots, and the recruits are now well-in- 
structed and drilled before being sent to join companies 
in the field. : 

I renew the recommendation for the enlistment of 
music boys over twelve years of age, in order to fur- 
nish field-music to companies, and hope that suitable 
legislation may be had during the next session of Con- 
gress to supply this want. ; 

Attention ‘s invited to the accompanying report of 
the Adjutant-General upon the operations of the Mili- 
tary Prison, so far as they have progressed. The con- 
trolling reason for the establishmert of a military 
prison has been that soldiers convicted of military 
oftences merely should be sepurated from the degradin 
influences to which they are subjected when confin 
with ordinary convicts. There have been 362 prisoners 
received during the year, and there are now 225 in the 
establishment. Those prisoners have been employed 
in various ways on the prison building and about the 
post, thus saving the expense of employing labor. It 
is hoped that an appropriation will be made for start- 
ing workshops, for it is confidently believed that the 
prisoners may be made to earn suflicient for their own 
maintenance, and in tizme that no appropriation will 
be required to be made by Congress for their support. 

The desertions for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1874, were four thousand six hundred and six; of re- 
enlistments, six huodred and ninety-nine; the number 
of Sergeants re-enlisted, one hundred and forty-nine. 
The desertions for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1875, 
were two thousand five hundred and twenty-one; re- 
enlistments, one thousand nine hundred and eighty-six; 
Sergeants re-enlisted, three hundred and forty-seven. 
No better evidence can be furnished of the improved 
condition of the service than by presentation of the 
foregoing figures. 
EXCELLENT CONDITION OF THE ARMY—RECOMMENDA- 

TIONS. 


During the past summer I took occasion to make a 
tour of inspection to various military posts in the West, 
for the purpose of personally informing myself as to 
their condition and needs, and the necessity for the 
retention of their garrisons, and for the purpose of 
obtaining more full information concerning them than 
could be had from written reports. All of those visited 
were found to be in good convition, the troops stationed 
at them to be soldierly and dutiful, and the officers 
anxious to do all in their power to carry out the wishes 
ef the Government and to bring the military affairs 
under their charge to the highest point of excellence. 

Situated as many of these posts are, remote from 
railroads and the ordinary routes of extensive land 
and water travel, they are to a great extent isolated, 
and consequently those located there are deprived 
often of those comforts which others situated in more 
favored localities are familiar with. Nevertheless, the 
devotion to duty, the absence of complaint, and the 
plain and unqualified desire to do promptly ail that is 
required of them characterize both officers and men at 
every post which I visited during this tour. 

The general sentiment prevailing, and the. interest 
evinced by the great —, of those whom I met in 
the performance of their duties properly and well, 
satisties me that reflections upon the present standard of 
military discipline are uncalled-for, but, on the con- 
trary, that it has constantly improved during each year 
since the war. 

Under the act of March 3, 1869, all the regimental 
bands of the Army were mustered out of service, and 
as the act authorized the enlistment of a Chief 
Musician as an instructor of music in each regiment 
of Artillery, Cavalry, and Infantry, it was deemed a 
tacit authorization for organizing new bands by details 
of enlisted men of the Army, who generally receive 
some addition to their pay from the regimental funds, 
and in many cases from the personal subscription of 
the oflicers of the regiment. In my judgment the act 
above referred to should be repealed, and a mili 
band of at least twenty-five musicians be allowed to 
each regiment. This number, while not large, would 
be sufficient, and when, taking into consideration the 
ordinary casualties of the service caused by sickness or 
accident, would really give about twenty men to the 
band. lf these were arranged in four classes, each of 
them receiving a somewhat higher grade of pay than 
the succeeding, it 1s believed that bands could be formed 
the expense of which would not be large, and that the 
results to the service would be beneficial in a high 
degree. It is a fact not generally known that at 
present there is aot an authorized band connected with 
tbe Army excepting the band of the Military Academy 
at West Poin:; = the er a of the ae = 
the pride of the officers of the regiments require that 
ood of more or less proficiency should be organized, 
and the expense occasioned thereby falls upon the 
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officers and men of the regiment—an expense which it 

‘ seems to me should be borne by the Government. 
I call especial attention to that portion of the report 
‘ of the Inspector General in reference to the law con- 

cerning the employment of soldiers as servants. 

The law of March 16, 1802, authorizes women (in 
number not exceeding four to a company) to accom- 
any troops in the capacity of laundresses, and Army 
lations prescribe one laundress to every nineteen, 
or fraction of nineteen, enlisted men. Under existing 

Army organization upwards of 1,300 laundresses are 
employed, and for all the work performed are amply 
compensated by the enlisted men. The aggregate cost 
to the Government for rations supplied these women is 
over $100,000 per annum, in addition to which quar- 
ters and fuel are furnished them, and whenever the re- 
moval of troops becomes necessary it involves a large 
amount of transportation for the laundresses, averag- 
analy about $200,000. 

t en troops serving in the field are changing sta- 
tion, owing to the fact that these women and their 
children cannot be transported with them, they natu- 
rally suffer by being left at posts without their natural 
protectors, and often at places where they would not 
— be entitled to rations, fuel, and quarters. 

t has been found impossible to supply laundresses 
with even habitable quarters at many stations, owing 
to limited appropriations made by Congress for bar- 
racks during the past three years.. Considerable sufter- 
ing has consequently been imposed upon these people. 
It is believed that in consideration of the above-stated 
‘facts a material reduction, amounting to at least one- 
‘half of the present number of laundresses, would not 
only be a measure of expediency, but of absolute eco- 

inet, and that reduction is recommended. 

With the exception of the few official items con- 

tained in the Archives of the War Department, the 
only information concerning the early history of our 
military posts is gained from vague traditions and per- 
sonal reminiscences. No record showing when, why, 
or by whom a military post was established, or who 
have been its commanders or the origin of its name, in 
many instances, can be found by any officer assigned 
to its command. This serious omission can be cor- 
rected by requiring the commander of every post to 
keep a historical-record book, and to enter therein 
every important event occurring within the scope of his 
command—this book is to be transferred by each com- 
mander to his successor, and not to be removed from 
the t, unless it is abandoned, in which event it 
should be forwarded to the Adjutant General, for file 
in the War Department. Such a book would be of 
great value for subsequent reference, as it woul’ con- 
tain a catalogue of all errors committed, thus }). cvent- 
ing their recurrence ; also affording reliable informa- 
tion regarding special service of troops, and their 
results. As a faithful delineation of the stirring events 
of the early days of these frontier posts must in the 
future possess great historic import, so to the expe- 
rienced officer its military significance and value as a 
record would be invaluable, and it would not be de- 
void of interest to those civilians who appreciate the 
importance of the rapid settlement and development of 
th2 resources of the West. It is within the province 
of the Department to direct that such report be kept 
hereafter, and it 1s my purpose to take the necessary 
steps therefor. 
» Owing to the fact that our Army is dispersed in 
small detachments to garrison military posts scattered 
at wide intervals throughout extensive districts of un- 
populated territory, it becomes necessary to transport 
everything needful from remvte furnishing depots. 
Where there is no railroad or water communication 
an immense amount of wagon transportation is re- 
quired. Soldiers detached from the line, without 
any knowledge of the work, and against their wishes, 
are used as teamsters, hostlers, herders, etc., for this 
means of transportation. As the appropriations are 
insufficient to permit of the employment of civilians 
these details are unavoidable. A great saving to the 
Government could be made in authorizing the enlist- 
ment of competent and experienced men for this spe- 
cial service. As the soldiers at present employed 
often maltreat, overwork, and take but little care of 
their horses, the consequence is that in a short time 
the teams, rendered unfit for further service, are con- 
demned and sold. The transportation service, consist- 
ing of regularly-organized companies and battalions, 
with full complement of officers and privates enlisted 
especially for this duty, prevails in the German army, 
and has ben found to work admirably. 

At most of our sea-coast fortifications for many years 

ast the troops have been compelled to take quarters 
in damp and unhealthy casemates in the absence of 
suitable buildings, which has given rise to numerous 
complaints and continued applications for better ven- 
tilated and more comfortable quarters. Our medical 
officers have urgently recommend these appeals to the 
favorable consideration of the authorities, as a hygi- 
enic measure of great importance. 

Notwithstanding the policy which discourages, with 
limited exceptions, the enlistment of married men, a 
large number of them succeed by fraudulent misrepre- 
sentations in enteringjthe Army. Their presence there 
proves often a source of embarrassment to military 
discipline, as it is of injury to their families. The 
destitution of the latter leads to desertions, and is then 
urged upon the Executive as ground for the extension 
of clemency to the offenders. The conviction is en- 
tertained that this growing evil might in a large de- 
gree be corrected by appropriate legislation. Under 
existing regulations, except in cases of re-enlistment, 
the soldier on enlisting makes a solemn written decla- 
ration that he has ‘* neither wife nor child,” and it is 
believed that a law requiring him to verify such decla- 
ration by oath, would do much towards the repression 
of what has come to be a chronic demoralization, fol- 
lowed by deplorable results alike to the Service and to 
the families thus abandoned by their heads and na- 
tural protectors. 








SIGNAL SERVICE~QUARTERMASTER AND COMMISSARY DEPARTME’TS. 

During the past year one hundred and two Signal 
stations have been maintained, to fill the system of sta- 
tions of observation from which reports are necessary 
to enable warning to be given of the approach and 
force of storms and of other meteoric changes, for the 
benefit of agricultural and commercial interests. A 
series of daily telegraphic reports from stations in the 
West Indies, from Cuba, by Jamaica, to Barbadoes, 
and the Windward Islands, has been arranged for. 

The issue of the official deductions from the office 
of the Signal Officer from the reports there received 
has continued during the year. A minute examina- 
tion of these deductions and a comparison with the 
meteoric changes afterward occurring within the dis- 
trict to which each has had reference have given the 
average percentage of eighty-seven and three-tenths as 
verified. A comparison of this percentage with aver- 
age percentages of preceding years exhibits an improve- 
ment in accuracy with each succeeding year. 

The display of cautionary day and night signals upon 
the Lakes and at the great ports of the United States 
upon the Atlantic and Gulf coasts has‘ been made 
systematically on occasions of supposed special danger. 
Of the total number of cautionary signals ths dis- 
played seventy-six per cent. has! been,afterward re- 
ported as justified. 

The exhibition of maps on which the meteoric con- 
ditions are shown by symbols at the rooms of the 
Boards of Trade, Chambers of Cummerce, and of 
other commercial associations, and at places of public 
resort, for the benefit of shipping and other interests; 
the display of bulletins; the distribution of weather 
maps, and the employment of other methods for 
rapidly diffusing information for public use, have been 
continued as in preceding years. 

The river reports, giving the average depth of water 
in the great rivers of the interior and notice of danger- 
ous changes, for the benefit of river commerce and the 
population in the vicinity, have been regularly made, 
telegraphed, bulletined in frames, and published by the 
press at the river ports and cities. 

The telegraphic lines reaching from Barnegat to Cape 
May, and from Norfolk to Cape Hatteras, on tlie most 
frequented and in some places the most dangerous parts 
of the coast, have been continued in operation asa part 
of the Signal Service. In view of the action of Con- 
gress, measures have been taken to extend tie lines 
from Hatteras, by Wilmington, to Smithville, at the 
mouth of the Cape Fear River. The stations upon 
these lines are occupied, and the lines are operated by 
enlisted men. 

In pursuance of the acts of Congress approved 
respectively June 3, 1874, June 23, 1874, and March 3, 
1875, authorizing the construction and operation of 
telegraphic lines in the interior and upon the frontier, 
connecting military posts, and for the protection of the 
populations from Indian and other depredations, 
officers and enlisted men of the Signal Service have 
been detailed for the construction and operation of the 
lines, and have entered upon the duties. The work of 
construction has been in great part done under the 
general direction of officers of the Signal Service by 
aduitional details furnished by Department Command- 
ers. The lines in Arizona from the Texas frontier and 
in the Indian Territory, already partly constructed, are 
approaching completion. Permanent benefit will 
result from the connection of military posts by tele- 
graph, and will greatly increase the protection of fron- 
tier villages upon the lines and the country through 
which they pass. 

The question of the useful pre-announcement of 
approaching meteoric changes may be considered as 
determined by now five years’ successful service. 
With each year of labor the paths for improvement 
open more plainly. What was conjecture becomes 
certainty. The co-opeiation of scientific men is 
assured, both at home and abroad. The success of the 
past is a sure index to the results of the future. 

The Chief Signal Officer makes an elaborate state- 
ment, accompanied by a strong 1ecommendation that 
the Signal Corps be established to form one of the 
bureaus of the War Department. Frequently in 
private conversation he has urged this course, and 
from year to year has brought it to the attention of the 
Department. I have hesitated hitherto to make any 
recommendation that would increase the number of 
bureaus in the Department, but the great extent of the 
duties now devolving upon this branch of the service, 
the advantage it has been to the country, the progress 
that it has made in scientific knowledge, and the great 
favor with which the results of its efforts have been 
received by the people of the whole country commend 
this recommendation of the Chief Signal Officer to my 
attention, for which reasons I am induced to mention 
it especially at this time. 

The officers connected with that corps, with the ex- 
ception of the Chief Signal Officer himself, are all 
commissioned officers of the Army, belonging to regi- 
ments of the service—Artillery, Cavalry, and Infantry 
—whose companies are stationed at different points 
scattered through the whole country, while they, on 
account of their fitness for Signal service, are detailed 
to perform these peculiar duties. Separated as they 
are from their commands, the companies to which they 
belong lose their services, and frequent applications 
are made by military commanders for the return of 
these officers to their posts. I shall during this present 
session present to —— a plan for the establish- 
ment of a bureau of this character, which, in my 
judgment, the results of the past five years have 
rendered necessary, and which I am sure the people of 
the country will readily sanction. 

The construction of ninety-three new*buildings has 
been authorized during the year, at an estimated cost 
of $301,278, and un expenditure of $407,551 has been 
authorized for repairs t6 buildings, construction and 
— of cisterns, and other works. 

lans for the construction of a new post on the 





North fork of the Loupe River, authorized by act of 


June 16, 1874, to be known as Fort Hartsuff, have been 
approved; also plans for log buildings for winter wn 
ters for troops stationed near Red Cloud and - 
stone Indian Agencies, for which Congress appro- 
priated $30,000 by act of June 23, 1874. 

The work of care and improvement of National 
Cemeteries has been satisfactorily performed during 
the year. Enclosing walls have been completed at 
nine cemeteries. Eleven still require walls. Four 
lodges have been completed during the year; thirteen 
are yet to be built. The amount expended for this and 
other necessary work during the year was $231,387.25. 

Cession of jurisdiction over a large number of ceme- 
teries has not yet been granted by the several States, 
but application will be made from year to year until 
such cession is granted. The granite snonument at. 
Salisbury, N. C., is nearly finished. Total number of 
interments in National Cemeteries on June 30, 1875, 
was three hundred and six thousand and fifty-three. 
The total number of head-stones finished to this date 
is sixty-three thousand one hundred and twelve. This 
work is heing vigorously prosecuted. : 

The Quartermaster General calls attention to the 
large mass of papers which are stored in the rooms of 
his office, which are of no further use, and recom- 
mends that the attention of Congress be again called to 
the subject, and authority requested to destroy such as 
are not needed, and the storage elsewhere of such as 
it may be necessary to preserve. He also renews the 
recommendation that Cumgeens authorize the enlist- 
ment of Post Quartermaster Sergeants, which subject 
was brought to its attention last session but did not 
receive final action. I concur with these recommen- 
dations. ‘ 
The Commissary General of Subsistence reports that 
it will be necessary to purchase supplies fur posts on 
the head waters of the, Missouri River, Fort Pembina, 
and distant posts in Texas and Arizona, for use in the 
next fiscal year, and ship the same prior to the ist of 
July, 1876, when the appropriation for that fiscal year 
would, under the general laws governing appropriations, 
become available for disbursement. To meet this state 
of affairs, it is recommended that provision be made 
in the next Army appropriation bill to make imme- 
diately available $300,000 of the money to be appro- 
priated for the Subsistence Department, or so much 
thereof as may be necessary to pay for the purchase, 
under direction of the Commissary General of Sub- 
sistence, of supplies for advance shipments to posts on 
the Upper Missouri River, Fort Pembina, and distant 
posts in Texas and Arizona ; and in this connection I 
beg that Congress may consider the remarks made in 
my last annua! report upon the inconveniences arising 
to the public service by reason of the fiscal year com- 
mencing on the 1st day of July. 

Under the authority conferred by the act of Con- 
gress approved February 10, 1875, for relief of persons 
from the ravages of grasshoppers, the appropriation 
was placed under the charge of officers of the Sub- 
sistence Department with instructions, for the pur- 
chase and issue of food to the snfferers within the 
respective military departments. During the period 
when destitution from the cause referred to was 
greatest, one million nine hundred and fifty-seven 
thousand one hundred and eight rations were issued to 
sixty-three thousand five hundred and ninety-three _ 
adults, and forty-three thousand nine hundred and 
forty-two children under twelve years of age, residing 
in the States of Minnesota, Nebraska, Iowa, and Kan- 
sas and the Territories of Dakota and Colorado. Of 
the sum of $150,000 appropriated by Congress, $132,- 
887.69 was disbursed for the purpose contemplated by 
the act, and $5,112.31 was returned to the Treasury. 
A full and detailed report of these issues will hereafter 
be submitted in compliance with the act of Congress 
upon the subject. 4 

The financial condition of the Medical Department 
of the Army for the year ending June 30, 1875, is fully 
set forth in the report of the Surgeon General of the 
general transactions of his Department for that year. 

Yellow fever having become epidemic in Pensacola 
and vicinity, the garrison at Fort Barrancas, except a 
small detachment, were removed to Santa Rosa Island, 
where, however, two cases occurred during 1874. 
Since the close of the fiscal year yellow fever has again 
visited Pensacola and the garrison at Fort Barrancas, 
although promptly removed to Santa Rosa Island, sus- 
tained a loss by death from that cause of twenty-nine 
out of seventy-four cases of fever ; nineteen of those 
whose cases terminated fatally beiag among officers and 
soldiers, the remainder occurring among their families. 
At Key West, Florida, where the fever was epidemic 
last summer, the garrison by timely removal escaped 
contagion. Pek 
Besides the current work iu registering and classify- 
ing the surgical data of the Army, the ae ogy of 
the work upon the surgical statistics of the war has 
steadily progressed, and the results of the year’s labor 
upon this work bear satisfactory testimony to the dili- 
gence and fidelity with which it has been conducted. 

In connection with the progress of work in the 
Army Medical Museum, attention is invited to the 
efforts that have been made in previous years to place 
its catalogue before the scientific world, where its 
usefulness would be very great. In two previous re- 

orts its publication was recommended, and at the 
ast session of Jongress an appropriation to that ead - 
was voted in the House of Representatives and favor- 
ably considered in the Senate, but without final action. 

Authority having been granted by Congress for the 
Congressional Printer to print and bind five thousand 
additional copies of the Medical and Surgical History 
of the War, the illustrations and composition for the 
second issue of the first part have been completed, and 
the press-work and bindinyz will doubtless be finished 
before the assembling of tht: next Congress. The pro- 
gress upon other workg in preparation is fully stated 
in the Surgeon General’s re port. 





I again call’the attention of Congress to the recom- 
me. os contained in my last annual report for the 
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enactment of a system of annuities for the families of 
deceased officers, by voluntary deductions from the 
monthly ey of those holding commissions in the 
Army. ertainly if private companies can make 
money by an annuity system, it is in the power of the 
Government at least to render itself secure in extend- 
ing similar beneficent aid. It is proposed that this aid 
shall be extenved through the agency of the Govern- 
ment, without eventual expense to the public Trea- 
sury. It is argued that the money to be deducted un- 
der the operation of the proposed scheme is worth to 
the Government a certain percentage of interest. The 
well settled principles governing life insurance would 
be applicable to this plan, and the annuity tables would 
be prepared by the most careful and critical calcula- 
tions. The science of probabilities has reached great 
precision in those computations entering into life in- 
surance, but after certain tables had been used twenty 
years, more or less, corrections could be made if they 
were found deficient, which would more perfectly ac- 
complish the object of the scheme, viz.: The render- 
ing of substantial assistance to the families of deceased 
officers, without actual expense to the Government 


PAY DEPARTMENT—CORPS OF ENGINEERS. 

The Paymaster-General’s report contains a lengthy statement 
of the advantages and diseadvar tages of recent legislation abolish- 
ing the mileage system and enbstituting that of actual expenses 
therefor. Observation has satisfied those officers of this De- 
partment directly charged with the examination of this charac- 
ter of accounts tha*, while in the aggregate payments on account 
of actual éxpenses fall short of what would be the eum of mileage 
allowances for the same joarney, the pecuniary advantages are 
only apparent and not always real, as the time occupied fn the 
examination of the numerous items of expenditure will alone 
enter largely into the calculation of how munch moncy is saved 
tothe Government by that system Mileage charges are easily 
compnted, 7 paid, and readily scrutinized; and mileage 
allowance, therefore, forms the most convenient system of re- 
imbureement of travelling expenses. The experience of officers 
will sustain the statement that on an average of the whole period 
of evrvice of one in public life it is no more than a reimburse- 
ment, and is uniform in its operations upon ail. The Paymaster- 
General states in his report that the labor to the officer, to the 
Paymaster, to the Pay and the Treasury ‘Departments, in the 
preparation, payment, and scrutiny of the vouchers for travelling 
expenses, is a handredfold more than in the case of mileage 
vouchers, for the reason that each item has to be specially set 
forth and separately scrutinized. The statement of items some- 
times covera two and even three pages of foolscap, whereas a 
mileage voucher for the same journey would have involved the 
consideration and treatment of but a single item of charge. 
Experience of actual expenses has shown that the authorities 
have invariably been obliged, sooner or later, to dispense with 
itemized accounts, and arbitrarily fix a measure of actual ex- 
penses on the basis of time or distance,'which is practically a 
mileage system. I have called attention to the foregoing state- 
ments on this subject made in the Paymaster-General’s report 
becauee I believe that a return to the system of mileage would be 
both expedient and a more perfect measure of justice to both the 
officer and the Government than the Jaw now prescribes. 

There is a provision attached to the first section of the act of 
April 20, 1874, making a system of inspection of disbursements 
made by disbursing officers of the Army obligatory, to the effect 
that no officer so detailed shall be in any way connected with the 

Department or corps making the disbursement. While it does 
not seem probable that it was really the intention to prevent 
Chiefs of Staff in Washington, or any chief of disbursing 
branches of the Staff in the fleld, frem looking at will into the 
transactions of bix department, the effect of a liberal interpreta- 
tion of the law would be to destroy vigilance and proper super- 
vision on the part of those in charge of such branches of the 
Staff, and to prevent certain regular inepections by officers de- 
tailed for that purpose, which Jatter was doubtless the purpose 
of the provision referred to. ‘Therefore it is recommended that 
Congress take into consideration the propriety of modifying the 
law in question, in order to prevent injury to the Service. Chiefs 
of the Staff Corps and Chiefs of any brauch of the Staft in the 
field, or in the various Military Departments, should always be 
on sey inspectors of those officers under their supervision 
While it is the desire of the Department that inspections should 
he made by those belonging to the Corps making the dishurse- 
ments, it is believed that the interest of the Service wouid be 
best subserved by the exercise of supervision by Military Com- 
manders over the disbarsements of their subordinates. 

The works for the defence of our sea-board, under the EKngi- 
neer Department, have promseeses satisfactorily and as rapidly 
as the means provided woald admit. The class of works, 
adopted in 1869, are heavy carth-batteries, thoroughly protected, 
and arranged for guns and mortars suitable to resist the attack 
of the most powerful iron-clads. Already some of the positions 
selected, particularly in our larger mane pe. have a large 
proportion of their gnn-positions prepared. The estimates are 
for continuing these works, some of them to completion. 

The Battalion of Engineers, under the law of June 16, 1874, 
reducing the Army, has been limited to two hundred enlisted 
men. This number, in the opinion of the Chief of Engineers, ix 
too small for the effieient performance of the duties required of 
them. If war should occur with a maritime power the want of 
‘rained soldiers to plant and operate our torpedo defences would 
be seriously felt, and it ix submitted whether the needs of thix 
branch of the Service may not justify a minimum organization 
for the battalions of not less than five hundred enlisted men. 
For the torpedo service alone that number is requisite. The 
duty requires an intelligence and training which cannot be 
— in an emergency. 

The trials with torpedoes have continued, and have confirmed 
the previous views expressed of the importance of this auxiliary 
in the defence of our harbors, ax well as the certainty that their 
use in time of war will prevent an enemy’s vessels from running 
past our batieries, and will enable us to hold them under the fire 
of our Artillery. 

The fourth section of the last River and Harbor Act authorizes 
James B. Eads, with such others as may be *ssoctated with him, 
under certain conditions, to construct such permanent jetties 
and such auxiliary works as may be necesrary to secure and 
maintain a wide, deep, and permanent channel between the 
Miesixsippi River and the Gulf of Mexico. through the Sonth 
Paes of the river. 

All the provisions of the section preliminary to the execution 
of the work have been carried ont. The results of the survey 
directed by the act to be made by the Coast Survey have been 
received from the Superintendent of that service, and were 
supplied to Mr. Eads. An officer of Engineers, Major ©. 8. Com- 
stock, hae been detailed, whose duty it is under the law “to re- 
port the depth of water and width of channel secured and main- 
tained from time to time in ssid channel, together with such other 
information” respecting the progress of the improvement, 
materials used, and character and permanence of the works as 
may be necessary to keep Congress fully informed and advised. 
To enable this officer to make the required surveys and inspec- 
tions, an annual appropriation is necessary, the extimates for 
which may be found in the report of the Chief of Enginceets, 
which also contains further information in regard to this work, 
The amount required for these surveys and examinations during 
the present fiecal year is $17,000, and as no means for them have 
as yes been provided, the gee ey of that sum is recom- 
mended to be made at the earliest day practicable after the 
meeting of Congress. 

By letter of the 26th of June Mr. Eads informed me that he 

commenced on June 14 the construction ef works at the bar of 
the Sonth Pass, and that the provisional works for the constrne- 
tion of the east jetty had already been extended one thousand 
feet. 
The report of Major Comstock upon the progress made by Mr. 
Fads up to September 25 will be found in the report of the Chief 
of Engineers. It gives a clear description of the exact character 
of the works, their progress, the materials used, and the degree 
of permanence with which ee are being constructed. 

In the improvement of the Mississippi River the want of a de- 








tailed and accurate survey has long been felt. The need of such 
a survey is more and more urgent from year to year. 
as engineering improvements in aid of commerce become neces- 
sary. The surveys of, detached portions of the river which 
have from time to time been made for special improvements are 
oot sufficient for the discussion of plays for protecting the river 
against floods—a question which is now of much importance—or 
for other general Engineer improvements, whjch should be based 
on detailed maps, exhibiting not only the condition of the river 
at the time of the survey, but giving the means of discovering 
future changes, The org ion and instruments of the Lake 
Survev furnish the means of making the survey of the river ac- 
curately and economically, and I recommend that the work be 
placed in its hands. 

The preparation of the report of the geological exploration of 
the fortieth parallel has been somewhat retarded by the delay in 
completing*the necessary paleontologica studies, but the engrav- 
ing of the geological atlas has been commenced, and the topo- 
graphical atlas will be completed before the end of the current 
year, as well as the text of this important work. 

The geographical explorations and surveys west of the one 
hundredth meridian, under the War Department, have been in 
progress since my last report. At the beginning of the fiscal 
vear the main divisions of the survey were about leaving Pueblo, 
Col., for fields of operations in Southern and Southwestern Colo- 
rado, Northern and Northwestern New Mexico, and North- 
eastern Arizona, where connections were made with the work of 
former yeare. At the termination in November and December, 
1874, of the season's work in these localities, the parties were dis- 
banded at Pueblo, and a — of the assistants were engaged 
in thie city.in preparing the maps and other results of the survey 
for publication. The field-work of the present reason was divided 
into two main sections, with the intention of surveying tracts in 
Colorado and California, and an officer with a special party was 
detailed to make a preliminary instrumental survey. with a view 
to a complet ination as to the feasibility of diverting the 
waters of the River Colorado for the purposes of irrigation, and 
it is hoped that a report accompanied by estimates of the cost 
will be received from the officer in charge of the partv in time to 
be transmitted to Congress #t the coming session. Two of the 
six auarto volumes of the reports of the survey which were 
authorized by Congress are in the hands of the printer, and the 
others are in an advanced state of preparation. The publication 
of the topographihal and geological atlas sheets is progressing 
satisfactorily. The main objects of this survey are the prepara- 
tion and dissemination of reliable detailed topographical maps 
of the interior of the country, and reports as to the resources of 
the regions surveyed. For the latter purpose competent scien- 
tists in the specialties of geology, eagranee paleontology, 
zoology, and botany accompanying the surveying parties with 
little Increase of experse ir comparison with the amount of in- 
formation gained by them. The topographical maps which form 
an important result of this survey, furnish information useful to 
the military service and to other branches of the Government, 
and especially to the immigrants who are rapidly settling the 
great valleys west of the a and the appropriation asked 
for its continuance is recommended. 

There are at nearly all the headquarters of the four Military 
Divisions and the nine Military Departments officers of Corps of 
Engineers, whose chief duty it 1s to collect geographical- and 
other information, and these officers do, by means of their own 
explorations and surveys, and by collecting the notes, sketches, 
and maps made by officers and soldiers belonging to the Western 

»osts on their scouts and campaigns, add year by year to the 
ceowledge of the interior of the country, which is not only es- 
sential to the Generals in command of these Departments and 
Divisions, but which is usefal to the country generally. The 
maps embodying the information gained in this way, with little 
cost to the country, are finally we by the Engineer Depart- 
ment; and it will be observed that the Chief of Engineers reports 
an unusual large number of these maps, and others illustrating 
the operatiens of the late war, as printed and published during 
the last fiscal year. I commend to Congress the appropriation 
asked for the surveys by Engineer officers attached to the various 
Division aud Department Headquarters, and for the construction 
and printing of maps by the Engineer Depertment, for the use of 
the War Department and the Army, and which to a very great 
degree stimulate and assist the various enterprises which are 
fast settling up our interior domain. 

The estimates of the Chief of Engineers arc submitted separ- 
ately, as presented by that officer, viz.: 








Fortifications and other works of defence............ . $2,044,000 
Public buildings and grounds, and Washington Aque- 

Si cps ndug cass cesqeuseeescn sens In eehatgiensece< enue 714,474 
BUPrveys. .... ccccccccee coce coscccccceessee coscesccccess 170,000 
Engineer Depot at Willet’s Point, New York............ 35,000 
Office CXPenses .......cccccseeceeessss © 1 db0+eee0ensees 34,30 
Improvement of rivers and harbors............ .. «++. 14,301,100 

WeBiccddccccds ebecéec+ee conances evecesecceoene 17,298, 


ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT. 

The Government pessesses a number of small arsenals, each of 
which contains within its limits from ten to fifteen buildings, 
and comprising in the aggregate extended walls and_ fences as 
enclosures, miles of veode and sewers, river walle, and wharves. 
This property reccived the greatest care in its selection from en- 
lightened judges of the fature needs of the country, and the im- 
provements are of a substantial character, and should be pre- 
served from the ruin and decay which time and wear inflict by 
more liberal appropriations than have been made for the paet 
few years. The Department should at least, by adequate appro- 
priations, be enabled to give proper care to the preservation of 
those Government establishments which it is not permitted to 
dispose of except by legislative sanction. 

For several years past I have called attention to the necessity 
of an increase in the annual appropriation for arming and equip- 

ing the Militia, anda mere reference to its . Y= to the 
nterests of the whole country is now made. The annual ap- 
propriation of $200,006 was made in 1808, when the population 
was about eight millions. At the present time, with a population 
of over forty millions, the amount appropriated is still the same, 
and it is impossible for this Department to meet all the de- 
mands made upon it by the Stated and Territories. If it be the 
intention and desire of Congress, as expressed in the act of 1808, 
to provide ‘‘arms and. military equipmetts for the whole body 
of the Militia of the United States,” then the necessary means 
ought to be supplied by largely increasing the annual appropria- 
tion: The last official report gives the aggregate strength of the 
Militia. of the United States: Organized, 84,724; unorganized, 
3,701,977, and there is little donbt that were “arms and military 
equipments more freely supplied the organized force would be 
largely augmented. The hope is entertained that this may re- 
cetve tae attention of the proper committee of Congress, and that 
further legislation may be had at its next session. 

Congress, at its last sexsion in ‘* An act making appropriations 
for sundry civil expenses of the Government for the fixcal year 
ending June 30, 1876, and for other purposes,”’ provided for an 
examination into the condition of the United States Arsenals east 
of the Mississippi River, with a view of ascertaining how many 
could be sold without interfering with the necessities of the 
military service, together with an estimate ef the amount that 
could be realized from their sale, should it be directed by Con- 

ress. 

: ‘The Board appointed under this law recommends the immedi- 
ate sale of Pikesville Arsenal, Maryland, as being badly located, 
and of insufficient capacity for stoage to justify the expendi- 
tures necessary to keep it in repair. ‘he Detroit Arsenal having 
been turned over to the Interior Department for sale, and the 
Columbus Arsenal transferred to the general recruiting service 
for depot purposes, the retention of all the remaining arsenals 
east of the Mississippi River is recommended as essential for the 
necessities and proper service of the Ordnance Department, un- 
leas the plan of concentration proposed by the Board on Arsenals 
in 1874 is carried out. Thatplan consists in the establishment of 
a grand arsenal of construction in the vicinity of New York City, 
retaining the Springfield Armory and the Frankfort Arsenal as 
adjuncts for manufacturing purposes; retaining aleo the Indiana- 
polis Arsenal, Indiana; Kennebec Arsenal, Maine; Fort Monroe 
Arsenal, Virginia, and Augusta Arsenal, Georgia, as places for 
storage and repair, and seliing the Alle heny, Watervliet, Water- 
town, and Washington Arsenals as rapidly as circumstances will 
permit, the procceds of euch sales to evoted to the purchase 
of a site and the erection of shops, storehouses, and other works 
for the Grand Arsenal. The amount that can probably be realized 
from the sales wlil be over three million dollars. 

The wisdom and economy of a ter concentration of Ord- 
nance manufactories seem to cal! for no extended argument. 





The military Powers of the world bring together in one grand 
whole all their resources, that there may result economy and per- 
fect work. The experience of all private enterprises points to 
concentration ase a vital element of success. Proximity to raw 
materia]. skilled labor, and cheap transportation can be attained 
by the plan proposed, and it appeals strong!v for legislative «on- 
sideration and action, because it can be carried ont without tak- 
ing a dollar from the public Treasury. This policy of concentra- 
tion has been carried out for the Pacific coast at the Benicia 
Arsenal, and for the Mississippi Valley at the Rock Island Arse- 
nal, and cannot be too highly commended nor too closely fol- 
lowed. With ou: railroad system of intercommunication, reach- 
, ing every portion of our broad domain, the distance to any point 
of our long shore line or of our vast inland frontier is becoming 
of less paramount importance in the distribution of war mate- 
rial, and a few well-selected and amply-provided centres of 
supply can more quickly and economicaily fulfill all demands 
than did the many arsenals without rail facilities half a century 


ago. 

The Rock Island Arsenal in its present uncompleted state now 
supplies all the Militia of most of the States and Territories 
drained by the great river and its tributaries, many of the for- 
tresses that guard the coast-line of the Gulf of Mexico. and more 
than one-half of our Army, now scattered from the Mississippi 
River to the Rocky Mountains and beyond. When completed 
and fully equipped as a manufacturing arsenal its capacity will 
equal the supplying of all the armies that may be organized in 
the Mississippi Valley in any war of the greatest magnitnde. A 
visit to thie arsenal in October last gave me an oprortunity, to 
some extent, to satisfy myself as to the manner in which the ap- 
propriation made therefor had been expended, and as to the pro- 
| gress of the various buildings connected with the establishment. 

The location of the arsenal is admirable, and as rapid progress 
as possible has been made towards the completion of a large 
number of the most neceseary buildings. I was very much im- 
pressed with the satisfactory manner with which the improve- 
ments had been conducted, and am certain that, with the intelli- 
gence and ability given to the work which had been shown by 
the former and present commanding officers of that arsenal, the 
result will be of great henefit to tye country, and that the magni- 
tude of the undertaking will be fully equalled by the importance 
of the results to be accomplished. 

An estimate has been submitted for the purchase of a site and 
the erection of a magazine for the storage of gunpowder. The 
ovly powder depot for the use of the Department is lecated at 
the St Louis Arsenal, Mo . on the large Government reservation af 
few miles south of St. Louis, but it is too remote from the Atlantic 
sea-board to be of service for our wants in the eastern section o 
the conntry. Another depot is absolutely indispensable, to be 
located at some convenient point far away from our large cities 
and closely-populated neighborhoods, but at a convenient dis- 
tance from water transportation on the Atlantic coast. At pre- 
sen* all our powder supplies have to be stored in the small maga- 
zines at arsenals in dangerous proximity to cities, or in the forts 
of our harbors, where it is subject to the deteriorating influences 
of the seaair. The annual saving to the Government in the pre- 
seryation of powder at a well-established depot would in a short 
time repay the original expenditure. The depot should a)xo sup- 
ply the necessary accommodation forthe machinery and other 
appliances for the manufacture of powder for experiment, and 
to enable the Department to determine and fix the standard 
powder for army uses. The want of a powder-mill for army pur- 
poses have been long felt, and its erection is of prime necessity 
to the country. The Ordrance Board of 1868, after a carefal con- 
sideration of the subject, recommended the transfer to one of 
our arsenals of such machinery as might he available “for ex- 
perimental purposes, in order to fix the best method of*mannfac- 
turing gunpowder; but u examination the machinery on 
hand was reported unsuitable for the purpese, and the approved 
recommendation of the Board has remained unacted on to this 


ay. 

The entire Army has been supplied with new rifles and 
carbines, calibre .45, and we have now in store a reserve sapply 
of these arms of twenty-six thousand. At the end of the pre- 
sent fiscal year our reserve supply may reach a total of forty 
thousaud arms of the new model and calibre—about enough in 
case of war to arm one army yo Onr soldiers should be 
armed with the best weapon that ingenuity and workmanship 
ean produce, and in our country, where armies are to be impro- 
vised, made up on the instant by recruits from the anvil and the 
plough, the want of military discipline and training should be as 
much as possible compensated for by the quality of the weapon 
the soldier is to use. Our arsenals should, therefore, be well 
stocked at all times with a large reserve supply of the best rifles 
and carbines. 

During the past year the armament for our sea-coast defence 
has engaged the attention of the Department. and a board of dis- 
tinguished Ordnance officers has been in session endeavoring to 
obtain all the data possible with the very meagre resources at its 
command, Its report of December 14, 1874, was sent to Congress 
by the President in a special message, urging “the absolute 
necessity for immediate provision by Congress for the procure- 
ment of heavy cannon,” adding that ‘the constant appeals for 
legislation on the armament of fortifications ought no longer to be 
disregarded, if Congress desires in peace to prepare the impor- 
tant material without which futore wars must inevitably lead to 
disaster.” An appropriation of $75,000 was all that was obtained 
from Congress, and the attention of that body to this important 
subject is urgently recommended, and an appropriation of the 
money estimated for is strongly pressed upon its consideration. 

It is necessary to advert to the subject of patent claims set up 
against the Department for alleged infringements in the produc- 
tions at the National Armory and at the several arsenals of con- 
struction. The Chief of Ordnance in his report for the year 1873 
gave a succinct statement of those claims at that time. The 
claims on the Springfield rifle date back to the order of the Sec- 
retery of War of July 28, 1866, for the conversion of fifty thou- 
sand muzzle-loaders to breech-loading arms. The skill and in_ 
genuity of the officers and workmen of the Ordnance Depart- 
ment, brought into active operation previons to that time and 
continued to the present, have resulted in the production of as 
perfect a single breech-loadingarm as will find its place in modern 
war. Its mechaniem, it is claimed, has touched upon and appro- 
priated in part the best features of several distinct and separate 

tent#, some of which were perfected znd reissued after the 
work of the Government had begun, and whose owners are now 
seeking compensation for their use. The methods pdopted by 
some of the claimants of instituting suits in the U. S. Circuit 
Courts against officers. of this Department for ‘the alleged ,in- 
fringements is onerous to the officers themselves, and can on)}) 
result in the event of the success of the suits in embarrassing 
euch officers in their private means, whereas the Government is 
the sole beneficiary in the use of the things which are the sub- 
ject-matters of litigation. \ recent opinion of the Attorney- 
General has inferentially decided that the executive officers of 
the Government are not authorized, without the authority of Con- 
grese, to settle the judgments for past use rendered in such suits. 
The officers, therefore against whom judgments might be 
rendered would be put to the harassing necessity of securing 
special legislation for their relief in respect to matters over which 
they have had little power or centrol. Legislation is necessary 
for the protection of the officers of this Department against 
whom recoveries may be had for infringements of patents in the 
productions of the armory and arsenals, and provision should be 
made for the payment ont of the public Treasury of judgments 
ig against them for acts performed in the line of official 
duty. 

It is believed, however, that where several patents are alleged 
to cover a single complex device, each of these patents should he 
brought under the adjudication of a common tribunal, where the 
combined wisdom und experience necessary to the disposal of 
the whole number of cases conld be brought to bear on each 
particular one in detail. If suits on such devices are brought hy 
several parties in widely-separated jurisdictions, there is great 
liability of undue compensation being awarded to one pateutec. 
and inadequate compensation to another, when the relative im- 

rtance of the several patents is thereafter taken into account. 
t is, therefore, a questivn in the interest of the patentees them- 
seives as well as of public economy, whether some particular 
forum should not be named wherein claims of the character here 
referred to should be exclusively brought. I would respectfolly 
submit it to the wisdom of Congress, whether jurisdiction ought 
not to be given to the Court of Claims in all cases of the 
character here explained when the United States is defendant 
I earnestly recommend that some action may be taken at the 
coming session on this subject, 
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DIVisION AND DEPARTMENT REPORTS. 


The reports of the Division and Departmental Commanders, 
submitted by the Generol-in-Chief, contain detailed statements 
of the military topics of interest in their respective commands. 

The report of the General of the Army refers to the recent in- 
cursions of the reservation Sioux into Northern Nebraska, most: 
ly to steal cattle and horses f:om fatme along the Pacific Raliroad 
and north of it; to the severe And ardiiotis Winter Campilgha et 
the Kiowa, Cheyenne. and Comanche Indians Un the border o 
the Staked Plaine, which resulted in their disarmament and sub- 
jection to authority, and to the thieving incursions of Indians 
and Mexicans upon the exposed border of Texas on the Lower 
Rio Grande. A campaign against the predatory fatlans last re- 
ferred to is now being vigorously prosecuted. It is believed that 
the 
conducted come from Mexico, and. following their ustial custom, 
have, after depredating on the settlements of NorthwesternTeXas, 
retreated to the etige of And int6 the Staked Plains. No decisive 
resnit has yet heen obtained from these operationr. 

The report of the Commanding General of the Department of 
Texas Contains detailed information concerning the difficulties 
which have created such excitement on the Lower Rio Grande, 
where some of the most prominent officers and wealthy mer- 
charts of that part of Mexico appear to be regularly engaged in 
fitting ont parties to plunder the stock ranches on this side of 
the river. Reports of murder in open daylight of, several influ- 
ential citizens, inzltiding United States offitials and soldiors, and 
other dastardly ofttrages on the part of these vacrant Mexicans, 
were made to the Division Commander, who invites attention to 
the grave thiracter of the invasions, and the importance of 
prompt and decisive measures on the part of the Government for 
thei? suppression, Many of the reports from that locality are 
probably sensational in character, and are believed to have been 
instigated by parties whose personal interests would be sub- 
served by the presence of more troops on the borders of Texas: 
but many others are of undoubted reliability, and measures have 
been instituted by the Department Coriminde?, tiiider orders 
from superior anthotity, to pfesetve the integrity of, and en- 
force a prope? regitd for, the territory of the United States. 

Tbe Commanding General of the Department of the Missonri 
reports the successful termination of the campaign against the 
«heyennes, Arapahoes, Kiowas, Comanches, and other bands of 
Indians in the Southwest. The Cheyennes, under their principal 
thief, Stone Calf, surrendered themselves as prisoners of war, 
restoring the captive children, whose parents had been murdered 
by them. A remnant of this band, comprising its worst crimi- 
nals, refused to recognize the authority of their ie germ thief, 
and attempted to reach the Siotit country, t were inter- 
cepted. and aftet a stibborn resistance were secured. With 
the eXception of the Utes, who have been peaceful for the past 
few ytats, all the Indians in the Department of the Missouri 
are how on their reservations. General Pope recommends the 
abandonment of the small posts in his Department, which are 
not necessary for the defensive or aggressive duty required of 
troops, which greatly increase the expense of the militery cs- 
tablishment, often result in the positive injury to the discip- 
line and efficiency of the troops themselves. The abandonment 
of some of them is in contemplation, and will be effected as 
roon as accommodations at the larger posts can be secured, 
anti the public interests committed to their charge will permit. 

The report of the Commanding General of the Department of 
the Platte foreshadows trouble between the minet's and the In- 
dians in the region of country known ar the ** Bla¢k Hills’ un- 
less something is done to obtain possession of that section for 
the white miners, who have been strongly attracted there by re- 
ports of rich deposits of the precious metals. Under instructions 
from the Department the utmost vigilance has been exercised 
to keep all unauthorized persons from trespassing upon the 
reservation embracing within its bonndaries the Black Hills, 
With only partial success, though in some instance very stringent 
measures were resorted to. During the past year earnest efforts 
have been made to induce the Sioux to relinquish their treaty 
rights to the territory in question, but withont success. While 
this question remains unsettled the Department will use every 
exertion to prevent collision between white intruders upon the 
reservation and the Indians eccupying it. 

The report of the Commanding General of the Division of the 
Pacific contains quite an elaborate history of the management of 
Indians within his command from the time their control was 
placed by the Executive in the hands of the Division Com- 
mander. He details the steps that were taken to comptl their 
return to friendly relations with the Government and their estab- 
lishment upon reservations selected with care and good judg- 
ment, having reference to the diverse character and habits of the 
different tribes, their local attachments, and private animosities. 
He then speaks of the policy of the civilian agents who, on the 
return of peace, were placed over the Indians, in violating the 
pletiges given to them by the military on the termination of 
hostilities, and sets forth the disastrous consequences attending 
such violation. 

The report of the Commanding General of the Department of 
Arizona treats mainly of Indian affaire, which the recent hostili- 
ties in that section and the requisitions of the Interior Depart- 
meut for troops to aid in carrying into effect the orders and 
policy of its agents have brought into more prominence in that 
Territory than’in other parts of the country. He speaks with 
commendation of the good results that have been obtained from 
the working of the Arizona telegraph line, which is being ex- 
tended from Camps Verde and Lowell to Camps Grant, San 
Carlos, and Apache, and thence into New Mexicu. He reports 
that the increased security to the inhabitants of Arizona result- 
ing from the recent military operations against the Indians has 
encouraged immigration, and the population of the Territory 
has largely increased in the past year. The settlers have felt xafe 
to bring in stock, which has been materially angmented during 
the summer. Miners have felt secure in their parsnits, and con- 
sequently many valuable mines, particularly of silver, have been 
dixcovered and are now being developed. He thinks that with a 
few years of peace and with increased facilities of transporta- 
tion the Territory will develop into one of the most productive 
of those yielding the precious metals 

Owing to the determinatior of miners to the headwaters of the 
Stikeen river, attracted by the discovery of gold in that portion 
of Alaska, and to prevent the occurrence of difficulties hetween 
them and the Indians who annually resort there, Fort Wrangle 
was re-established as a military post August Ist, and garrisoned 
by a company: 

The General commanding the Department of Columbia renews 
his recommendation that the attention of Congress be invited to 
the present anomalous condition. of the Territory of Alaska, 
which, under recent decisions, is nearly without the jurisdiction 
of the courts of law. The Government—a milltary officer acting 
as Indian agent—is better than none, but is reported as irritating 
to those who consider themselves possessed of the same rights 
and privileges as citizens of other Perritories: Peace can he pre- 
served between Indians and whites by the Army, but that 
authority itself is called in question by the United States District 
Court. If the Army fs to govern the Territory Congress should 
clearly establish that fact by appropriate legisiation. The Com- 
manding General renews a tormer recommendation that Alaska 
be attached to Washington Territory as a county, and brought 
under its civil government, and his facilities tor judging of the 
necessities of that action are such as to give great weight to his 
opinion. 

The report of the Commanding General of the Division of the 
Atlantic calls attention to the steps that have been taken to carry 
out the provisions of the Act of March 30, 1875, relative to the 
establishment of a national park on the Island of Mackinac 
Michigan. It is probable that owing to this legislation the 

capacity ef the fort for troops will have to be increased. aud 
another company of Infantry stationed there. F 
_ The report of the Commanding General ofthe Division of the 
South refers to the expediency of providing a suitable refuge 
from yellow fever for the troops quartered on the north side of 
the Gulf, and Mourt Vernon Besveche is suggested as most 
suitable for that purpose. The prevalence of epidemic diseases 
in many localities of the South, where the necessities of the pub- 
lic service demand that troops should be stationed, and the im- 
possibility of so isolating many of the present stations as to pre- 
vent contagion among the soldiers, demand that the subject of 
the establishment of some general rendezvous where those 
threatened with yellow fever or other epidemic disease can be 
temporarily quartered should receive early consideration at the 
bands of Congress. This subject is also treated of in the report. 
of the Commanding General of the Department of the Gulf, and 
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its importanee as affecting the hygiene of the Army cannot be 

overestimated. 

The actual expenditures of the War Department 
for the med ending June 30, 1874, including river 
and harbor improvements, were....... ined «+... $42,326,314 71 

The same for the last fiecal year, ending June 30, 
er Tee Sebvantsasevestad 41,277.375 28 

Showing a reduction of,.......6..00..0.se0085 048,939 43 

The estimates for the military establishmen’ for 

_, the sneting fiscal year ending June 30, 1877, are.. 33,452,896 50 

Those fot the ttirrent fiscal year, ending June 30, 

‘ 32,488.969 50 


1976, were... .. s sp seed opus 
Being anincreascof .. ........ 963,427 00 
28, 727,407 0 


The appropriations for that purpose for the current 

flecl year Wefe.........5. ccs case ‘ 

The excess of the amount of the estimates for the ensuing 
fisenl year over the appropriation for the current fiscal year arises 
frm the fact that, as experience has shown, the appropriations 
weére tiot euffi€letit to tiieet the demands of the Service. The 
appropriations for the Snbsisteice anc Pay Departments, based 
as they are on the actual niimber of ten to be paid and sub- 
sisted, are notably below the sums actually tetitired: The basis 
of calculation for the pay and subsistence of thé Army mtst 
necessarily be that of the maximum number of soldiers ahd 
officers allowed by law. This necessity arises from the fact that 
the Army, although perhaps at one time a few hundred short of 
its ee strength, is frequently quite up to its highest 
Stanfitird, the Yariation depending on the euccess of recruiting to 
mect cdsualties: As the puy aud allowancet are fixed by law it 
is no difficult matter to dstertain the exact amount requisite to 
meet the obligations of the Govertiméiit to its soldiers; and 
when the carefally-prepared estimates of the Departmietit—based 
upon calculations that have been reduced, by a know.edge of the 
fluctuations of the strength of the Army, to an almost mathe- 
matical certainty—are materially cut duwn by Congress grave 
embarrassments, such as have recently resnited from the large 
reduction of the appropriations asked for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1975, thust a eccur, For the last month of that 
fiscal year the unexpended balante of appropriation for pay of 
the Army was only sufficient to givé édch officer and soldier about 
one-half of what they were entitled to for Jnne: 1875, so that 
there remains due upon contract with the Governniént the 
amount necessary to give them the remaining one-balf month’s 

ay. The Paymaster-General has been instructed to submit a 
deficiency estimate to meet this want. Had the estimates sub- 
mitted not been cut down several millions by Congress the appro- 
priations would have sufficed to meet all legal demands upon 
them, anfl wonlfl have left but little, if any, eurplus to be turned 
into the Treasury as nnexpendeéd balantes, q 

By the act of July 15, 1870, the Secretary of War was author- 
ized ‘‘ to permit one or more trading establishments to be mait- 
tained at any military post on the frontier, not in the vicinity of 
any city or town, when he believes such an establishment is 
needed for the accommoda’ion of emigrants, freighters, or other 
citizens. The persons to maintain such establishments shall be 
appointed by him, and shall be under protection and control as 
cumo-followers."’ This changes the previons custom, under 
which the Department Commander had charge of the appoint- 
ment of sutlers for military posts. I suggest that a law be passed 
giving the appointment of sutlers, as heretofore, to Department 
Commanders, ——- in its provisions atithority, as it now 
exists, to the countil of administration, at each post to regulate 
the prices of the gouds to be sold by the traders, and also 
anthority to the proper military conimander to limit the amount 
to which a soldier shall be trusted by the — that amount to 
be collected from his monthly pay. A provisidn of this kind 
would, I think, be wise, as it would prevent that excess of ex- 
penditure which now occurs where there is no supervision 
exercised. 

PRESERVING THE RECORDS—MILITARY ACADEMY. 

Good progress has been made during the year in the prevara- 
tion, of the official records of the war of the Rebellion, both in 
the I*ederal and Cofifedtrate britiches: I have placed the general 
supervision of the compilation of these records in the charge of 
the Chief Clerk of the Department, who, under my direction, has 
orgavized an efficient force of assistants, selected from those 
clerks who are best acquainted with the arrangement of the 
ofticial papers on hand and who are weli adapted to the work for 
the purpose by experience with Department and Army records. 

In order to facilitate the compilation and historical arrangement 
of the reports anc correspondence, it was found necessary to 
copy and print a few proof-sheets of each document, so that the 
services of more than one person could be made available upon 
this part of the work, and alsoin order that when authentic 
copies had been printed the danger of loss by accident or fire, 
etc., might be avoided. 

The amount of research and investigation which is required 
before any preceptible progress appears is very great. Owing to 
the pressure of affairs during the war the field records were kept 
in a hurried and eometimes crude and careless manner, and 
when turned in to the Department were often in a chaotic condi- 
tion, 8o that the labor of their arrangement, whicli is now under- 
taken, is natura!ly slow and tedious. Itis hardly necessary to 
state that in the compilation no document in the possession of 
the War Department will be omitted which will throw light npon 
the events of the late war or be valuable to future history, and I 
may add, in respect to what shall be included and what not, the 
order is that it is better to embody too much than too little. I 
beg: here to suggest that the War Department can furnish no 
more than its own records afford, and that for a complete history 
the records of almost every other Department will need to be 
consulted, and to this end the attention of Congress is invited to 
this part of the stibject, 

From the imitiense mags of papers oft hand the required docu- 
ments are being selected, copied, compared, and put tu press, at 
the Depattment—the proof being carefully read avd compared 
with the original pa ers, and each document, letter, report, tele- 
gram, and paper is being printed separately. Accuracy is abso- 
lutely required before these printed copies are placed in the 
hands of the compiler, whose duty it then is to collate and group 
the various subjects in order of date and in accordance with their 
relation to each other. A large mass of material has been col- 
lected, copied, and a great portion of it printed, ands far as 
practicable the printing has been done from original’documents 
when the nature of the records admitted, without recourse to 
copying by hand. This matter has not yet received its final 
arrangement and classification, owing to the difficulty of select- 
ing at the same time papers relating to contemporary subjects. 
Tue estimate for the continuation of the work for the next fiscal 
year is fifty thousand dollars. 

By virtue of an appropriation of $25,000, made by Congress at 
its last session for the purchase of what is known as the Brady 
Collection of War Views, the Department nas come into posses- 
sion of a very large number of negative plates pa ran battle- 
fields, fortifications, camp scenes, military positions, the topo- 
graphy of sections of country over which many of our most im- 
portant military operations were conducted, and photographs of 
most of the Union and many of the Confederate officers of pro- 
minence during the late war, For purposes of illustration these, 
of course, are far more accurate than any map could be made, 
taken as they were upon the spot, very often immediately before, 
or subsequent to, the engagements, the scene of which they pic- 
ture. As this valuable pictorial history of the war is seconde te 
glass plates, liable to be utterly destroyed or defaced by accident, 
the Department has taken measures for securing permanent 
benefit to the Government, from the expenditure of the money 
appropriated by Congress, by having a few proofs streck off from 
each plate of importance, and in that way producing a sufficient 
number of copies of these pictures to secure the Views from 
destruction by any ordinary accident. The attention of Congress 
is invited to the consideration of the question whether it would 
not be eminently proper to provide for an edition of these pic- 
tures, to illustrate the history of the Rebellion, the preparation 
of which is now in progress in this Department. In the present 
advanced state of the arts a sufficient number of copies uf each 
desirable view could be secured by the heliotype, or other similar 
process, at a very small cost, compared with the ordinary prices 
for lithographing. Such illustrations need not supersede, but 
would supplement, the maps necessary for illustration, and they 
could be prepared pari passw with the compilation of records 
now in progress, 

Information has been received from different sources that 
many private individuals have in their possession important 
official records, principally of the late Confederate Government, 
which they are willing to dispose of for a consideration, but for 
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the purchase of which there are no funds available at the disposag . 





of this Department. Of course these records are pooper the 
property ef the Government, btt it seems impossible to obtain 
the information necessary to their recovery through the courts, 
or otherwise than by purchase. No doubt is entertained bat 
that many of these papers coutain data that would enable the 
Government to detect many fraudulent claims, which could only 
he proven to be such by the agency of these papers, and it is re- 
cottimeénded that Congress, by appropriate legislation, place this 
Department in a position to recover such as properly elong to 
its files. As it now {fs these Confederate records are so - 
plete that’the result of their compilation will necessarily be very 
unsatisfactory to all concerned. 

The estimates of the Superintendent of the Military Academy 
which will be submitted to Congress have been carefully revised 
by myself in the interests of economy, and make no demand for 
appre, tiations beyond those necessary for the maintenance of 
the military establishment at West Point save what is found to 
be necessaty for the interests of the Service. 

The construction of the new Cadet Hospital has diligently pro- 
gressed, and if the appropriation asked for it is grant and 
made available from the date of the passage of the act of appro- 
priation, the hospital will be ready for use next winter. 

The system of sewerage inaugurated at West Point has not 
hitherto been carried out as rapidly as desirable. the efforts in 
this ireetion being crippled by the small appropriation hereto- 
fore granted. A more liberal policy in regard to this item would 
be beneficial to tlie public interest? These and other estimates 
are recommended to Congress. 
My annual visit to the Military Academy confirmed previous 
impressions as to the efficacy of the new Academic Regulations, 
and the steady improvement in discipline of the Corps of Cadeta, 
It was gratifying to hear the almost universal commendation be~ 
stowed upon the first class for proficiency in scholarship as well 
as in all those subjects necessary to the education of a soldier. 
Irenew the recommendations made in my last annual report 
for the establishmeiit vf a professorship of Rhetoric and English 
Literature. The experience of every year but serves to confirm 
the expediency of this measuré, and to show that sooner or later 
such achair will become of absolttte necessity. In my opiniom 
the necessity for it now exists, and that impression is confirmed 
by the views of the last Board of Visitors, which has take 
strong ground in its favor. The only objection that I can per- 
ceive to the establishment of such a branch is that the course of 
study at the Academy, as now arranged, taxés to the atmost the 
energies and dillgenes of the Cadets, and experience has shown 
that the plan now purstied {s the best that can now be devised. 
Still, [ recommend that Congress take into consideration the ex- 
nediency of uniting the Professor#hips of French and Spa i fn 
nto a Professorship of Modern Languages, and it ix believed 
that by doing this, and encroaching a Iftt}e upon other branches, 
sufficient time for the study of Rhetoric and English Literature 
cin be obtained without serious derangement of the course as at 
present arranged. Reference to my reports of previous years, 
and to those of the Board of Visitors, show the necessity for this 
action, and the subject ix brought to the consideration of e 
During the past year strenuous exertions have been made to 
bring the Corps up fo its maximitm strength, but the large num- 
ber of candidates failing to paes the examinations has rendered 
this action of the Department nugatory. As it is generally con- 
ceded by those conversant with the subject that the standard of 
examination is not too high, it seems evident $from the — 
ntimber of failures each year that some defect exists in the 
elementafy instruction of those appointed. 
Attention is invited tothe report of the Board of Visitors, 
hereto attached. The Board was afforded every opportunity for 
investigating the affairs of the Academy, was thoroug/? Jn its 
examination, and its —— contains many recommenda Qons 
Worthy of the consideration of Congress. 

THD YELLOWSTONE—CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION, 
On the 24th of February, 1871, the Secretary of War communi- 
cated to the Senate of the United States a report made by Lieu- 
tenant Gustavus C. Doane, Second Regiment of Cavalry, # 
the so-called Yellowstone Expedition of 1870. This report 
been forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army by Major- 
General Hancock, then commanding the Department of Dakota, 
whe deemed its contents worthy of publication, ana was sub- 
mitted also by General Sherman, the General of the Army, with 
the recommendation that it be printed, as it contai much 
that was interesting to those who are studying the resources of 
our new Territories. I cal) attention to this expedition and 
report of Lieutenaat Doane at this time for the reason that der- 
ing the past summer in company With him and several other 
officers of the Army I travelled over a large portion of the region 
which he kas described in this report, which region is embraced 
in What 1s now known as the * Yellowstone National Park. 
On the ist of March, 1872, after this report of Lieutenant Doane 
had been made, an act was passed by Congress dedicating and 
setting apart.a public park er pleasvre-ground for the benefit and 
enjoyment of the people a large tract of land in the Territories 
of Montana and Wyoming lying along the headwaters of the 
Yellowstone. This includes and embraces that portion of the 
country alluded to above whose attractive localities and wonder- 
ful geysers were first discovered by Lieutenant Doane and the 
party which accompanied him in 1870. 
Under th¢ above-named act of Congress this park is under the 
exclusive control of the Secretary of the Interior, but it may not 
be out of place for me to state in this nner that it is the wish 
and desire of this Department to unite with the Secretary of the 
Interior in doing what is possible to be done with the limited 
appropriation at nand for opening and surveying this region, so 
appropriately called ** Wonder-land.”’ At present it cannot be 
reached except by long and tiresome travel, off from the usual 
routes ; but when railrcads are built in that nation, and when 
that region is opened to more prompt communication, it will 
doubtless be the resort each year of thousands of those who will 
seek to visit it. 
The report of Lieutenant Doane, and the other reports which 
have since been made, are very full in their descriptions. I satis- 
fied myself while there that with the expenditure of a moderate 
amount of money roads could be located so that travel through 
the park might be easy and unimpeded. Should an appropriation 
be made by Congress looking towards the rurveying of interior 
ruads, in order that the inaccessible localities o the park be 
opened to the public, the War Department could through St« 
Engineer Corps, with economy and at moderate expense, do 
much towards accomplishing what ix desired, and the roads so 
made would be important for ore! uses, 

The curiosities of the park are rapidly being destroyed. How 
they. can be preserved js a problem, bat they should be saved ; 
and if authority were given tothe War Department to make a 
survey of the routes alluded to, and to station one or two com- 
panies of troops in or near the park for the purpose of ns 
spoliation, which will otherwise frequently occur, have no 
doubt that the result would be satisfactory. Surely everything 
should be done tat oem be fo protect all that is grand and beau- 

lful in that remarkable region. - 

, The officer designated, in pursuance of the Presidest’s order of 
January 23, 1874, to take charge of the contribution to be made 
by the War Department at the International Exhibition of 1 

has labored to organize the means within the Department o 
making a display of our war materials equal in extent and variety 
to any similar contribution to like exhibition in this or foreign 
countries. Co-operation on the past of the several contributing 
bureaus bas been secured through the medium of officers selected 
by their respective chiefs, and to whose duties has been super- 
added that of collecting, arranging, and disposing of the articles 
and materials designed to be displayed under the direction of 
the officer referred to. The total expense of making a full ard 
satisfactory exhibit of our war materials has heretofore been 
estimated at $200,000. Congress at the last session appropriated 
only $133,000 of thix amount, and burdened the appropriation 
with u pro rata share of the expense of any building that might 
be erected for the accommodation of the entire Government 
exhibit. Experience has shown that the amount thus left. for 
the practical exhibit of tne War Department is inad ate, oe I 
recommend that Congress supplement the apprypriation already 
made with a further one, granting sufficient to. make up the sum 
of $200,000, for the practical exhibit of the Department. This 
amount is set down at $89,000, which includes an item of $22,000 
as reimbursement for moneys expended in the erection of the 
Government building at the Exhibition. 

I believe that the Government, in sppeering as a voluntary 
contributor at this Exhibition, international as it is in characier, 
should avoid the mortification of an inconsiderable or discredit- 





isplay. 
ro Ws. W. Bevxnap, Secretary of War. 
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_THE NAVY... 


K vteeyad wy teybwe se eH the Jovnnat all facts 
of interest to the Navy, such asrelate to the movement 
of officers or vessels. 


VARIOUS NAVAL ITEMS. 
™ = Jiconderoga is to go into dock at Portsmouth, 

Tae Shenandoah was brought down to New- York 
from New London, December 1. 

Tue Anteitam has been taken from Philadelphia to 
League Island and placed in the back channel. 

ComMANDER A. W. WEAVER relieved Commander 
R. L. Law, of the command of the Dictator at Port 
Royal on the 4th inst. 

Tue Benicia was put out of commission and the 
Lackawanna commissioned on November 29. The 
officers and crew of the latter were transferred to the 
former. 

Tue Powhatan, Tallapoosa, , Huron and 
Alert, in company with the monitors Wyandotte, 
Passaic and Nantucket, left Philadelphia for Norfolk, 
Va. The ironclads, with their convoys, were still at 
Lewes, Delaware, on the 8th inst. e Powhatan, 
having broken a connecting rod, had gone back to 
Philadelphia for repairs. The weather was very un- 
settled, with a northeast wind. Captain Jouett had 
transferred his flag to the 7allapoosa. 

CoMMODORE PREBLE has transferred his flag, as 
commandant of the og League Island 
from the Potomac to the St. 1s. The latter is moored 
at League Island, and the former will remain at Phila- 
delphia as a Receiving ship. 

A NEWSPAPER despatch reports that a supply of tor- 
pedoes for the Hartford was shipped from Newport 
via Fall River Line, Dec. 6, and twenty-four cases and 
five buoys have been ra rail from the torpedo sta- 
tion to the Portsmouth, (N. H.) Navy Yard for the 
Marion. 

THe Gettysburg was at Havana, November 27. 
After completing the determination of the difference 
of longitude between Key West and Havana, she was 
to leave for Kingston, Jamaica, about December 1. 
Every facility for performing their work has been 
courteously afforded to the officers of the Gettysburg by 
the Spanish naval officers at Havana. 

Tue Secretary of State has transmitted to the Mayor 
of Newport a letter from the British Minister, Sir 
Edward Thornton, conveying the thanks of Her Ma- 
jesty’s Government to the authorities of Newport for 
the kindness and courtesy shown to Vice Admiral 
Wellesley, commander-in-chief of Her mg = Me naval 
— on the North American and West Indian sta- 
tion. 

Rear ApminaL Jno. J. Almy reports his arrival at 
La Paz, Mexico, Oct. 29, thirty-four days from Honolu- 
la, in the flag ship Pensacola. He reports affairs all 
quiet at La Paz and vicinity. The present govern- 
ment, under Col. Velasco, is working quietly and efti- 
ciently. A later despatch reports the arrival of the 
Pensacola at Mazatlan, Mexico, Nov. 15, and expected 
to leave there about the 25th for Acapulco. Affairs 
are reported perfectly quiet. Officers and crew of ship 
in good health. 

Tue family of James Rickard, who was killed 
by falling from the deck to hold of the Antietam, 
at Philadelphia, of which vessel he was shipkeeper, 
have received from the employés of the yard, as sub- 
scriptions, $25; trom U. 8. steamer Powhatan, $54 50 ; 
and from the U. S. steamer Alert, $75. Rickard was 
an old sailor, was well spoken of by his commanding 
officers, and one of the survivors of the ill-fated Oneida, 
which was run down by an English mail steamer in 
the Pacific Ocean, in February, 1870. He left his 
family in destitute circumstances. 

Tue Philadelphia Navy-yard was sold on the 2nd 
inst. for one million dollars, to J. L. Welsh, for the 
Pennsylvania Railroad Co. The Secretary of the 
Navy visited the yard on the 1st inst., at 3 P.., where 


he was received by Captain C. H. Wells, and a salute | g 


of 19 guns was fired from the Parade Ground, the 
gees thus .y the last official salute fired at 
the yard. The bids for the yard property started at 
$500,000 and ran up $100,000 at a time, until it was 
knocked down for one million dollars. 

A sPEcrAL letter to the Herald, from Lima, Peru, 
under date of November 13, reports as follows: ‘On 
the 6th inst. the United States flagship Richmond ar- 
rived at Callao from Panama, flying the broad pennant 
of Rear Admiral Reed Werden. The customary sal- 
utes were exchanged with the shore. As the ship is 
now coaling, the Admiral and his lady are improving 
the ——— to visit the wonders of the famous 
Oroya Railway, making the ooo little station of 
Chosica their headquarters. e Richmond will pro- 
ceed south as far as Talcahuana within a few days. 
All well on board. 

THERE is considerable excitement in San Francisco 
with reference to Captain James I. Waddell, formerly 
of the Confederate war ship Shenandoah, who brought 
to that port the new China steamer City of San Fran- 
cisco. The list of vessels he destroyed during the Re- 
bellion is published, andthe charge made that he de- 
stroyed some of them after the war terminated. The 
opposition to his commanding the new steamer is v 
pronounced. The Hawaiian authorities, it is reported, 
are prepared to arrest him, if he touches at Hawaii, and 
try himfor piracy in destroying one of their vessels 
during the war. 

Mr. Meeker, a photographer at Norfolk, Va., has 
been taking a series of views of the Navy-yard, to be 
exhibited at the Centennial. They consist, the Virgi- 
nian reports, of the fullowing views: The new Gal- 
ena sloop of war on the stocks ; the officers’ quarters 
and adjacent grounds ; timber dock and buildings ad- 
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general ; three separate views of the 
water front of the taken from the St, Lawrence, 
and a view of the Naval Hospital. 

From intelligent sources we gather the information 
that naval co-operation on the Rio Grande, as at present 
organized, is not of a very effective character. The 
shallowness and tortuousness of this stream interferes 
greatly with the success of a naval force of any de- 
scription. The steamer and launches now on the 
river draw too much water to navigate it with facility 
or certainty, and are liable to ground almost any- 
where. Besides, owing to the number of bends in the 
river, some of them so great as to make the distance 
across not more than one-third of that around, that 
the approach of a launch becomes known long before 
it reaches an objective point. ‘The banks of the stream 
are also quite high in many places, and boat guns 
could be landed with great difficulty only. The very 
lightest, d-aught stern-wheel, or recess side-whee] boats 
are the only kind that can be at all serviceable on the 
Rio Grande, and these would have to be constructed 
especially for the purpose. Cattle raids are said to 
continue, and a pursuit by the cavalry into Mexican 
territory is about the only means of suppressing them. 
Lieutenant Kells has recently been at New Orleans 
enlisting a few recruits for service on the Rio Grande. 

Tre Catskill, Commander Henry Wilson, was put 
in commission .at Washington, mber 4. The 
Washington Chronicle, of mber the 5th, says: 
The following officers have reported for duty 
on board of her: Commander Henry Wilson, com- 
manding ; Lieutenant. Leonard Chenery, Executive 
Officer ; Lieutenant Daniel Delahanty, Navigator; 
Lieutenant, Newton E. Mason; Assistant Surgeon, 
John M. Steele; Assistant Paymaster, Z. T. Brown ; 
Passed Assistant Engineer, William L. Bailie, and 
Assistant Engineer, A. V. Zane. The Catskill has 
been entirely repaired during the past two years and 

resents a very attractive appearance at the yard. 

any Visitors have availed themselves of the opportu- 
nity to see how officers and men live on board such 
vessels, The old Wyoming, which has been lying in 
the stream for the past year, has been hauled in along- 
side the wharf, to have her boilers, which are entirely 
worn out, removed, and others now ready placed on 
board. Every shop in the yard seems to be busy, and 
in most of them the workmen are kept on ‘extra 
time,’ and even then taey do not seem to satisfy the 
demands of those in authority.” 








NAVY GAZETTE. 


REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 


OBDEBED. 


Paymaster D. P. wriept to hold himself in readiness to leave 
in the steamer for Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in January next, to re- 
lieve Paymaster A. W. Bacon as naval storekeeper. 

DecemBex 2.—Paymaster George E. Hendee, to dutyin the 
Bureau of Provisions and Clothing, Navy Department. 

DecemBeER 3.—Lieutenant-Commander Wm. H: Whiting, :o the 
Navy-yard, New York. 

Assistant Surgeons Paul Fitzsimmons, Henry P. Harvey, and 
Remus C. Persons, to examination for promotion on the 20th 
instant. 

Decemzer 4.—Assistant Surgeon John C. Boyd, to the receiv- 
ing ship Potomac, at Philadelphia. 

Bayasester W. Goldsborongh, to duty on the Phlox, Santee, 
and other vessels at the Naval Academy, on the 5th January 


next. 

Passed ‘Assistant Paymaster L. G. Boggs, to the Marion. : 

Passed Assistant Engineer J. B. Upham, and Assistant Engi- 
neers F. W. Townrow and J. H. Diamond, for examination by 
the Retiring Board. : 

December 6.—Ensign Fred. H. Lefavor, to examination pre- 
liminary to promotion. 

DecemBer 7.—Lieutenant B. H. Buckingham, to special ord- 
nance duty. : 

DecemBeR 8.—Lieutenant-Commander Frank Wildes, to the 
ship St. Louis, at League Island, as executive. : 

Act — Surgeon H. T. Perry, to the ship St. Louis, 


at nF Islan 
DETACHED. 


DecemBer 2.—Paymaster L. A. Frailey, from duty in the 
Bureau of Provisions and Clothing, and placed on waiting or 


ers. 

DeEcemBeER 3.—Pa ter J. H. Stevenson has reported his re- 

turn home, havin m detached from charge of the Naval De- 

pot at Nagasaki, Japan, on the ist October last, and has been 
ordered to settle accounts. 

maker A. A. Warren, from the Navy-yard, Portsmouth, N. 
Marion. 


py eee 4 
ECEMBER 4.— > ,. from the Navy-yard, 
— and orered to duty on board the ship St. Louis, at 
League 

Ly — ye 8. T. Browne, from the Phlox and other vessels at 
the Naval Academy, but to remain on duty as naval storekeeper 
at the Academy. 

Assistant Pa: ter Chas. F. Eastman, from the Marion, and 
ordered to settle accounts. 

Passea Assistant Engineer B. F. Wood, from the Saco, Asiatic 
Station, and ordered to return home and rt arrival. 

DecemBER 6.—Acting Assistant Surgeon William Martin, from 
the Navy-yard, Pensacola, and ordered to the Naval Hospital, 
Philadelphia. 

DecemBeR 7.—Liecutenant.Commander E. T. Woodward has 
reported his return home, having been detached from the Brook- 
lyn, South Atlantic Station, on the 12th October last, and has 
been placed on waiting orders. 

DECEMBER ye gn a H. M. Denniston, from the Philadel- 





_ er and ordered to duty at League Island, on the 
Pa ster Frank H. Arms, from duty at e Island on the 


15th inst., and ordered to duty on board the ship St. Louis, at 
t 


ace. 
chlor Engineer W. G. Buehler has reported his return home, 
having been detached from the Brooklyn, South Atlantic Station, 
on the 9th October last, and has been placed on waiting orders. 
Gunner Cornelius Dugan, from e Island, Pa., and or- 
dered to report for duty on board the ship St. Louis at that 


lace. 
. Gunner Joseph Smith, from ordnance duty at the Philadelphia 
eer. yard, and ordered to report for duty on board the ship St. 
Louis, at League Island. 
COMMISSIONED. 
Master B. H. Buckingham a lieutenant mm the Navy, to rank 


from July 23, 1874. . 
Master Ebenezer S. Prime a lieutenant in the Navy, to rank 


from June 5, 1874. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE GRANTED. 
To Ensign Wm, C. Heacock for three months from December 1. 
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. : MISCELLANEOUS. 
‘TAeutenant John J. Brice left Washington on Monday last with 
chronometers for the Marion, at Portsmouth, N. H., on the 
aeiivery of which he will return and resume his duties at the 
Naval Observatory. 


joining ; machine shops and other buildings; hoisting ee Mat Gees ® the Mevmyard, Woahtuston, fr thin 
. t how | 





LIST OF DEATHS 


In tne Navy of the United States, which have been reported to 
the Surgeon-General, for the week ending November 8, 1875 : 

Edward Reed, seaman, November 23, P. M. 8. 8. Co., steamer 
New York, at sea. 








THE commission appointed by the Secretary of the 
Navy to investigate the merits of the various ship 
canal routes for connecting the Pacific and Atlantic 
Oceans has prepared a preliminary report which has 
been presented to the President. General Humphreys, 
of tae Army; Commodore Ammen, of the Navy, and 
Captain Patterson, of the Coast Survey, constitute the 
commission. The problem of connecting the two 
oceans has occupied the attention, as the report says, 
of statesmen, navigators, and mariners for at least 375 
years. The enormous saving of distance, time, cost, 
and risk which it would give to the world has been 
carefully tabulated. There remains nothing to show 
but the feasibility of the route. This, the commis- 
sioners’ report claims, has been done in the surveys 
made upon the Nicaragua route. The commission 
examined all the reports of surveys that have been 
made. Under the Darien route there are several dis- 
tinct surveys: the Nap-pi, recently reported in these 
despatches by Lieutenant Collins; the Caledonia, the 
Sasardi, and the San Blas. Besides these are the 
reports upon the Tehuantepec, the Nicaragua, and the 
Panama routes. The surveys of the Panama and 
Nicaragua routes were made by Captain Lul}, of the 
Navy. Captain Schufeldt, of the Navy, surveyed the 
Tehuantepec route, and Captain Selfridge, of the 
Navy, the others. All these gentlemen were before 
the commission in its recent examination, and with 
maps aided in the explanation of the reports made by 
them. Upward of sixty thousand dollars has been 
already expended upon these surveys. It is now 
regarded as of the highest importance that the United 
States take some action at once to carry out the feasi- 
ble plans of the ship canal, in order to prevent either 
France or England from coming in and reaping the 
honor and profit of this great enterprise. 

The result of this work cannot be fully estimated. 
The great saving in the carrying trade and the facilita- 
ting of the connections between Eastern Asia and 
Western America with Europe cannot be readily 
surmised. When the canal is completed nearly one- 
half of .the carrying trade of the world will be revo- 
lutionized? The commission has made a most thorough 
examination of all the evidence before them, and 
warmly urge upon Corgress the need of speedy action. 
Besides the testimony of the naval officers who have 
made the surveys, they had also the testimony of a 
civil commission made up of Messrs. Walton and 
Ammen, and Major McFarland, of the Army Engi- 
neer Corps, who have examined carefully the feasi- 
bility of a ship canal. In examining the various 
reports objections of an almost insurmountable nature 
were found in al but the Nicaragua route. It is a 
longer route than avy of the others, with the excep- 
tion, perhaps, of the Tehuantepec route, but its other 
advantages more than make up the bad feature of 
length. It is the only route where the climate is not 
dangerous to health. In the lower routes the malaria 
would destroy the greater portion of the workmen 
before the canal would be completed. It 1s the only 
route where a proper supply of water could be found, 
Lake Nicaragua upon this route being capable of 
furnisbing a constant and uniform supply of water 
The other routes are very defective in many other 
ways. They extend through a worthless waste of 
country that is impossible of development. The route 
through Nicaragua is represented as the paradise of 
Central America, and would return untold wealth 
under proper development. 

The cost of the ~ canal via the Nicaragua route 
is thus recapitulated by A. G. Menocal, Chief Engi- 
neer of Captain Lull’s expedition. The total distance 
from the harbor of Greytown, or San Juan del Norte, 
is 181 26-100 statute miles. The cost for the canul for 
this distance is thus summarized: 


EEE TORUIIIOD 6 i. 0 occ cccndcccdsncesses $21,680,777 
Middle Division............-...0........ 715,658 
AR odnccctnvndvcceccareecans 25,020,914 
i i . acce-6e scene eReceenanngnis 2,337,739 
Harbor of Greytown. ......-..-..+++++++- 2,822,630 





PD i cetiadeacche vendtoamennmaedl $52,577,718 
Add twenty-five percent. forcontingencies. 13,144,429 


EE aE reer T $65,722,147 


For the comparatively small sum of gixty odd 
millions, the commission claims, an enorrous return 
would be made. One item alone, it 1s thought, would 
make the expense of building the canal a good invest- 
ment, and thut is the shipment of California products 
to Europe and the ports upon the Atlantic coast, but 
more especially to Europe. California ships large 
quantities of wheat to the European markets at present. 
All of this wheat has to go around by Cape Horn, 
meeting the dangers of that sturmy passage and 
ea? long delay and expense that would all 
be obviated by the canal. 

To allow any foreign power to build this canal and 
we pay tolls to them for its use isa thing which the 
commission thinks the people of this country will not 
tolerate. The report advances arguments sustaining 
the Nicaragua route, the principal among which is that 
the climate through which the route passes is favorable 
to the construction and operation of the canal. " 
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. | Amphitrite, Monadnock, Miantonomab, Pur- 
itan, and Terror, are in proccss of complete 
repair, requiring from four to six months to 
finish if pushed, while the remaining 18, consist- 
: i ‘ , 3 torpedo-ships. Alar 
partment and naval service for the present year | '"$ of the Roanoke, the 2 torpedo-ships, Alarm 
Ba ee ; . : }and Intrepid, and 15 single-turreted monitors, 
is respectfully submitted : ? : ee ne ; 
« | namely, the Ajax,Canonicus,Camanche,Catskill, 
VESSELS OF THE NAVY. | Dictator, Jason, Lehigh, Mahopac, Manhattan, 
The number of vessels of every class and| Montauk, Nahant, Nantucket, Passaic, Sauges, 
jand Wyandotte, are all in good condition, ready 


Navy DerartMeEst, 
Washington, D.C., Now. 29, 1875. 
Sir: The following report of the Navy De-| 


description now borne on the Navy Register 


August, after a full restoration of the previously 
existing friendly relations. 

The Asiatic station.—The torce on this sta- 
tion, probably the most important of any of 
our foreign stations, consists of the Tennessee, 
(flag-ship,) Kearsarge, Yantic, Ashuelot, Mon- 
ocacy, Saco, and Palos, and is under the com- 
mand of Rear-Admiral William Reynolds. 
Rear-Admiral Alex. M. Pennock, whom he 
succeeded, relinquished the command at Yoko- 
hama, June 24, orf account of ill-health, and 





|for any service at any time. This makes 80 

available ships, including 16 iron-clads and 2 
torpedo-boats. 

a CRUISING STATIONS. 

Our cruising stations remain the some as last | 


is 147, -These carry, all told 1,195 guns, and 
are of 152,492 tons measurement. Of these, 26, 
carrying nominally 266 guns, are sailing-vessels 


without steam-power, of which number four, 
namely, the Santee, the Date, the Saratoga, and | reported in number and designation, being six | 
ve | separate stations, each commanded by a rear- 


the Portsmouth, are in use as training and/| ; : : - 

elie’ didn - Sue. the Gales Maite and Ge! admiral, and designated respectively the Euro- 
PFACUCe SHIPS 5 LW, the cant Mary's and the) pean, the Asiatic, the South Pacific, the North | 
Jamestown, are assigned to States as ol-| Pacitie, the South Atlantic, and the North} 
ships, under the act of Congress providing| Atlantic stations. These comprise within 
therefor; three, the Pawnee, the Saint Louis, | their limits the whole field of naval operations | 
; |in every part of the world. 
: ‘ : | The Kuropean Station.—There has been, as | 
or as quarters; six, the Antietam, the Ohio, the | vet, no change in the force on this station | 
Vermont, the Supply, the Onward, and the| during the past year, which is composed of the | 
Guard as coal, store, and supply ships at the| Franklin, flag-ship, Congress, Alaska, and | 
Juniata. Rear-Admiral John L. Worden, who | 
|is at present in command, left Norfolk January 


e 
c 


| 
| 
} 


| 


and the Saint Lawrence, in use as hospital-ships 


various stations and for the several squadrons ; 


|'Te 


returned home by mail-steamer to San Francisco. 
Commander R. F. R. Lewis, the senior officer 


on the station, was left in command until the 


arrival out of Rear-Admiral Reynolds. The 
latter sailed in the Tennessee from New York, 
June 26, and proceeded to his station by way 
of the Mediterranean and the Suez Canal. The 
nnessee touched at Gibraltar and Palermo, 
passed safely throngh the canal, thence on to 
Aden, Bombay, Columbo, and Penang, at which 
latter place Rear Admiral Reynolds reported 
his arrival on the 26th of September. He has 
probably reached Yokohama, the headquarters 
of the station. 

The Hartford, which has been a full term on 
the station as flag-ship, returned home by the 
same route—the Saez Canal and the Mediter- 
ranean—and arrived at New York, October 19, 


six, namely, the Independence, jthe New 


Hampshire, the Relief, the Sabine, the Potomac, 
and the Savannah in commission as receiving 
ships; two, the Macedonian, and the Cyane laid 
up in ordinary as useless for any present pur- 
pose, and one, the old New Orleans, remain- 
ing, as has been the case for the last halfcentury, 


The Con- 


on the stocks at Sackett’s Harbor. 
stellation is useful as a practice-ship. These 
ships, though most of them are useful for the 
purpose to which they are assigned and to some 
extent a necessary part ot the naval service, 


are in fact mere representatives of the Navy of 


the past, still remaining on the Register to be 
utilized as best may be, but of little or no value 
as part of an efficient force for either the cruis- 
ing or fighting purposes of the present day. 
‘The steam-vessels of the Navy, as dis- 
tinguished from iron-clads and torpedo-ships, 
number in the whole ninety-five, of which, 
however, twenty-five are tugs, employed as 


towing, ferry, or torpedo boats at the various | 


navy-yards or stations, or in use as suryeying- 
vessels, or in the service of the Fish-Commission 
in accordance with the law directing the same. 
Twenty-nine of all classes are in ordinary at 
the yards on the Atlantic or at Mare Island; 
three, namely, the Gettysburg, the Despatch, 
and the Tallapoosa, are used as freight and 


dispatch vessels; three more are in commission | 
as training and receiving ships, at all times) 


ready for service, and the remainder are in 
commission on the several stations or are at the 
various navy-yards ready for use when required. 


Of these wooden ships, 18 are in fact new, | 


the Trenton, Adams, Essex, Enterprise, Alliance, 
Alert, Huron, and Ranger, being the 8 new 
sloops built under special appropriation, and 10 
others, the Monongahela, ‘Tennessee, Mohican, 
Swatara, Vandalia, Marian, Quinnebaug, Gale- 
na, Nipsic, and Tallapoosa being rebuilt with 
live oak timber and substantially new machinery 
during the two or three years last past. Besides 
such of these new ships as are in commission, 
32 others, including the largest and most 
efficient ships of the Navy, are in actual service | 
as cruisers or training-ships, and 12 of the re- 
mainder, though requiring more or less repairs 
to their boilders and machinery, could, if needed 
be put into condition for service, as soon as | 
sailors could be enlisted to man them. | 
Iron-cLaps.—Our iron-clad fleet consists of | 
26 vessels, classed as follows: 3, the Massachu- | 
setts, Oregon, and Colossus, which are ofaclass 
and in condition to be of no service whatever, 
having been designed during the war as large 
sea-going iron-clads, but never launched, and 
though their names still appear on the Navy 
List, they consist only of their wooden frames, 
with a single exception, much deteriorated by 
time, and their unfinished armor and machinery 
stored in the navy-yards. The remaining 23, 
consisting of 21 vessels of the monitor type, and 
2 iron torpedo-ships, are all efficient vessels of 
their class, and very powerful in both defensive 
and offensive operations nearour shores. Five 


of them, namely, the double-turreted monitors 








'14, in the Powhatan, which was assigned to 
ithis special duty, and to bring home Rear- 
| Admiral A. L, Case, relieved on his retirement, 


‘the station. The Powhatan arrived at Lisbon 
| January 29, and on February 3 following, the 


| transfer of commands took place at that port. | 


February 8 she left Lisbon for home, touched 
at Madeira, and reached New York, March 18. 
The several vessels of the station which had 
been assembled at Lisbon proceeded to the 
Mediterranean, and, separating soon after, vis- 
ited the principal commercial ports from the 
straits to the eastern coast. 

Leaving the Congress in the Mediterranean, 
Rear-Admiral Worden proceeded, in May, in 
ithe Franklin, taking with him the Alaska -and 
Juniata, to the German Coast. The last-named 
vessel, delayed on account of an accident to 
her machinery, did not go farther than Ham- 
burg. The Franklin and Alaska entered the 
Elbe, visited Glackstadt, and proceeded thence 
to Kiel, Stockholm, and Cronstadt, arriving at 
the last-mentioned port July 13. They re- 
| mained until July 20, and returned, via Copen- 


hagen, to Southampton, when the three vessels | 


again met. The reception of the officers and 
men of these ships, at the several ports men- 
tioned, was of the most gratifying character, and 
the interchange of civilities was*calculated to 
strengthen the already strong ties of friendship 
existing between the respective countries. The 
vessels proceeded southward from Southampton 
| August 30, the Alaska via Havre, and entered 
Lisbon early in September. 

The Congress had in the meantime visited 
various ports from Gibraltar to Alexandria, but, 
in consequence of the rigid quarantine main- 
tained in the ports of Syria, contemplated 
cruises marked out tor that coast could not be 
made. 

Since their return to the Mediterranean con- 
tinued activity has marked the movements of 
the vessels of the station. 

Only one circumstance has arisen within tae 
limits of the command to mar the pleasant and 
usually existing intercourse. It became nec- 
essary in August last to order two vessels to 
Tripoli to inquire into insults offered to the 
consul of the United States by sailors of the 
Tripolitan squadron. 

The Hartford, then just out of the canal, (on 
the way home from the Asiatic station,) was 
telegraphed to touch at Tripoli, and Rear- 
Admiral Worden received orders to send one 
or more vessels of his command, if necessary, 
to that point for the purpose stated, and he 
accordingly dispatched the Congress. Both 
vessels arrived about the same time, the 17th 
of August, and the senior, in command entered 
upon the duty to which he was assigned, 
They were not well received by irresponsible 
parties on shore, who made some rude demon- 
strations; but the matters were soon satisfac- 
torily settled, suitable atonement being made 
by the Tripolitan government, and the two 
vessels took their departure on the 28th of 


| 


‘and others who had served their full term on | 


/and was put temporarily out of commission. 


The Lackawanna, also, has returned home, 
having arrived at San Francisco April 27, 
The vessels composing the force on this sta- 
tion have performed the usual routine of cruis- 
ing, although some of them, having been long 
in commission, have, of necessity, undergone 
considerable repair. The commercial ports in 
Japan and China, open:to our vessels, have been 
frequently visited, and the cruising has ‘also 
been extended to Sumatra, Batavia, Borneo, 
| Manila, Singapore, and other settlements in the 
' straits. Neither our citizens, nor their property 
or interests, over this vast field of commerce 
and resort, have been so interfered with as to 
appeal for naval protection, and the most cor- 
| dial relations have continued to prevail be- 
| tween our officers and the authorities of all the 
eastern powers. 
The South Pacific station.—The vessels now 
on this station are the same as at the date of 
|the last annual report: the Richmond, (flag- 
'ship,) Omaha, and Onward ; the last named of 
| which is used for a stationary store-ship at Cal- 
| lao. : 
Rear Admiral Napoleon Collins, who was in 
command of the force one year ago, died at 
Callao on the 10th of August last. Funeral 
honors of the highest order, due to his promi- 
nent rank and long and faithful service, were 
shown to his memory by the officers of his 
command, and the officers, authorities, and 
citizens of other nations, to whom he was known 
and with whom he had been associated on the 
station. By his death, Captain Edward Simp- 
son, senior officer on the station, become tem- 
porarily the commander of the station, and 
continued so until the arrival of a successor to 
Rear- Admiral Collins, Rear-Admiral Reed Wer- 
den, who reached Panama September 25, and 
hoisted his flag on the Richmond. 


During the political disturbances on the Isth- 
mus of Panama, in August and September, on 
account of which some apprehension was felt 
lest lawless parties might interrupt the transit 
over the railroad, molest our citizens, or injure 
their property, two cruisers of this station were 
ordered to remain in the bay of Panama, pre- 
pared to render assistance, so long as their 
presence should be necessary. Quiet was re- 
stored without ‘any interference on the part of 
our force, and Kear-Admiral Werden sailed 
from Panama, in the Richmond, October 25, 
tor the southern part of the station, leaving the 
Omaha still in port. 

The small number of cruisers available for 
service on this station, rendering it inexpedient 
for either of the two vessels now there to ex- 
tend their movements to the. islands of the 
South Pacific and to Australia, they are neces- 
sarily confined to the west coast of South 
America, from Panama to the ports of Chili. 

The North Pacific station.—The force on this 
station is commanded by Rear-Admiral John 


J. Almy, and consists at present of the flag- 
ship Pensacola and the Tuscarora. 
cia, Porthsmouth, and Narragansett have been 
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put out of commission during the past year, 
the last mentioned having completed. during 
the year, a series of useful surveys in the route 
of the steamers along the California and Mex- 
ican coasts, 

The Saranac, one of the most useful vessels 
on the station, was lost in Seymour Narrows, 
on the 18th of June last, while on the passage 
to Sitka, the fur-seal islands, and Behring 
Straits. In connection with the unfortunate 
loss of this vessel, it is a pleasure to recur to 
the courteous and valuable service of the offi- 
cers of Her Britannic Majesty’s government oa 
that station. In passing through the narrows, 
the Saranac was caught in a whirlpool, thrown 
violently on a sunken rock, and so badly injur- 
ed as to sink in deep water soon after reaching 
the neighboring shore. Her officers and crew 
were safely landed, but a scanty supply of pro- 
visions and clothing only wassaved. <A cutter 
was sent to Victoria for assistance, but in the 
meantime, information of the disaster having 
incidentally reached MRear-Admiral A. A. 
Cochran, C.B., the commander of Her Britannic 
Majesty’s naval force on that station, he, with 
great promptness and forethought, dispatched 
one of his squadron, the Myrmidon, Comman- 
der Richard Hare, under a full head of steam, 
to the assistance of the officers and crew of the 
Saranac. The Myrmidon reached Seymour 
Narrows in advance of the steamer which had 
been engaged at Victoria. Every possible as- 
sistance was extended to the shipwrecked peo- 
ple, and their wants, such as provisions, blan- 

‘ets, clothing, &c., immediately supplied. 
Part of them were transferred to the Myrmidon, 
and the others to the Hudson Bay Company’s 
steamer Otter, and conveyed to Victoria. 
Rear-Admiral Cochran himself, in the evening 
of the same day on which he sent the Myrmi- 
don, left Victoria in his flag-ship, the Repulse, 
for Seymour Narrows, fully provided with di- 
vers, lighters, and other appliances for either 


and good-will between the rulers of Samoa 
and the citizens of the United States. Mr. 
Steinberger, special United States commissioner, 
availed himself of a passnge on the Tuscarora 


which time be was at Montevideo. He con- 
templated a visit to the southwest coast of 
Africa, leaving early in December. 

Careful sanitary measures have been neces- 





raising the Saranac or recovering her guns and | 


other articles. The impossibility, in the opin- 
ion of the officers of the Saranac, who were met 
on the way, of rendering any service of this 
nature, alone prevented Rear-Admiral Cochran 
from making an effort to carry out the purpose 
so generously conceived. His excellency James 
W. Teatch, lieutenant-governor of the province, 
and Mr. J. If. Innis, Her Britannic Majesty’s 
store-keeper at Victoria, as did the officers of Her 
Britannic Majesty's two vexsels named, extend- 
ed cheerful aid to the officers and crew of the Sar- 
anac while waiting transportation to San Fran- 
cisco, The Department duly acknowledged 
and expressed its appreciation of these kind 
acts of Her Britannic Majesty’s officers, but de- 
sires to thus publicly recognize the same, 

The Benicia having been placed at the dis- 
posal of his Majesty the King of the Hawaiian 
Islands, who desired to visit the United States, 
received him and his suite on board, at Hono- 
lulu, in November, 1874, with appropriate 
honor, and safely landed them at San Francisco 
about the Ist of December. On the conclusion 
of his visit, His Majesty was offered a passage 
back to his dominions in the Pensacola, the 
flag-ship of the station. He embarked at San 
Francisco February 2, and disembarked at 
Honolul: on the 15th of the same month. Such 
means as were at the command of the Navy 
Department were not spared to provide for the 


to Samoa on this occasion. 


again from San Francisco, on the 31st October, 


for Honolulu, and will run a line of deep-sea 
This 


soundings from that point to Australia. 
is an important cruise, and she will be absent 
some months, 

The Saranac, in the early part of the year, 
returned from a visit to La Paz and 
places in the Gulf of California, whither she 
was sent in consequence of disturbances affect- 
ing the lives, property, and interests of Ameri- 
can citizens. All proper steps, under the cir- 
cumstances, were taken by her commanding 
officer, looking to the protection and encour- 
agement of our people engaged in miuing and 
other lawful pursuits in that quarter. Her loss, 
as hereinbefore stated, interrupted a cruise 
which promised to be both useful and interest 
ing, commercially and scientifically. 

Rear-Admiral Almy has given much of his 
time to the Hawaiian group, probably the most 
important and interesting quarter of his com- 
mand, He sailed from there on the 25th of 
September last for Lower California and the 
west coast of Mexico, and is looked for at 
San Francisco about February. 

The South Atlantic Station.—The force on 
this station is commanded by Real-Admiral 
William E. Le Roy, and consists of the Brook- 
lyn, (flag-ship,) Monongahela, Wasp, and 
Frolic. The Brooklyn joined the station May 
20, taking the place of the Lancaster, and the 
Frolic has probably reached it. The latter is 
to succeed the Wasp, which is about worn out, 
and not being in a condition to make the pas- 
sage home, has been ordered to be sold out 
there. 

The Laneaster, with the exception of the 
few months when she was recalled for service 
on the North Atlantic station, has been on the 
coast of Brazil since 1869, in constant use, and 


having been ordered home sailed from Rio de) 
Janeiro April 22, with every prospect of a fair! 


and happy voyage—the Monongahela taking 
her place temporarily as flag-ship until the ar- 
rival out of the Brooklyn. A few days after her 


departure from Rio de Janeiro yellow fever of | 


a violent and fatal type appeared on board, 


and the ship was not freed of its presence until | 


the senior medical officer, the assistant surgeon, 
and one of the lieutenants, all officers of high 
character and promise, had fallen victims to it. 
In this emergency, with but one other medical 
officer left upon whom to rely for professional 
aid, a long digtance from home, and upward of 
tour hundred souls on board, the commanding 
officer of the Lancaster very wisely concluded 
to run into the Brazilian port of Bahia, some 
four hundred miles to the westward. On her 


‘arrival, Baron Ivanheimer, commodore com- 


comfort of His Majesty and suite, both on ship- | 


board and during their, stay in the country; 
and the relations between them and the officers 
of our naval service were of a most agreeable 


and gratifying nature. He subsequently availed | 
accepting a duty, which, in the event of a re- 


himself of a passage in the Pensacola, which 
contemplated a cruise among the islands of the 
Hawaiian group, to visit some of the more im- 
portant ports of his dominions, 

The Tuscarora, which has been engaged in 
deep-sea soundings, while performing other 
legitimate duties, after completing a line from 
San Francisco to Honolulu, left the latter port 
on the 4th of March for the Samoan group, for 
the purpose of conducting, at the instance of 
the Department of State, an inquiry into the 
claims, or complaints, of American citizens 
against the natives of that group. 
was performed in a highly satisfactory and 


manding the Brazilian squadron, was in port, 


and immediately on learning of the serious | 


loss sustained by the Lancaster came forward 
with every offer of assistance. The hospital 
was opened, and he also tendered the services 
of one of the surgeons of his flag-ship, Dr. E. 
A. F. Da Rocha, to accompany the Lancaster 
home. The services were gratefully accepted, 
and the Laneaster, after obtaining necessary 
supplies, pursued her voyage. Fortunately no 
other cases of fever appeared, and the ship 
reached Norfolk June 25, and was ordered to 


Portsmouth, N. H., and put out of commission. | 


The self-sacrificing spirit of Dr. Da Rocha in 


appearance of the fever, promised to be both 
arduous and dangerous, was not less worthy 


of admiration than the generous act of Baron 


This duty | 


prudent manner, and the course of her com-| 
manding officer and those associated with .him 
was such as to inspire a feeling of friendship 


Ivanheimer in tendering the services of a com- 
petent surgeon of his own command to accom- 
pany the Lancaster to the United States. Dr. 
Da Rocha was attentively cared for during his 
necessary detention in this country and pro- 
vided with a passage back to his own. 

The Monongahela, which was sent to Ker- 


Returning from 
this service, the Tuscarora retitted and sailed 


other 


sary on this station during the past year to 
keep the vessels clear of fever. Some other 
deaths from this cause, than those herein men- 
tion, have occurred, but great improvement 
has recently been reported in the health of the 
station. 


The North Atlantic Station.—This station 
is commanded by Rear-Admiral J. Rk. M. Mul- 
lany. Of the vessels which composed the 
force on this station one year ago, the Canan- 
daigua, Kansas, and Wachusett have been 
withdrawn and put out of commission ; the 
Brooklyn has been transferred to the South 
Atlantic station, and the Colorado sent to New 
York as a receiving-ship. The Plymouth, the 
Hartford, the Swetara, the Alert, the Huron, 
the Powhatan, the Rio Bravo, and the De- 
spatch have been added to it in the meantime, 
so that it now consists of the Hartford, Wor- 
cester, Powhatan, Plymouth, Swatara, Ossipee, 
Alert, Huron, Shawmut, Rio Bravo, Despatch, 
Dictator, Canonicus, tug Pinta, and store-ship 
Pawnee. 

carly in the year the vessels were stationed 
chiefly at New Orleans and Key West, but 
were soon after distributed to other parts of 
the command. The Canandaigua was ordered 
to Aspinwall, and thence to the Atrato and 
Napipi, in connection with the examination of 
the isthmus, which was made by Lieutenant 
Frederick Collins and party. On the comple 
tion of this duty she returned tu New Orleans ; 
thence to Port Royal and Norfolk, at which 
| latter port she was laid up. 

Rear-Admiral, Mullany, himself left New 
Ovieans March 22, in the Worcester, and meet- 
ing the Colorado at Havana, transferred his 
‘flag to the latter vessel, which continued as 
{the flag-ship until her departure from Port 
| Royal, May 13, for Hampton Roads and New 
York, when he transferred his tlag to the Wor- 
cester. As early as April it was found that 
the appearance of yellow fever at Key West 
rendered it unsafe to keep the vessels at that 
place ; accordingly the Plymouth, Ossipee, and 
Shawmut, on the 6th of April, were dispatched 
in various directions, and the Colorado, Wor- 
cester, Dictator, Pawnee, and Pinta were or- 
‘dered to Port Royal, where the three last 








|mentioned have since remained. 

The Ossipee visited Vera Cruz, Tampico, 
| Galveston, and returned to Port Royal. Sub- 
|sequently she visited Aspinwall, where she re- 
!mained some weeks, and returned to Port 
| Royal again in July, was then ordered to Nor- 
| folk for slight repairs, and to give her crew 
liberty, and on the 27th of October sailed on a 
leruise through the Windward Islands, from 
| which she has since returned to Port Royal. 
‘The Plymouth visited Mantanzas, Cape Hay- 
| tien, Samana, San Juan, (Porto Rico,) Saint 
| Thomas, and Santa Cruz; returned to Port 
| Royal; was then dispatched to the Rio Grande, 
| where her launches and boats were engaged on 
| picket-duty ; returned, via Port Royal to Nor- 

folk, where she now is. The Shawmut made 
}some examinations near Walling’s Island, and 
‘afterward made a eruise to Port au Price, Ja- 
imaica, Honduras, Bay Islands, and Havana, 
and on the 16th of August sailed from Norfolk 
| for Aspinwall, at which latter port she was 
| wher last heard from. 

In consequence of political troubles in Pan- 
jama, Rear-Admiral Mullany was in Angust 
ordered to proceed to Aspinwall in the Wor- 
_cester, for the purpose of protecting our citi- 
|zens and keeping open the transit on the 
isthmus, should either be endangered. He 
arrived there August 14. The vessels of the 
South Pacific station, the Richmond and Oma- 
jha, at Panama, were temporarily placed sub- 
ject to his orders, so far as they were needed, 
for the protection of the transit and ‘our citi- 
zens. No occasion arose for the use of the 
means at his command; every indication was 


guelen Island to receive the transit-of-Venus | shown of a desire on the part of those in au- 


observers stationed there, was suecessful in her 


mission, and returned to Rio de Janeiro April 
19, after four months’ absence. 

Advices have been received from Rear-Ad- 
miral Le Roy, under date of October 13, at 


‘thority to observe treaty-stipulations and to 
respect the rights guaranteed our citizens; 
and, with the assurance that these should con- 
tinue to be observed, he departed from Aspin- 
wall October 24, touched at Kingston, Ha- 
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vana, and Key West, and arrived in Hampton 
Roads November 12. 

The vessels of the station have cruised with 
diligence, and it has been neeessary that they 
should come to Norfolk to give their crews 
liberty, which some had not had for many 
months. 

This station comprises within its limits all 
the West Indian and adjacent islands, the 


waters of the Caribbean Sea and the Gulf of 


Mexico, and those that wash the shores of the 
great isthmus, Central America, and the Span- 
ish main.- Here it is that most of ovr home 
and coasting trade touches foreign waters and 
comes in contact with foreign authority. Here 
are centered the most delicate interests of our 
commerce, and hére arise the most difficult re- 
sponsibilities which rest upon us in our rela- 
tions to other governments. The fleet which 
occupies this station is sometimes called the 
home squadron. It now consists, for general 
purposes, of the ships above mentioned, but 


the past year to complete the survey for an in- 
teroceanic canal across the great isthmus. One, 
an expedition under the command of Lieut. 
Frederick Collins, was sent in January, with 
instructions to make a careful survey of the 
proposed Napipi Canal route, and to determine 
the character of the line in that vicinity found 
best suited to the construction of a ship-canal. 

This expedition was transported to the Gulf 
of Uraba by the United States steamer Canan- 
daigua, and thence up the Atrato to the field of 
operations in the boats of that ship, They ar- 
rived and commenced regular operations in the 
‘field on the 8th of February, and work was 
continued without interruption till the 28th of 
April. During this time a careful line of levels 
| was run from the Atrato near the mouth of the 
| Napipi to the Pacific, and the country along 
ithe line elaborately reconnoitered to develop 
|its topographical features. 








| 


| For the first five miles of the route swamps 
jand morasses were encountered. From the 


all our iron-clads, except two which are st-| swampy region to the Pacific the country was 
tached to the Pacific fleet, really belong to it|foynd to be extremely hilly. As long as the 
when in commission. All our vessels on de-} line followed the valley of the Napipi, how- 
tached service in the Atlantic can also be/eyer, it was found possible to avoid the greater 
readily attached to this fleet, as well as our| part of the hills, but in the valley of the Do- 
reserved force of receiving and training ships, | guado they could not be avoided, and in this 
kept in condition for service at the various | section of the canal very deep cutting would 
Atlantic scations. It could also be rapidly re-| pe required. , 

inforced at any time by all the ships in ordi-| The length of tunnel necessary to carry the 
nary at the several Atlantic navy-yards which | canal under the dividing ridge, which attains a 
are fit for service. The ships of the European | height of 778 feet, was touund to be 3.5 miles. 
and South Atlantic stations are also within | The total length of the canal line by this route, 
call, and could reach our shores in less than a/as determined by Lieutenant Collins, is 32.2 
month, should their presence be needed. By | miles, and his estimates of the probable cost of 
utilizing all these means, we should be able, if| the construction of a suitable canal, with all 
required, to bring into actual service on our/the works necessary for its preservation and 
own shores, in a very short time, a fleet of at} successful operation, amount to $98,000,000. 
least 40 cruisers, carrying over 500 guns, be-| The other expedition was under charge of 
sides 15 iron-clads and 2 iron torpedo-ships. | Commander Edward P. Lull, and was directed 
Considerably more than one-half of this force |t> make surveys near the line of the Panama 
is already in commission, and the remainder | Railroad. This expedition sailed from New 


portant, final opinion must be postponed till all 
the data can be given and considered. 
CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION, 

The centennial building, contracted for by 
the executive departments, ten thousand four 
hundred feet of which have been assigned for 
articles belonging to the Navy, is well ad- 
vanced, and will probably be completed by 
January 1, 1876. The naval contributions to 
the exposition, under the skillful and intelligent 
superintendence of Rear-Admiral Thornton A. 
Jenkins, are in a state of forwardness, The 
Ordnance Department has already on the 
grounds specimens of heavy ordnance, rifled 
and smooth bore; and the Bureaus under the 
control of the Navy Department give promise 
of a fair exhibition of the scientific and practi- 
cal utility of their various specialties, which 
cannot fail to be of interest to the people of 
the United States. 

HYDROGRAPHIC OFFICE. 

For the services rendered to hydrography 
and navigation by the United States Hydro- 
graphic Office during the last fiscal year, I 
refer you to the report of the hydrographer to 
the Bureau of Navigation. In my previous 
reports I have asked the attention of Congress 
to the requirements of this. office, to the ne- 
cessity of enabling it to furnish all that can be 
demanded in charts, sailing-directions, and 
hydrographic information to our commercial 
and naval marine. As progress in this branch 
must necessarily be slow where laborious com- 
pilation, construction of charts, and engraving 
are the accessories, it is more urgent that fair 
appropriations should be granted from year to° 
year, to the end that the full usefulness of the 
oftice may be developed as quickly as possible. 
The survey of the Pacitic Ocean, its dangers 
and reported dangers, was necessarily aban- 
doned upon the completion of the survey of the 
Gulf of California and the mouth of the Colo- 
rado River, owing to the failure of Congress to 











might be put into service as rapidly as their] York on the 5th of January last, arrived at 

erews could be enlisted and organized. Aspinwall, United States of Colombia, on the | 

THE TRANSIT OF VENUS, 116th of the same month. Operations were at | 

In my report of last year I gave an account | once begun and continued until the 3d of the| 

of the organization of the expeditions for ob- | following April, when the surveys were con- 
serving the transit of Venus in December last, 


eluded. 
of the preliminary practice at the Naval Obser- 





grant the appropriation requested for its con- 
tinuance. 

The Department is fully alive to the necessity 
of conducting these foreign surveys, especially 
in the Pacific Ocean, of employing our. Navy 
officers during peace in a work so important to 
commerce and to geographical science, and of 


The results obtained by the expedition are 
vatory, and of the final departure of the expe- 


ditions to their destinations. 
The northern stations were Wladiwostok, in 
Siberia ; Peking, in China, and Nagasaki, in 


the location of a practicable line for an inter-| adding our mite to the explorations constantly 
‘oceanic ship-canal 26 feet deep from the bay of| carried on by other great maritime nations, in 
Aspinwall on the Carribean Sea to Panama on the surveying and mapping out the unsurveyed 
the Pacific. The total length of the line is 41.7 | world, which still constitutes about one-half of 


statute miles. Twelve lift-locks en each side| the coasts and waters of the globe. It was 
will be required and one tide-lock at Panama, | with great regret that this Department was 
land, and Chatham Island. or twenty-five in all, The lift of the locks will | compelled to withdraw the -United States 
At no one of these stations did the observers | be 10.3 feet each; that of the tide-lock 10 feet.| steamer Narragansett, Commander. George 
fail entirely, though the degree of success was | It is proposed to cross the river Chagres by | Dewey, from the survey of the Pacific Ocean. 
various at different places, the weather of course | means of a viaduct 1,800 feet in length. His work, commenced on the coast of Lower 
being the cause of this variation. It is grati-| The water-supply is to be drawn from the California and abandoned after the completion 
fying to be able to say as much as this. Some | river Chagres, and to be conveyed to the canal | of the survey of the gulf, was well done, and 
parties belonging to other nations failed in| by a feeder 10.22 miles in length, The Chagres | oaye promise of ability and accuracy in carrying 
consequence of bad weather. | was found by careful gauging to discharge at out the further surveys contemplated by this 
The gentlemen composing the three northern an unusnally low stage 55,900,800 cubic feet Department. I recommend that this survey be 
parties returned to the United States by the/|per day, a quantity considerably in excess of! continued; that two three masted schooners be 
established lines of communication. The party |the maximum possible demand of the canal.) built or purchased for the completion of this: 
at Kerguelon Island was taken off by the Mo-| Ample culverts are provided for the passage work, and for service in surveys under the 
nongahela and carried to Cape Town, whence | under the viaduct of all the superabundant| Nayy Department. I also request that the 
it took the regular steam-packet to England, | waters of the Chagres in times of freshets. amount requisite to complete the engraving of 
and thence to New York. The other southern| The total estimated cost of opening a canal | the charts of the Gulf and coast of Lower Cal- 
parties were carried in the Swatara to Mel-|for ship-navigation through the Isthmus of | jfornia, already constructed, may be granted. 
bourne, and thence returned to the United | Panama, is, after adding, to provide for contin-' Under the Hydrographic Office the work for 
States by such routes as they preferred, the ex-| gencies, 25 per cent., to the computed cost, the determination of the geographical positions 
cess of expense thus incurred being defrayed | $94,911,360. of yarious points in the West Indies has been 
by_themselves. I have the honor also to transmit to you a | diligently prosecuted by Lieut. Commander ¥. 
Mr. Seebohm, chief photographer of the|report made to yourself by the distinguished! M. Green and the officers of the United States 
Chatham Island party, died at Bahia, Brazil, on | commission appointed by you to consider the! steamer Fortune, and is now being continued 
his way out, having suffered exceedingly from | whole subject of communication by canal be-| by the same officers in the United States steam- 
sea-sickness during the passage. With this}tween the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, over er Gettysburg, the Fortune having proved unfit 
single exception, good health prevailed through- | the Isthmus. This report is very concise, stat-| for prelonged service at sea. This work calls 
out, and no untoward incident occurred to in- | ing only results, and is made in advance of) for no extra expenditure, and the results thus 
terrupt or delay the progress of the several | their more elaborate and final report, giving the | far indicate its great importance. Much interest 
parties to their respective stations, | data npon which these are founded. has been manifested in its success by geogra- 
The commission on the transit of Venus is at! After a careful examination of all the routes phers both at home and abroad, and the most 
present engaged in the re-examination and | proposed, their unanimous conclusion is that | vratifying courtesy and assistance have been 
verification of the instruments used in the ob-|the one known as “the Nicaraguan Route,” | extended to the officers of the expedition by 
servations. It regards these observations, taken | beginning at or near Greytown on the Atlantic | both foreign authorities and the officials ot’ the 
as 2 whole, and in connection with those of side, and ending north of the Rio del Brito on telegraph companies whose cables are being 
other nations, as satisfactory, and as promising | the Pacific, affords the most advantages and | ysed for the determination of longitudes. The 
valuable results, | presents the fewest difficulties of any route yet positions of Panama, Aspinwall, Kingston 
The publication of the volume containing the | found across the Isthmus. ‘Santiago de Cuba, and Havana have been 
observations has been placed in charge of the| ‘These conclusions will. command the highest | determined with precision, and the work of 
secretary of the commission. ‘respect on account of the character of the extending the measuremements through the 
‘commission and the labor bestowed by them) Windward Islands to the continent. of South 
1 subject so im-| America is now being performed. Injconnec- 


Japan ; the southern stations were Kerguelen 
Island, Hobart Town, Queenstown, New Zea- 








SURVEYS FOR INTEROCEANIC CANAL, 
Two expeditions have been sent out during ! 


upon their work, though on : 
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tion with this work the commanding officer of continuously carried on. This yard eontains a| sezmen to man their navies, and are atiempt- 
the Gettysburg has been directed to collect | quantity of excellent machinery, and as a man-| ing, by establishing schools and training-ships 
material for the completion of a much needed | ufacturing-yard has no superior in this country. | in their ports, to provide for the education and 
directory for the navigation of the West india} Norfolk.—The excellent location of this} training of boys to beeome sailors. It is said 
Islands, and to make deep-sea soundings in| navy-yard commends it to the favorable con-| that England turns out yearly 3,000 boys from 
various localities where the depths of the ocean | sideration of Congress. It has been partially | her training ships for her navy. Some efforts 
have not been examined, and where such rebuilt, but much yet remains to be done be-| have formerly been made under the laws of 
examination will be of scientific importance. _ fore it will be restored to its former state of ef-| Congress to enlist boys as apprentices, but 

Should it be found practicable, it is the in-| ficiency. Appropriations are asked for an ad- they have failed, owing partly to the very 
tention of this Department to continue these ditional timber-shed and for a shell-house at) elaborate system of education and training 
valuable observations along both coasts of South Craney Island. | adopted, and partly to the fact that induce- 
America, using the telegraphic cables for| Pensacola—During the past year the old: ments were held out to the boys which could not 
determining, with an accuracy otherwise unat- | hospital-building within the walls of the yard be realized. Under the present system, which 
tainable, the vexed question of longitudes. | has been torn down and destroyed, ard a new is purely experimental, about 250 have been 
The public spirit of the telegraph companies | hospital erected upon the ruins of one without enlisted and placed on board training-vessels, 
who have offered the use of their cables for | the walls, destroyed during the war. where they receive an elementary English edu- 
longitude determinations is worthy of high While it is not deemed wise to place this cation, and hre initiated in all the duties of 
commendation. /yaral in condition for building ships, yet it is | sailors on a man-of-war. 

I would reiterate the opinion, expressed in| considered eminently proper that it should; The object of the system adopted is solely 
my former reports, that the building at present | posséss all requisite facilities for docking and | to make the boys good and intelligent sailors 
occupied as the ‘United States Hydrographic | repairing the vessels of the North Atlantic! for the Navy, without attempting to prepare 
fice is unsuitable for that purpose, from want squadron. Several additional buildings are! them for any higher grade. The Chief of the 
of space and from having no fire-proof attach-| necessary, and estimates are submitted for an-| Bureau of Equipment, &c., reports very favor- 
ment, and [ recommend, as heretofore, that other timber-shed and a machine-shop for ably of the progress of the experiment, and 


means be taken as soon as possible for the con- steam-engincering. ‘asks for the enactment of a law authorizing the 
venience of the office and the safety of the) It is hoped that two sections of the iron sec- | enlistment of 500 boys, with an outfit of $50 
valuable data there collected. tional-dock for this navy-yard will be finished; to each, which recommendation I earnestly 
NAVY-YARDS. during the present fiscal year. recommend for the favorable consideration of 
For the past few years no appropriations Mare Island.—At this important naval arse- ‘ Congress. 
nal the principal work during the past year TIMBER—ORDNANCE—TORPEDOES. 


for new buildings or other works of improve- 


ment have been made for several of our navy- 28S been upon the new stone dry-dock and’ { am constrained to repeat the recommenda- 


j } " > rork ° ° e ° 
yards, and the small amount appropriated od yee os bee The work sate tions of my last oe as to the wisdom, in- 
repairs and preservation has proved insufficient | ™° @0cek has Deen pusned Torwarn as rapi'yY deed, almost absolute necessity, of securing, 

'as the small . roeyery would permit, and before it passes entirely away, as great a 


to keep the buildings, stocks, and wharves in| web na sg ge vedit 
that thorough state of repair and efficiency | ‘US #r 18 well Cone, and’ rellects credit upon Guantity as possible of our sea-shore live-oak, 


which should characterize all public works. | the engineer in charge. The estimate submit: | the pest ship-timber of the world. The rapid 
Kittery, Maine.—No new works have been | ted tor the continuance of the work is as small goterioration of all our vessels built of other 
built during the past year. The workshops |38 a due regard to cconomy will sanction. wood constantly warns us how invaluable is 
and wharves are in a fair condition, but repairs | New London.—During the Beco a the this timber, now so rapidly passing away. As 
will be necessary during the next year. ome ae “7 ger on gm samc na be | T have before said, it is the growth of centu- 
Boston.—No new works have been under- | Completed, ane : Ova oe on | ries, and when once gone will never be replaced. 
taken, all expenditures having been made for | ™¢ enlarged. An additional appropriation | yy, ¢ supply, which was never large, is being 
repairs. An appropriation for building a/ for the continuance of permanent improvements rapidly exhausted, and it becomes yearly more 
boundary-wall on the west side of the yard js 18 recommended. | difficult to procure, as what is left is being 
much needed, the only inclosure being a dilap- _ YELLOW FEVER AT PENSACOLA. _ \eagerly bought up for shipment abroad. All 
idated wooden fence, part of which forms the, _ This subject was particularly referred to in that we had of it, laid up by the old Navy 
site of a large coal-shed situated upon the ad- the last annual report of this Department, the commissioners, was consumed during the war, 
joining private property. In case of fire, the | officers and others at the navy-yard there hav-| and the Department has been endeavoring for 
property in the yard contiguous to this shed | ing the previous summer and fall passed through | the last few years, whenever it had the oppor- 
would be in much danger. Some of the build- | an epidemic of a severe character, fatal to many | tunity and the means, to secure what could be 
ings in the yard are old—temporary structures | of them. There has been more or less fear) had for present use,tor to be laid up to season 
—unfit for the purpose for which they are used ; | during the past season of the re-appearance of for the future use of the Navy. All our new 
and the necessity of an appropriation to supply | this disease within the limits of the station, wooden ships have been built of it, and 
' their place is pressing. The other objects sub-' particularly as it raged with extreme violence | whatever building or repairs are done should 
mitted are for the purpose of facilitating the | for several weeks at the military post, the Bar-| he, as far as possible, of this lasting material, 
transportation of material ; and the result of rancas, near by. Unremitting efforts have) which is as useful for the backing of armored 
their construction will be a saving of labor and | been made by the commandant of the yard! ships as for the frames of wooden cruisers. A 
consequent economy. during last winter and spring to put it in the | quantity sufficient to build quite a number of 
New York.—Nothing has been done beyond | best possible sanitary condition, tor which he} ships has been gathered at the various navy- 
the current repairs. The appropriations asked | had full authority and directions from the De-| yards; and annexed to this report will be 
for the protection of that part of the yard bor-| partment. As soon as the fever appeared in| found a statement of what is required of this 
dering upon the Brooklyn docks, and’ for the | the vicinity he was further authorized to use| material to complete the frames tor ships now 
improvement and enlargement of the ordnance- | all means in his judgment calculated to pre-! on hand. But to buy a requisite amount of 
dock, are very much needed. | serve the health of all under his command and | this expensive material out of current appro- 
Quite a large area of new ground has been| protect the public property under his charge. | propriations would cripple the Department too 
filled in during the past year without cost to| The yard had already been er fumi-| much in other things. In the opinion of the 
the Government, and is now valuable ground | gated and disinfected by the best means known; Department, measures should be taken, if pos- 
for all purposes of the navy-yard. old infected buildings and materials had been | sible, to prevent the exportation of such of 
I beg to renew the recommendation made in | "emoved, and temporary quarters for hospitals, | this timber as is left on our southern coast, 
my last annual report, as to the conservation | &c., provided. In addition to this a strict! and to secure it for the use of the Government. 
of this valuable navy-yard in its site and ter-| quarantine and its rigid enforcement, and the} This Bureau has been principally engaged in 
ritory. - removal of the unacclimated to a safe locality the routine duties of arming our men-ot-war, 
Philadelph ia.—In accordance with the acts | in the vicinity, were ne as the only other! and supplying the requisitions of squadrons 
of the last Congress measures have been adopt- | means, save a total abandonment of the station, | and single cruising ships abroad. 
ed for the removal of the public property at likely to secure immunity from a repetition of} At the same time experiments have been 
this navy-yard to League Island, and it has|the previous calamity. These measures ap-| made with regard to the introduction of breech- 
been advertised to be sold at an early date. | pear to have been well conceived and success- | loading howitzers into our system of boat-ar- 
League Istand.—The large storehouse for | fully executed ; for while the disease prevailed | mament; and the results have been so satisfac- 
steam-engineering has been carried up one | to @ distressing extent at the military post, the| tory as to warrant their manufacture and issue 
story ; the iron-plating shop is near comple-| general health of the naval’ command was well! as far as the limited appropriation will permit. 
tion; temporary wooden buildings have been | preserved. A few cases of fever, attributed it] be very powerful addition also to our boat- 
erected for the protection of the property from | Violation of regulations, some of which proved! equipment is found in the Gatling gun, which 
the Philadelphia navy-yard. The ship-houses | fatal, occurred among the marines at the close | is pow issued to all ships. 
at Philadelphia yard have been taken down | of the season; but the health of the station is; The necessity for making some provision 
and re-erected at League Island. jaend good, a all quarantine restrictions have | for arming our ships with rifled cannon is so 
In view of the large amount of work to be Seen removed. lobvious and pressing that, pending the con- 
done at this impentens naval-station, in order TRAINING OF BOYS. | struction of new guns, the Department pro- 
to place it in a condition to supply the requi-- The Department has deemed it advisable to | poses to convert a limited number of XI-inch 
site facilities for building and equipping vessels | resume the enlistment of boys, to serve till} smooth-bore guns into safe and efficient rifles 
of war, liberal appropriations are urged as a| reaching twenty-one years of age, under the} by the insertion of wrought-iron tubes; the 
measure of wise economy. | existing laws enacted for that purpose. The | recent experiments in this direction, made by 
Washington.—No appropriation for repairs | great want of intelligent native-born seamen! the Army-Ordnance, having clearly deter- 
was made by the last Congress for this navy-|to man our vessels has been seriously felt of| mined the practicability of making the con- 
yard, and the buildings will necessarily require | late years, and it becomes a measure of nu-| version with safety and certainty. 
a larger expenditure of money to place them in tional importance to remedy this evil. Other; A series of very interesting experiments in 
thorough condition than if the repairs had been | nations have felt the growing scarcity of good | ( Concluded on page 290.) 
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THE PRESIDENT’S: MESSAGE. 
HE Message of President Grant to the Congress 
of 1875-6 is certainly the boldest and best writ- 
ten that has been presented to the Nation by its pre- 
sent Chief Magistrate, during the eeven years of his 
occupancy of the chair. In the exordium he takes a 
very complete and comprehensive survey of the pro- 
gress of the nation during the century since 1776, 
the occasion arising naturally from the fact of the 
approaching Centennial. It serves, moreover, to 
introduce the first radical suggestions affecting public 
policy, which have been made by President Grant 
since his inauguration. After reviewing the past he 
proclaims it necessary to decide how best to avert 
the dangers that threaten republican institutions for 
the future, and boldly proposes a constitutional 
amendment. 

Assuming that the satety of a republic governed 
by the masses lies in the intelligence of those masses, 
he proposes that a provision be inserted in the Con- 
stitution of the United States, making it obligatory 
on all the States to establish free schoois in the rudi- 
mentary branches for all its children, “‘ irrespective 
of sex, color, birth-place, or religion, forbidding the 
teaching in said schools of religious, atheistic, or 
pagan tenets and prohibiting the granting of any 
school funds, or school taxes, or any part thereof, 
either by legislative, municipal, or other authority 
for the benefit, or in aid, directly or indirectly, of any 
religious sect or denomination, or in aid, or for the 
benefit, of any other object of any nature or kind 
whatever.” This is followed by an equally uu- 
compromising demand for the taxation in 
future of ecclesiastical property, “ exempting 
only the last resting-place of the dead, and possibly, 
with proper restrictions, church edifices.” He calls 
attention to the fact that there is at present in the 
United States one thousand millions of church pro- 
perty which pays no taxes and yet receives the pro- 
tection of the Government, and urges that the con- 
templation of so vast a property as here alluded to, 
without taxation, may lead to sequestration without 
constitutional authority and through blood. 

After these general questions, which are evidently 
regarded as of the first and greatest importance, the 
message proceeds to the consideration of our Foreign 
Relations. Among these the Spanish-C'uban question 
comes first in order after a few minor items as to the 
settlement of some trifling disputes, long pending 
with Chili and the United States of Colombia, in our 
favor. After reciting the payment by Spain of the 
Virginius claims and the long period of anarchy and 
bloodshed which has desolated Cuba, the President 
considers fully the question of the advisability of 
recognizing Cuba as a new State, and comes to the 


following conclusion : 

While conscious that the insurrection in Cuba has shown 
a strength and endurance which make it at least doubtful 
whether it be in the power of Spain to subdue it, 1t seems 
unquestionable that no such civil organization exists which 
may be recognized as an independent Government, capable 
of performing its international obligations and entitled to 
be treated as one of the powers of the earth. A recognition 
under such circumstances would be inconsistent with the 
facts, and would compel the power granting it soon to sup- 

ort by force the Government to which it had really given 
its only real claim to existence. In my j1dgment the United 
States should adhere to the policy and the principles which 
have heretofore been its sure and safe guides in like contests 
between revolted colonies and their mother country, and 
acting only upon the clearest evidence should avoid any 
possibility of suspicion or imputation. 

Having decided this question, the message dis- 
cusses the policy of according belligerent rights to 
the Cubans, which it pronounces equally unwise and 
useless, as giving the Cubans only moral support, as 
exposing the commerce of the United States to con- 
stant vexatious searches by the cruisers of both 
parties, and as unfriendly to Spain. The final resort 
in the whole case, if necessity compels, is announced 
to be intervention and arbitration; but no definite 
measure is proposed, pending the late negotiations 
with Spain, which, the President says, promise a 
peaceful solution of the difficulty. He says, in clos- 
ing, “1 shall feel it my duty sbould my hopes of a 
satisfactory adjustment and of the early restoration 
of peace. and the removal of future causes of com- 
plaint be unlMppily disappointed, to make a further 
communication to Congress at some period not far 
remote, and during the present session, recommending 
what may then seem to me to be necessary.” This 
sentence is the nearest approach the message makes 
to any suggestion of complication with Spain. 

The Cuban question thus dismissed, the next in 


order is Mexico. Here the message recites, as suc- 


\cinctly as possible, the indisputable and constant 


Mexican frontier outrages, but makes no recom- 
mendation on the subject. It promises an early 
report to Congress of the proceedings of the joint 
commission on claims, as soon as the proceedings of 
that commission are closed. 

The rest of the message devoted to foreign affairs 
treats of the Venezuela indemnities and the Alabama 
claim indemnities as paid. The first point of general 
policy in the following part of the message is one of 
great importance, and the President has put it with 
his old-time directness. It concerns the control of 
the various submarine cables, in which the United 
States is more directly interested than any other 
nation, since it was to open communication with her 
that they were laid. The message, after discussing 
the high rates of the cable monopoly, and their in- 
jurious effects on commerce, urges upon Congress 
the establishment of general regulations for the con- 
tract of Atlantic cable companies which will secure 
perfect reciprocity between the United States and 
other countries in the landing of cables; prohibition 
of consolidations and combinations to regulate and 
maintain the cost of telegraphing; precedence for 
official messages, and the right of Government to 
limit charges. 

The next question discussed, as to fraudulent 
naturalization of foreigners and the necessity of 
legislation on the subject of the expatriation of 
American citizens, is one of equal importance as 
affecting our general foreign policy. It is fully and 
exhaustively treated in the message, and the Presi- 
dent asks Congress directly for legislation to vacate 
fraudulent naturalizations, and to confine the respon- 
sibility of the Government to protecting its own real 
citizens, by making the laws more explicit and pre- 
cise than they are at present. 

On the subject of finance the message is for the 
first time cautious and hesitating. It earnestly 
advocates specie resumption, but continues: ‘‘I am 
not prepared to say that I can suggest the best legis- 
lation to secure the end most heartily commended. 
It will be a source of great gratification to me to be 
able to approve any measure of Congress looking 
effectively toward securing resumption.” It com- 
wmends for “earnest consideration,” however, three 
very sweeping measures : 


First—A repeal of so much of the legal-tender act as 
makes these notes receivable for debts contracted after a 
date to be fixed in the act itself—say not later than the Ist 
of January, 1877. 

Second—That the Secretary of the Treasury be author- 
ized to redeem say not to exceed $2,000,000 monthly of 
legal-tender notes by issuing in their stead a long bond, 
bearing interest at the rate of three and sixty-five hun- 
dredths per cent. per annum, of denominations ranging 
from $50 to $1,000 each. : 

Third—That additional power be given to the Secretary 
of the Treasury to accumulate gold for final redemption, 
either by increasing the revenue, curtailing expenses, or 
both 

After finance the Army comes in for notice. The 
message, after referring to the report of the Secre- 
tary of War, asks for legislation on the following 
subjects therein mentioned : First—The necessity of 
making $300,000 of the appropriation for the Sub- 
sistence Department available before the beginning 
of the next fiscal year. Secomd—The enactment of 
a system of annuities for the families of deceased 
officers. -Third—The repeal of the law abolishing 
mileage and a return to the old system. Fourth— 
An appropriation for the trial and purchase of torpe- 
does under the Corps of Engineers. Fifth A per- 
manent organization of the Signal Corps. Sixth-— 
A renewal of the appropriation for compiling the 
official records of the war, etc. 

Of the sister branch of the united services the 
President speaks at considerable length, recapitula- 
ting whut is said in the Secretary’s report which we 
publish, as to the condition of the various vessels 
in our Navy, and concluding : 

This constitutes a fleet of more than fifty war ships, of 
which fifteen are iron-clad, now in hand on the Atlantic 
coast. The Navy has been brought to this condition by a 
judicious and practical application of what could be spared 
from the current appropriations of the last few years, and 
from that made to meet the possible emergency of two 
years ago. Ithas been done quietly, without proclamation 
or display, aud though it has necessarily straightened the 
department in its ordinary Ape Poe peer and, as far as tho 
iron-clads are concerned, has added nothing to the cruising 
torce of the Navy, yet the result is not the less satisfactory, 
because it is to be found in a great increase of real rather 
than apparent force. The expenses incurred in the main- 
tenance of an effective naval force in all its branches, are 
necessarily large; but such a force is essential to our 
position, relations, and character, and affects seriously the 
weight of our principles and policy throughout the whole 
sphere of naval responsibilities. The estimates for the 


regular support of this brauch of the service fer the next 
year amounts to a little less, in the aggregate, than those 





made for the current year, but some rahe ia res 
tions are asked, for objects not included in the 
maintenance of the Navy, but believed to -be-of pressing 
importance at this time. It would, in my opinion, be wise 
at once to afford sufficient means for the immediate com- 
pletion of the five double-turreted monitors now under- 
going repairs, which must otherwise advance slowly, and 
only as money can be spared from current expenses. 
Supplemented by these, our Navy, armed with destructi-e 
weapons of modern warfare, manned by our seamen, andin 
charge of our instructed officers, will present a force power- 
morte the home purposes of a responsible though peaceful 
nation. 


The next recommendations of the Message are as 
to the exclusion of merchandise from the mails in 
the Post Office Department. As to the Black Hills 
difficulty the President is reticent, stating the case, 
and leaving Congress to act in the premises. 

The latter part of the Message briefly refers to the 
Patent Office, whose receipts exceeds its expendi- 
tures ; the Pensioners, whose numbers continue to de- 
crease ; the Interior Surveys, on a scale larger than has 
hitherto been attempted in any other country, and 
on the doings of the Agricultural Bureau. This 
part of the Message is full of satisfaction. On Polyg- 
amy it comes down sternly, aud closes with a 
recapitulation of the suggestions made to Congress. 








Tue pressure of the Annual Reports com- 
pels us, not only to add fcur pages to this 
number of the Army AND Navy Journat, 
but to ask the indulgence of our correspondents 
for delay in the publication of their articles, for 
some of which we expect to make a place next week. 
The reports of the Secretary of War and the Secre- 
tary of the Navy we publish entire. The reports of 
some of the subordinate Deparfments and Bureaus 
have been published in condensed form already, and 
others will appear hereafter. Our readers will look in 
vain to these reports or to the Message of the Presi- 
dent for any indication of the meaning and purpose 
of the naval preparations which have so excited the 
country. 





GENERAL Bascock has asked for a Cuurt of In- 
quiry to pass upon the charges brought against 
him of complicity with the officials who have been 
recently at St. Louis tried for conspiring to defraud 
the revenue, convicted and sentenced to various 
terms of imprisonment. These-ch have not, so 
far as we are aware, assumed any official form, but 
they have taken such a shape, as General Bascock 
rightly decides, that they demand an investigation 
to relieve his reputation from every shadow of 
suspicion. The composition of the court cannot 
well be criticised. Apart from the high character of 
the officers composing it, in their representative cha- 
racter, they auswer in advance the chief objections 
which might be urged against such a tribunal on the 
score of partiality. The appointment of General 
Hancock will relieve the court from any sus- 
picion of undue sympathy with the admin- 
istration, with} which General Bascocx is 
so prominently identified, and that of Gene- 
ral TERRY from the charge of West Point clan- 
nishness. It only remains now to satisfy the country 
as to the completeness of the evidence upon which 
the court passes judgment. And as to this too great 
caution cannot be exercised. The vicious system 
which takes an officer of the Army out of his proper 
sphere, and allows him, while, retaining his commis- 
sion, to hold a political or a semi-political =. 
has subjected the Army, in#he person of Geveral 
Bascock and others, to criticism and ular mis- 
apprehension which have been a serious injury to the 
Service. There has been but one justification for it, 
and that is that the good of the public service as a 





whole demanded that the President surround himself 
with men whose Army training and Army ambition 
lifted them above the vulgar aspirations of tem 
place hunters, and whom he could not justly ask to 
separate themselves permanently from their chosen 
profession, It must be made clear beyond question 
that General Bascock has been in no way compli- 
cated with dishonorable practices, or else that the 
Army, is prepared at all times and at an 
cost to emphatically condemn any officer who falis 
short of the high standard it has set foritself. There 
is little left to the Army save its honor, and this it 
needs, therefore, to guard the more jealously. 
Meanwhile, General Bascock denies with em- 
phasis and indignation the rumors set afloat concern- 
ing him. The authorship of telegrams sent to the 
condemned officials is not, we believe, denied, but 
that they can be explained so as to entirely relieve 
him from all suspicion of knowledge of, or compli- 
city with, their guilty practices, he emphatically as- 
serts. Certainly there is nothing suspicious in its+If 
in a correspondence, telegraphic or otherwise, be- 
tween an officer holding General Bascoor’s position 
and officials appointed by the President, and having 
the confidence of the Treasury Department, and even _ 
a familiar association with them, while they enjoyed 
the confidence of the Government, carries with it ro 





presumption of complicity with the illegal practiccs 
for which they stand condemned, ves 
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ordnance, made partly under a special appropriation and 
tinished under contract with the Department, has just been 
concluded at Nut Island, in the harbor of ton. These 
experiments have in view the possibility of utilizing the 
large supply of smooth-bore ordnance accumulated durin 
the war, and converting them, at small expense, into rifle 
cannon of great range and power. Theresults are under- 
stood to be of a very favorable character, but the regular 
reports of the officers detailed to witness the experiments 
have not yet been submitted, though expected in a few 
days. When these are received and considered, I shall 
have the honor, with your permission, to submit them to 
Congress for such action as they may think best for the 
interest of the service. 

An appropriation is recommended for the gradual arma- 
ment of our ships with rifled cannon. 


TORPEDOES, 


The torpedo-school at Newport continues in a high state 
of efficiency, and the knowledge obtained by the officers in 
the manufacture and use of every description of this terrible 
means of warfare is of inestimable value to the service. A 
recent personal inapection of the station satisfies me that 
no branch of our naval system deserves more care and 
—- 

n concluding his report. the chief of this Bureau calls atten- 
tion again to the dangerous proximity of the naval magazine 
at Ellis’s Island to the city of New York and to Jersey City. 
This subject bas om | been brought to the attention of 
Congress, and a board appointed for the purpose of exa- 
mining into the matter, made a report recommending the 
removal of the magazine to a puint up the North River. 
No further action, however, was taken, ani the magazine is 
still kept on the island. 


THE MARINE CORPS. 


The commandant of the Marine Corps makes a favorable 
report of the discipline and service of the ofticers and men 
of his command, The Corps is reduced a thousand men 
from its authorized number by the limitation ot the appro- 
priation. More than two-thirds of the whole number are at 
sea, and the remainder are iuvaluable as the nucleuses of 
organization and drill, and as guards of the public property 
at the various stations. I think if Congress would provide 
that the oflicers of this branch ot the naval service should 
be appointed from the Naval Academy, and subjected to 
regular examinations for promotion the standing and efti- 
ciency of the Corps would be largely improyea, and the 
Government would at the same time utilize to a larger 
extent the educational opportunities afforded to its -benefi- 
ciaries at the academy. 


ESTIMATES AND EXPENDITURES OF NAVAL-PENSION FUND, 

The following is a statement of the number and yearly 
amount of pensions of the Navy on the rolls November 1 
1875, and the amount which was paid during the last tiscal 
year : ; 
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Navy invalids.............. 1,690| $192,613 75, $185,675 82 


Navy widows and others...) 1,824, 295,960 00| 334,672 65 
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The appropriations applicable to the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1875, amounted, in the aggregate, to $19,273,731.27, 
and the actual expenditures for the same period, to wit, 
from July 1, 1874, to June 30, 1875, from these apprepria- 
tions, amounted to $18,825,526.97, or about $450,000 less 
than the whole amount. 

The appropriations made evailable for the current year, 
commencing July 1, 1875, amount, in the aggregate, to 
#18,301,306.90. The amount ot these appropriations for the 
current year, drawn since July 1 and up t> the last state- 
ment, is $11,019,004,.36, which, after deducting the amount 
refunded during that period and the amount remaining in 
the hands of the paymasters and agents of the Government, 
will leave about nine millions as ‘the sum actually expended 
jrom the current appropriations during the working sum- 
mer mouths of the present year. 

The monthly expenditure of the appropriations for the 
fiscal year 1874-'75 and for the present year, to the present 
month, will be found in the appendix to this report. 

The tollowing estimates have been submitted for the next 
year: : 


ESTIMATES. 
Pay of officers and seamen of the Navy........ $7,600,000 00 
Pay of civil establishment in nayy-yards....... 210,000 00 
Ordnance and torpedo corps..........+...065+ 502,000 00 
Coal, hemp, and equipments................+- 1,500,000 00 
Navigation and navigation supplies ........... 115,000 00 
Hydrographic work..... .... 2.6.06. -0.eceeee 67,800 00 


46,000 00 


Naval Observatory, Nautical Almanac, etc...... 
3,305,000 00 


Repairs and preservation of vessels, etc........ 


Steam-machinery, tools, etc.........-.seeeeees 1,800,000 00 
PROT CEE Bess Sc ccccgcsccecccensccceccccss 1,279,000 00 
Repairs of hospitals and laboratories.......... 20,000 00 
Surgeons’ mecessaries...............-..-++-- . 40,000 00 
Contingent expenses of various departments 
IR ing Sintinsendesescdekscecende 365,000 00 
Naval AGaGemy .....0cccsccccccecesccccccccecs 198,382 40 
Support of Marine Corps...... ete eiensbekeen 24,807 00 
Naval Asylum, Philadelphia................... 58,177 00 
Maintenance yards and docks................++ 860,000 00 








18,891,166 40 

The cost of the new buildings asked for, and the currert 
expenses for repairs of all kinds to the docks, buildings, 
and public works at the various nayy-yards and stations of 
the country, is estimated to require, in addition, the sum 
of $1,775,000. 

This makes the whole amount of these estimates about 
«220,000 less than the amount asked for last year for like 
purposes. 

‘There is also an additional sum of $1,957,000, asked for by 
the various bureaus and subtaitted by the Department, for 
various objects of pressing importance, but which are not 
necessarily included in the estimates for the general main- 
ienance of the Navy proper. 

CONDITION OF TRE NAVY. 

It is gratifying to be able to report that the Navy is now 
in a stronger and more efticient condition than it has ever 
been at any time, at least since the commencement of your 
administration. It is not very strong in the number nor in 
the classes of its ships; but what there are of them are in 
»s good condition as it 1s practicable to keep such materials 
of war, under the various and trying conditions to which 
they are, in the nature of their service, constantly exposed. 
A far larger proportion than usual of our wooden ships ire 
ready for service ; our iron-clad fleet 1s efficient ; cur store- 
houses are fairly stocked with ordnance, equipments, and 


| strength of our position to-day. It woul 


supplies, and we have on hand a fair supply of the best 
material for the building and repair of ships. 

The service has been placed in this state of efficiency, 
compared with what existed a few years ago, by utilizing 
except in the case of the eight sloops built under special 
appropriation, what could be spared from the current 
appropriations, and from the appropriations made during 
the Cuban emergency, and applying these means practically 
and steadily toward putting what was worth saving of the 
Navy, as it existed, in as permanent good condition as the 
state of the ships and the means at command permitted. 
The wisdom of this policy is, I think, illustrated by the 
be also well, I 
think, if Congress would afford the means to finish at once 
the repairs of the five double-turreted monitors, since when 
they are finished, according to the present design, our 
iron-clad fleet wili be much more powerful ; and they are, 
while undergoing repairs, useless for any present purpose, 
and the process of repairing them out of what can be spared 
from current appropriations, not only cripples the Devart- 
ment in all its other operations, but is of course very siow. 
With these added to it, our iron-clad force would, for pur- 
poses of defense, pout a very substantial barrier to any- 
thing which would crogs the seas and attempt to enter our 
ports. I beg to express my obligations to the chiefs and 
officers of the several bureaus of the Department for their 
good judgment, skill, and efticiency in the various branches 
committed to their care. 

The Secretary is indeed greatly indebted to them, and to 
the experienced chiet clerk of the Department, for the very 
valuable assistance constantly afforded him in the discharge 
of his duties. 

Gro. M. Roneson, Secretary of the Navy. 





THE MEXICAN ARMY. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 


Sir: In physical degeneration, in the sad decline 
from the manly standard of primeval times, the Mexi- 
cans have probably reached the lowest degree ever at- 
tained by any nation or mixture of nations. That 
mesalliance of the reckless Spaniard, with the feeble 
Indian of tropical America, has produced a race 
which, in a headlong plunge of debauchery, bas sunk 
deeper during two centuries of fair opportunities and 
semi-freedom, than the Mongol heathen through 
four thousand years of half-starvation and unrelenting 
oppression. In Lower California, and where else the 
Chinaman and Spanish-American meet, the latter ap- 
pears the grosser burlesque on physical manhood, and: 
redeems by contrast even the hollow-eyed victims of 
opium and unnatural vices from the nethermost sta- 
tion among the fallen races. In the dregs of Southern 
and Eastern Europe, in vicious Portuguese and bran- 
dy-retten Russians, the Mexican has to acknowledge 
his superiors, and looks up to the Justy strength and 
healthy faces of his Northern neighbors as we might 
to Spartan heroes resuscitated from Thermopy], or to 
‘the radiant companions of Bramab, descended from 
the garden-home in Gadara.” 

In the solitude of the higher mountains and along 
the northern frontier there are single families of tall, 
healthy men and fair women, mostly descendants of 
the better class of Spanish settlers, who are equal, if 
not superior, to their relations in Europe; but asa na- 
tion the Mexicans are weaker, sicklier and of smaller 
stature than apy race contemporary travellers and 
general history acquaint us with—punier even than 
iheir American ancestors, who, besides, were harder 
and more temperate —and Mexico, therefore, though a 
land of gas lighted cities, newspapers and military 
acudamies, produces the worst material for martial 
purposes of any inhabvited region of the globe. 

For, if the testimony of constantly-recurring analo- 
gies can prove anything, if we can deduce any cer 
tainty from the dark, intricate and seemingly contra- 
dicting phenomena of history, it is the fact, that in all 
national duels, if the numerical inequality was not too 
extreme, the pbysicully superior race ultimately pre- 
vailed, not the richer; nor the higher educated or bet- 
ter armed one, 

The war record of tue most ancient nations begins 
to teach this lesson. Bodily strength being an attri- 
bute of the North, where climate and a stubborn soil 
demund exertions, we see in consequence that, as a 
rule with few exceptions, the storms of conquest move 
Southward, and the powerful empires of the earth 
were successively overthrown by their Northern neigh- 
bors. Persian valor, long thought irresistible, found 
more than its match when meddiing with the Scythian 
herdsmen, «nd was unavailing against the prowess of a 
small army of Greeks and Macedonians. Greece lost 
her supremacy to Macedonia, Macedonia to Rome, and 
Rome herself, sowever successful against her South- 
ern, Western and Eastern rivals, could not stand be- 
fore the manus ferrea of the Northern Baresarks; 
North-Spanish Goths driving the South-Spanish Sara- 
cens to the wall of the Sierra Nevada, finally across 
the wall and across the Mediterranean, however supe- 
rior the followers of the Prophet were in art, science 
and personal courage ; Austrians bullying Italy, being 
themselves bullied by Frederick and Bismarck; in 
nearly all ancient and modern confederations the hege- 
mony, the leaderships, being exercised by the Northern 
parts of the Union, the history of empires, tribes and 
colonies repeat the same lesson, of the natural selection 
of victory favoring the physically strong, however 
much wealth, learniog, art, devotion and good right 
may have been on the side of the weaker. 

Education and art of a virile, hardy kind, may in- 
deed be nseful in directing the dark forces and animal 
energies, although for beliigerent purposes natural sa- 
gacity often more than substitutes them, the proper 
use of power being rarely wanting to its possessor ; 
and art availing littte to impotence, except to counter- 
feit a potential appearance, which will come to nought 
at the critical moment. But the modern Aztec 
fails even in this scientific saving of appearances, 
which might at least show a manly tendency, a mar- 
tial spirit ir a crippled body. Where there is art and 
education in Mexico, it is of the feminine, pictorial 
and ccclesiastical kind. 

Not even the pressure of absolute power could mould 
an army out of suchelements. Individual efforts have 











not been wanting, inspired by devoted, intense patriot- 
ism and not less intense ambition, worthy ef a better 
material. Iturbide, Commonfort and Santa Anna ap- 
plied themselves to the task with genuine devotion, 
but with most discouraging results. A sick man can- 
not fight, a teacher of a different kind has to precede 
ube drill-sergeant. 

It might be questioned if, ina strict sense of the 
word, the Mexican nation can claim to possess an 
army any more than China or Madagascar. That word, 
in the Anglo-Saxon or French acceptation, seems to 
imply something more at. present than an armed mob, 
and any one of Scott’s or Fremont’s veterans would 
agree with the mode:n commercial traveller, who bas 
witnessed the farce of a “grand review” at Mata- 
moras, that the term was never arrogated by a more 
barbarously awkward rabble; or tolerate it only in an- 
ticipation of future quarrels with our sick neighbor, 
when, together with his gaudy flags and curiously- 
carved Spanish cannon, it might serve to adorn the 
easy triumph of a raid into the land of convents and 
revolutions. It is a suggestive fact to know that this 
armed mob is ruled by systems of drill and by-laws, 
that compare favorably with the best ever elaborated 
in Berlin or West Point, and for exacting, pedantic 
minuteness have never been surpassed, except, per- 
haps, by the instructions for the corps of Papal Zou 
aves by the Cavalicre Bianco. 

The amended Mexican Constitution of 1841 pro- 

vided for the administration of justice in the army, or 
in districts under martial law, by a number ot leges 
militares (military by-laws), and with a new republic’s 
rage of organization, even framed a code of rules and 
customs for the militia of the single States and their 
empruntos and conscriptos, extraordinary levies. The 
Legislature ot the same year also appointed a com- 
mission to revise the old military tactics of Iturbide, 
and the Senores Escalante, Morens, Ackerman and 
Trevino produced the present system, which, like a 
certain sensible medical school, might be called the 
eclectic, being a selection from the standard French 
and English Land-books, combined with the best fea- 
tures of Iturbide’s. The by-laws before mentioned, 
too, are sensible and equitable, and like the Mexican 
Constitution itself, which, mutatis mutandis, is a copy 
of that of the United States, are pervaded by an earn- 
est, conscientious spirit, not native to the soil. Com- 
paring the prescription with the practice, I do not 
know of another fact which so forcibly preaches the 
all-importance of healthy domestic habits and morals, 
and in the absence of these, the utter futility of all 
outward forms of government. 
Few of the officers have any qualifications for their 
responsible position, except what is acquired by a long 
routine of parades, drills and other mechanical duties. 
The military academy of Chapultepec educates its 
cadets ata yearly charge of three hundied pesos ($325), 
which excludes talented aspirants from the middle 
and lower classes. Among the eighty or ninety stu- 
dents that attend the yearly course ot lectures, there 
are still many that avail themselves of the educational 
facilities without any view to a military career ; others 
quit before finisbing the entire ccurse, so that the col- 
lege does not seud more than twenty yearly graduates 
tothearmy. Having graduated at this academy does 
not per se imply a right to receive a commission, 
though it is generally granted to sucli applicants. The 
peculiar system of recruiting the army by fixed quotas 
from the different States, leaves it at the discretion of 
each Governor to appoint his subaltern officers, who 
are even removable at his pleasure, till by merit or 
other means they have advanced to the next higher 
grade in the national army. The gobernadores them- 
selves often being parvenus, upstarts like the no- 
torious Cortina, with a supreme contempt for scienti- 
fic acquirements, the consequences vf such a system 
may be imagined. Political adherents without any 
ciaim to education, without a claim to common intel- 
ligence even, are presented with commissions as cap- 
tains, lieutenants and agents of the national army. 
The only necessary qualification besides conformity in 
political creed, are tolerably decent family connections, 
absence of gross bodily defects, and a certain savote 
rvicre, polite, easy manners. At these terms, men like 
Cortina and Jeaningroe may rise to supreme com- 
mand. General Mejia, memorable by sharing the 
tragic fate of Maximilian, was unable to read his own 
language, or to write more than his own name, al- 
though a shrewd man withal, a good stump-speaker 
and long-headed political intriguer. 

The little recording and issuing of written orders 
that is actually done (although regulations called for a 
good deal) 1s done by the aid of a clerk, hired citizen 
man of letters, if the rare talent is not to be found 
among the enlisted men of acompany. Regimental 
headquarters and the chief officers of the Army main- 
tain their literary adept, commonly endowed with a 
commission or grand sounding title as such-merit de- 
serves. The scarcity of schools being so extreme, the 
ignorance of the great majority of enlisted men is in- 

eed astounding. Few, during a campaign are aware 
of its precise purpose, many are entirely ignorant of 
the history, present and past, of their own country, 
some even of the existence of any country outside of 
Mexico. 

The recruits from certain States are Jndios prictos, 
half-breeds, and more than half savages, that have to 
be broken from the most filthy habits, to @lalify them 
for conjoint boarding with more eivilized troops. Raw 
levies trom Yucatan and Campeachy that were consoli- 
dated with a body of Austrian trvops in 1863, used to 
anoint their bodies with lard and tallow at the ap- 
proach of cold weather, and .preserve their meat ra- 
tions in leather pockets and rags for weeks, with stoic 
indifference to the advance of decomposition. Imagine 
the red-tape and buckram discipline of Austria brought 
to bear on creatures like these » Their wonted familiar 
relations to their own officers betrayed them into like 
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gentlemen dangerous totrifie with. Captain Godolich 
(Austrian) who, while commanding Matamoras, was in 
the habit of visiting the picket-posts in person, issued 
an order enjoining sentries on post ‘‘ to refrain from of- 
fering him or asking him for chewing-tobacco, smok- 
jing tobacco or aguardiente !” 

Old Colonel Dumoulin, an aristocratic Breton of 
grave manners, was one evening making the rounds of 
a camp of French and some auxiliary Mexican troops 
on the Rio Verde, a custom rarely condescended to by 
Mexican officers, when he was passed by a quick-step- 
ping Indian damsel, and soon after overtaken by one 
of his Mexican soldiers, who at once commenced fa- 
miliarities : 

‘* Say, Colonel, if you want to catch up with that 
girl, you have to step out different—if you don’t over- 
take her before she passes that hollow, your chance 
isn’t worth a hurray !” 

Bazaine, himself, on his frequent visits to posts on 
the Comanche frontier, was shocked by these offers of 
tobacco and rum, not to mention proposals of a more 
disgusting nature, too Comanchic for nearer definition. 

Yet these half-barbarians arc the only efficient part 
of the Mexican army; their open-air life, herding cat- 
tle, defending them against the wild beasts and wilder 
men of that. savage borderland, hardens them into 
something like manliness. Their physical superiority 
more than outweighs the more polite education of 
their efteminate countrymen. Their number is too 
small, however, to redeem the character of the aggre- 
gate army. Ninety per cent. of the Mexican popula- 
tion are positively the worst military material that 
could be selected from the present inhabitants of this 
earth. 

The numerical strength of the army was fixed by the 
amended constitution of 1841 to sixty thousand as a 
minimum, which is indeed the least number needed to 
preserve anything like order in a society so strongly 
tending towards chaos. These are the tropas perma- 
nentes, the perennial, regular army, which is greatly 
increased by extraordinary temporary levies that be 
come necessary year after year. The regular army, as 
before mentioned, is made up of fixed quotas from the 
different States, in which the Governor,can have resort 
to conscription if voluntary enlistments should fall 
short of the requisiie number. To stimulate martial 
ardor many States offera small bounty, the engarcho 
or glove money ranging from five to fifteen dollars. 
At these terms conscription ha:dly ever becomes ne- 
cessary. Of the ninety-two regiments the tropas perma- 
uentes counted in March, 1873, there were fifty-one of 
infantry, twenty-two cavalry of all species, ten artil- 
lery, six of cazadores (hunters, light infantry) and 
three of ‘‘artisanos,” engineers and artificers, the 
military employees of;the arsenals being of the latter 
class. 

History has more than sufficiently proved the worth- 
lessness of this army. Sincethe war of independence, 
which was merely won by choosing a most favorable 
time—seceding from Spain at the time of her greatest 
distress—the bistory of the Mexican Republic has 
been a record of defeats. A lesson important and too 
much neglected is told by the fate of that nation 
which has missed its chance of happiness, upon which 
the fair opportunities of liberty and opulence were so 
entirely lost. 

The time may come when we may profit by the ex- 
perience of these nations, unless we prefer to be taught 
in their hard school ourselves. Our present task of 
subduing a broad continent of virgin woods and path- 
less mountains, our struggles with the dangers of the 
wild West area sufficient school of bodily strength 
and hardiness; but that task will be finished, the strug- 
gles will end and our home will be a land of European 
tameness, with all the temptations of ease, luxury 
and effeminacy. Then let us do, as Germazy did, at 
the momentous right time, and call in the aic of gym- 
nastics, of artificial exercise to substitute the lost natu- 
ral opportunities, consider it at-least the chief condi- 
tion of ‘an efficient army, unless till then our national 
creed has been modified sufficiently to teach to all the 
moore of developing our bodies as well as our 
minds, 


MOUNTED INFANTRY. 
To the Eedttor of the Army and Navy Journal ; 


Sir: I see by your.issue of the 30th October last an 
account of ‘‘ Evolutions of Cavalry,” prepared by Cap- 
tain Hogg, of the British army, by which one man is 
required to manage five horses, when men are dis- 
mounted to fight afoot. This system was successfully 
practised by General Alf. Sully in 1864, in his cam- 
»aign against the Sioux Indians. The Eighth regiment 
Minnesotw Volunteers Infantry was attached to his 
cavalry command, mounted on large sized Canadian 
ponies. As there was not time to drill this regiment 
as cavalry (they being already well drilled in infantry), 
the general caused them to be formed in single rank 
and cail off by fives, No. 3 being designated to hold 
the horses of Nos. 1, 2, 4 and 5, these four men dis- 
mounted and the horses were coupled together, they 
then formed in front of their horses as a regiment of 
infantry 

With their stout ponies they were more than a match 
for the cavalry, as far as marching was concerned, 
and, when dismounted, their Springfield rifles were 
much more effective than the cavalry carbine. 

** PRAIRIE BATTERY.” 

San FRAnNcisco, Cau., November 20, 1875. 








THE ARMY REPORTS. 


THE annual report of Major General W. 8. Hancock, 
commanding the Military Division of the Atlantic 
States, says that the garrison at David’s Island, in New 
York harbor, was withdrawn during the year on ac- 
count of the dilapidated condition of the public build- 
ings there. . The aggregate number of troops in the 
division is 238 officers and 1,833 men, distributed 


—— 


| 





among twenty posts. There were but few movements 
of troops in this division during the year. The report 
of the Secretary of War, elsewhere published, gives a 
synopsis of what is said by General Hancock in refe- 
rence to the establishment of a national park at 
Mackinac, Mich. He calls special attention to the re- 
port of the Judge Advocate of the Division, which 
exhibits a gratifying decrease in the number of deser- 
ters during the year. For the yearending August 31, 
1873, the percentage of desertions in the Department of 
the East alone was 334; the percentage in the entire 
division was 22.39, and for the year ending August 31, 
1875, the percentage was 8.36. 

Tue annual report of Brigadier General A. H. 
Terry, commanding the Department of Dakato, shows 
that the total force in that Department consists of 224 
officers, 3,423 enlisted men, and sixty-two Indian 
scouts. He recommends that a post of four companies 
be established at the forts of the Musselshell River, to 
be occupied by a mixed force of Cavalry and Infantry, 
with a view to the abandonment of Camp Baker, in 
Montana, and also the establishment of another post 
near the head of navigation on the Yellow Stone, near 
the mouth of the Big Horn. He reviews at some 
length the operations in the Department during the 

ast year, and concurs in a recommendation of Major 
Du arry, Chief Commissary of Subsistence in that 
Department, which relates to fraudulent bids for Gov- 
ernment contracts. ; 

After referring to the great difficulty experienced in 
making contracts,:in consequence of the number o 
fraudulent bids received, he says : “I believe this per 
nicious style of bidding may be, to a very great extent, 
stopped by requiring the bids to be accompanied by a 
certified check for a reasonable sum proportionate to 
the amount of the contract, such check to be made 
payable to the order of the Treasurer of the United 
States, each bid to embody an express provision for 
the forfeiture of the check accompanying it in case 
the bid is accepted and the bidder fails to execute 
and deliver to the proper officer a contract in due 
form, with a satisfactory bond for its faithful per- 
formance.” 

He says the sanitary condition of the troops in the 
Department has been excellent, only fifteen deaths from 
disease having occurred in the whole command. 

In regard to the distribution ef supplies to persons 
suffering from grasshoppers ravages in Minnesota and 
Dakato, he says the whole number of persons enrolled 
was 14,359, and rations were issued to them for a pe- 
riod of twenty-five days. The officersin charge of the 
enrollment and of the issue of supplies became, during 
their intercourse with the people, strongly impressed 
with the belief that the representations which had been 
made in regard to the amount of loss and suffering 
caused by grasshopper ravages was. greatly exagge- 
rated. A great number of applications were rejected 
upon investigation, and there is too much reason to 
fear that many who received the aid of the Govern- 
ment secured their enrollment ,by false pretences not- 
withstanding the conscientious effort which was made 
to prevent such fraud. 

In conclusion, General Terry reports that there are 
no military reservations in his Department which can 
be disposed of without injury to the service. 

General Crook’s annual report is very brief, owing 
to his baving just assumed command of the Depart- 
ment of the Platte. However, since he assumed com- 
mand he has made several trips to the important 
Indian Agencies, and one trip to the Black Hills, on 
which latter, it will be remembered, he issued a pro- 
clamation to the miners that they were there in viola- 
tion of the Sioux treaty of 1868. It is to this latter 
matter that the General calls particular attention and 
says he thinks the settlers bordering the Sioux reserva- 
tion have just ground for complaint when they claim 
that the Sioux violated the treaty time and again every 
Summer, stealing their stock and absolutely breaking 
them up in business ; and this violation of the treaty is 
by Indians who are fed and clothed by the Govern- 
ment, supported by taxes paid by the frontiersman as 
well as other citizens and taxpayers. Then when 
these same settlers, impoverished by the raids of the 
Sioux, go to the Black Hills country by the way ln- 
dians seldom travel on account of the terrible thunder- 
storms prevailing there in Summer and the deep snows 
in Wintter, for the purpose of prospecting for mines, 
they are charged with violation of the treaty, the main 
provisions of which the Indians have never regarded. 
The General says there are two sides to this story, and 
the frontiersmen’s should be heard as well as the In- 
dians’ story. 











(From the New Orleans Pidiune, Nov. 25.) 
MEXICAN BARBARITIES. 


A GENTLEMAN who, for some time past, has been so- 
jyesning at Brownsville, Texas, and has had an excel- 
ent opportunity of observing the operations of preda- 
tory bands of Mexicans who cross the Rio Grande, 
gives the following description of the modus operandi 
of these raids: The owners of the ranches on the 
Mexican side have formed a species of league, of 
which Cortina is the head and front and moving spirit. 
On the day appointed for the raid, a series of signals, 
well understood among the leaguers, collects the vari- 
ous detachments into one body. The proprietor of 
each ranch summons his vaqueros and peones, and, as 
in the feudal times, joins his forces to the main com- 
pany, under the command of achief. It is generally 
at some fandango, which brings together the inhabi- 
tants of an extensive tract of country, that the plot of 
the excursion is concocted. AJ] necessary prepara- 
tiens having been made, the Free Lances make arapid 
dash for the river, aud after crossing, either by swim- 
ming or by boats, held in readiness by their confedc- 
rates, the band strikes out into the country, but never 
in a direct route. Tie ranch upon which the princip] 
attack is made, forms the vertex of an angle, the sides 
of which are the lines of advance and retreat of the 
raiding party. 








When the cattle, etc., have been secured swi*t 
couriers are sent out, who make a detour, and, crossing 
the river notify their friends of the point where the 
predatory band is likely to cross. The men on the 
Mexican sie of the river then post themselves advan- 
tageously to cover the retreat. of the successful robbers. 

The beeves are purchased from the raiders at $5 per 
head by large catt!e-dealers, and sold in the markets at | 
prices ranging as high as $17 per head. This is, 
therefore, a lucrative business for both thieves and 
purchasers, 

The organization of these chevaliers a’industrie 1s al- 
most perfect, and their nefarious schemes are carried 
out with a unity of concert and action that generally 
crowns them witb success. 

Bloody scenes are frequent during these incursions. 
Not long since a band of Mexicans captured at a small 
puebla near Brownsville a poor school-master who 
had unfortunately incurred their hatred. The villains 
deliberately hacked off the legs of the miserable man 
and then commanded him to walk on the bleeding 
stumps if he would save his life. In his agony he 
made a few convulsive movements, while the inhuman 
butchers slashed him with their swords and knives. 
Not content with this barbarous treatment, one of 
them, suggesting that the stumps were yet too long, 
cut off what remained of them by dividing the hip 
joints. Death soon came to terminate the suflerings of 
the wretched man. ‘The knife with which this dia- 
bolical deed was done was over one foot in length, 
= is now in possession of Lieutenant McNally, of 

exas, 








Tue Quartermaster’s Department has chartered the 
steamship General Meade, on an unlimited lease to ex- 
pire at the option of the Government, to carry troops 
and stores to Key West and Pensacola, and to return 
with the relieved men an officers. 





CotoneL A. C. Gillem, First U. 8. Cavalry (Brevet 
Major-General U. 8. Army), whose death is announced 
elsewhere, was appointed cadet at the Military Aca- 
demy, West Point, July 1, 1847, from Tennessee ; 
Brevet Second Lieutenant First Artillery, July 1, 1851, 
and Second Lieutenant December, 1851; served in™ 
Florida War against Seminole Indians, 1851-2; First 
Liextenant First Artillery, March 3, 1855 ; on frontier 
duty, San Antonio, Texas, 1858-9 ; Captain and Assis- 
tant Quartermaster, July 12, 1861 ; served during the 
War of the Rebellion, Colonel Tenth Tennessee Vol- 
unteers, May 13, 1862; Brevet Colonel U. S. Army, 
November 13, 1865, for gallant and meritorious ser- 
vices during the Rebellion; Brevet Brigadier-Generai 
U. S. Army; Brevet Mejor-General U. 8. Army, for 
gallant conduct at the battle of Salisbury, N. C. ; Col- 
onel First U. S. Cavalry, December 15, 1870; in 
charge of the expedition in Modoc campaign, 1873, 
which qulealnaned successfully. He was President of 
the Convention to revise the Constitution and reor- 
ganize the State Governm«nt of Tennessce, June 9, 
1865 ; was member of the House of Representatives 
of the State of Tennessee, March, 1865. General 
Gillem was a man of more than ordinary intelligence 
and judgment, a thorough soldier, kind and brave. He 
will leave a large circle of friends to mourn his loss to 
the Army and the country. 





Mason Edwin W. H. Read, late of the Eighth U. S. Iufan- 
try, died at Troy, N. Y., on November 11. Major Read was 
born at Urbana, Ohio, and was one of five sons of Mr. Ezra 
Read, formerly a prominent citizen of that place, who 
served with distinction in the Army or Navy during the 
late Rebellion. Of the five, Commander Abner Read, U. 8. 
Navy, was killed in battle at Donaldsonville, La., and Colo- 
nel Sheridan P. Read at the battle of Stone River. Major 
Read was appointed second lieutenant Company C, Eighth 
U. 8S. Infantry, in June, 1856, and ordered to Fort Davis on 
the Rio Grande. Subseqnently he served under General 
Pope in New Mexico. Upon the extreme frontier, pear this 
post, in 1857, he distinguished himself in an engagement 
with a large force of Comanche Indians, having engaged 
them an entire day with a small command, killing many and 
utterly routing the balance. At the breaking out of the 
Rebellion he was serving under General Twiggs, who was 
in command of the Department of Texas, and through 
whose duplicity and treachery his command were surrep- 
dered to and made prisoners by the rebels. Theofficers and 
men were eventually paroled and sent North, only to 
encounter doubts as to their status, until the Jaws of ex- 
change became settled. In the meantime, Major Read for 
several months served upon the staff of Major-General 
Wool, and was afterwards assigned to the command of 
Jobnson’s Island, a garrison for reception of rebel officors 
and prisoners of war. In August, 1862, he was regularly 
exchanged and ordered to join his regiment, ot which he 
assumed the command January 3, 1863, and retained it 
during the Gettysburg campaign, participating in many 
important engagements. He was brevetted major for 
gallant services at the battle of Neg Hey In July, 1863, 
he was ordered in command of the Eighth Infantry and a 
battery of artillery te New York city to suppress the “ draft 
riots,” in the performance of which duty he displayed great 
good judgment and discretion. Thenceforward until the 
close of the war he served with the Army of the Potomac, 
and was with his regiment in many engagements. After 
the close of the war be was stationed at various posts on 
the extreme western frontier, where he faithfully served the 
Government, until from Jong and severe exposure, his 
declining health demanded more careful attention than 
was compatible with further service upou the frontier, and 
consequently, in 1873, he resigned his commission, after 
seventeen years of faithful service. While upon the staff of 
Major-General Wool, whose home was at Troy, or 
was married to Miss Clara Palmer of that city, who with 
four children survives him. The St. Louis ‘* Republican” 
says of Major Read: “He was universally valyed in-the 
Army as one of its most accomplished officers—a brave 
soldier and a man above all reproach, without a vice to mar 
his character. Major R. was of elegant, literary and art 
culture, and even in the midst of frontier service found 
time to write articles for reviews and magazines, and keep- 
ing well up with the scientific progress of the day. By his 
marriage he Lecame possessor of a very competent fortune 
and an elegant home, with a wife of uliar loveliness, tu 





cheer that home, enlivened also with three!(?) most interest- 
ing children.” . 
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‘oodward, 
Inépector-General, to peepese and forward to his 

office a carefully written report of the general condition of 
the several ae inspected ng the year. The 
report, according to the order, should contain a general 
review of the military o ons of each organization since 
tne last inspection, with a statement as to the standard of 
discipline and proficiency of officers in knowledge of tactics 
and regulations, and what improvement or decline has been 
made during the year. It should be especially precise in 
relating the circumstances of the annual inspection, stating 
at what hour and where.fheld, and whether there were any 
ee causes to’ prevent or assist the attendance 
(such as condition of weather, etc.) ; the table showing at- 
teudance and absence should ve very carefully made up 
trom the muster rolls, using the blank torms provided from 
the office. In organizations in the rural districts, the 
locality of each company will be noted, and the distance 
travelied in reaching place of muster. As a representative 
of the generai military administration of the State, each 
inspector is required to make such a fair and comprehen- 
sive report of the condition of the troops, in all respects 
as may aid in acquainting the Commander-in-Chief with all 
the de’ of the several commands, and thus by combina- 
tion, affo general information as to the status of the 
National Guard. Thoy are also ordered to furnish full in- 
tormation’in regard to armories, company, regimental, and 
State, within the brigade district ; also the requirements of 
rs) tions now unprovided with suitable armories and 
-rooms. In conformity with this circular the reports 

ot brigades develope the following numerical strength as 


far as recbived 
" FIRST BRIGADE. 
Present. Absent. Total. 
Twelfth Infantry...... Anion sues 340 101 441 


1,468 472 1,940 

The rapeste of the other brigades and of the Ninth In- 
fantry, Third Brigade, have not been received at General 
Woodward's office when we go to press. The report shows 
an effective strength in New York city of only 4,727 troops, 
who can be relied on for duty at all times, the Ninth not 
counted, but safe to put it beyond 5,000 men. Being in 
thirteen regiments, this makes the average strength 400 
men per regiment. 


Fiera Inrantry.—The left wing of this regiment held a 
battalion drill at the arsenal, Monday evening, December 
6, equalizing into four commands of twelve files. There 
was a noiiceable advance in promptness over the drill of 
the right wing lately noticed in these columns, line being 
formed only about twenty minutes late, whereas it was 
about forty-five minutes late before. There is still room 
for improvement, however, in the direction of promptness. 
By May, we hope to see line formed in the Fifth on time to 
the minute expressed in the order. The battalion drill that 
followed was hkewise a considerable advance on the previ- 
ous one of the right wing in vom y= The only marked 
error was the persistence of Colonel Spencer in the loose 
practice of turning a dress __ into a drill, and of re- 
taining fixed bayonets all through the drill. Licutenant- 
Colonel Kraeger, who superintended the latter part of the 
drill, which included the firings, was also strangely forget- 
ful on this point, keeping his bayonets fixed during all the 
tirings. The movements of the evening’s drill were all or- 
dered befotehand, and printed in a general order furnished 
to the company officers, so that there was no excuse for 
ignorance of duties on the part of any one. They were few 
aud simple, taking the early part of the school ofthe bat- 
talion as far as double column of fours, and including the 
firings. The advance in line was very well executed. It is 
the one thing that the Fifth does weil. In the march by 
the tlank there was too much laxity of all the officers. They 
did not attempt to make the men keep step or distance, 
and the ch was shambling to 4 degree. Forming line 
was very bad, on account of the slowness of officers in 
drossing. “They have fallen intoa shocking bad habit in the 
Fifth in this respect. After wheeling into line from column 
of fours thé frst captain begins, ‘‘ First company right— 
dress!”—long pause—“ Front!” Then and _ not till then 
captain No.2 slides up to the left of the first company 
and sings out “Second company, right ’—pauso— 
** Dress! "long pause with remarks—‘‘ Front!” Captain 
No. 3 then begins, and so it goes to Captain No. 10, taking 
exactly ten times as long as it ought. In our notice of the 
right wing drill of this regiment we ae this fault, 
and took pains to specify paragraphs 417 and 224 of the 
Tactics, that officers (might consult them and avoid the 
mistake in future. It seems that tho left wing officers need 
the criticism worse than those of the right wing. The ad- 
vantage of the proper tactical method is very obvious. 
While men are closing up gaps, they may as well do it all 
atonce. Ifthe — are in their proper places there is 
no bending in the line. Gaps are the one thing to be 
closed, and speed in closing them the main object. If all 
the captains keep on dressing at the same time, it takes 
little more time to dress a regiment than a company, cer- 
tainly not twice as much, The same fault was observable 
in “on right into line.” Instead of dressing as they ar- 
rived, the captains actually waited ti!l the whole line was 
formed before they began to dress, and then the wearisome 

rformance was repeated, although not 2 single captain 

snew enongh to support arms. One movement, the last 
**on right into line,” was ruined by the ignorance of the 
— ofthe color company, who actually dressed to the 
left after gazing about him lke a startled rabbit. We regret 
to say that this young officer is decidedly untit tocommand 
a compauy, aud are glad to hear that he will probably be 
invited to resign. It he loves a military life he should o- 
sign and enlist asa private. By so doing he might in time 
become a good officer. The exercise in firings by Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Kraeger, which occupied the latter part of 
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New Yorx Ixsrections.—In conformity with section 47 | the drill with the conviction that the makin, 
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file and company was but the wing and battalion vol- 
tivolleat,” Better we never heard than one 


1 
regiment are still in the Fifth, and before July, 1874, with 
work, they may come out. 


Srxty-nrntH Inrantry.—This regiment held its first pub- 
lic battalion drill for the present winter at the arsenal on 
Tuesday evening, Decem 7, line being formed at 8:30 
P.M. in eight commands of twelve files, generally full: 
The formation had one great fault. and company com- 
manders should see for their own credit that it does not oc- 
cur again. Nothing looks worse than a number of compa- 
nies meandering about at the same time between the 
colonel and the color line, looking for a place to come in. 
All this business ought to be settled before adjutant’s call, 
and behind the . The right flank company also 
dressed too slowly. Colonel Cavanagh was in command, 
and Ljeutenant-Colonel Dempsey and Major Duffy were 
present, the first time we remember to have seen the Sixty- 
ninth with a full complement of field officers for drill. As 
now constituted, the field is excellent, for we never saw 
three men work together better in every respect. The 
colonel commenced by a long march in column of fours, 
times e hall, the men gradually steadying 
down, and the step becoming good. The well known 
“ Austen movemerts,” in which companies and divisions 
are successively formed and broken by the left, so as to 
pass in review, were then performed twice over. Then the 
column of fours was broken by the head of subdivisions, 
first by “‘companies column left” and back into column, 
then the same by divisions, and finally by wings, each 
change being repoated twice over. The final column of 
fours was then wheeled int» line, and for the first time 
halted, twelve changes having been executed on the march 
without a single halt. The work was quite severe on the 
men for a first night, almost too severe, we thought. The 
result —— that Colonel Ca’ h knew his regiment 
better we did. The work s ed them. There was 
only one mistake, from an order being misunderstood, and 


Twenty-second ON sc maccartcuaih 514 129 643 | that was quickly remedied. As a whole, the drill was ex- 
Sixty-ninth Infantry.............. 286 240 526 | cellent and steady—for the first night of a season marvel- 
Seventy-first Infantry...... sant 418 73 491 | lously perfect. If the Sixty-ninth can keep it A and im- 
Seventy-ninth Infantry............ 277 226 503 | Prove in proportion during this winter, they positively 
é im an __—| run the Seventh and Twelfth hard. Their company officers 

1,835 769 2,604} Seem to have undergone changes since last winter. We 

SECOND BRIGADE noticed some new faces, and' as a body they looked much 

2 better. The discipline was a) good, and the captains 
: Present. Absent. Total. | kept their men in hand well. While in line the manual was 
Fifth Infantry..................05 480 177 657 | executed. This was poor. Every captain of the left wing, 
Eleventh Infantry............ eoe-+ 358 77 435 | and the color captain, presented sword during the exercise, 
Eighty-fourth Infantry............ 296 130 426 | though no honor was being rendered. The order arms was 
Ninety-sixth Infantry.. ........... 290 164 454 | too loud. It needs to be toned down, to make a crack regi- 
<a —- ——|ment manual. After a short rest, the colonel resumed the 

1,424 348 1,972 | drill by the close column movements, from a halt and 

THIRD BRIGADE. parang ny Far bes all oe in _— from = = 4 

° or on the left when marching. In one deployment (on fourt 

Seventh Infantry........ we - # =. division) the commander of the third ivision allowed his 
Eighth Infantry..........0........ 395 99 6 eS SD eee See Se ee Se ee Se ond BOs 
* 45 ap of ten feet or more, which s e whole movement 
Fifty-fifth Infantry......... phan 229 245 474 By delayin the dressing. Otherwise, al Gham ehametnenine 


were excellent. In right of companies (and divisions) rear 
into column, hardly a single captain did right. Every com- 
pany officer of the Sixty-ninth needs to read the para- 
graphs of the tactics on these subjects, to learn that it is 
the company’s place to dress on the captain, when he halts 
and where he halts, not his to follow them. Their neglect 
of this gives needless trouble to the field officers in chang- 
ing guides, which need never be changed if captains will 
only remember to stop on the line of the old front rank at 
the termination of the about of their right set of four. The 
next movement was double column. . Here the field officer 
placed markers in front of the column, where they shouid 
not have been. The plorpent and deployment were only 
fair, the latter best. The drill closed with right of divigions 
rear into column, the march by the flank, —— line, and 
the advance and retreat inline. The final manual was quite 
fair. Altogether, the Sixty-minth fairly amazed us. ‘They 
have evidently been working hardin their armory since 
tho close of the summer season, and we are glad to see that 
they have waked up to that necessity. For a first night 
their drill was surprisingly good, and no regiment in New 
York need have been ashamed of it. 


Rreve Mattrers.—The regular meeting of directors of the 
N. R. A. on Tuesday, December 7, decided to make one 
more trial for shooting grounds at Philadelpnia. The Cen- 
tennial Commissioners have offered to take the tournament 
officially in charge, and issue diplomas but no prizes. 
Captain Story, statistical officer, reported 1,625 individual 
competitors in the fall matches, and 66 teams, a gain of 50 

r cent. over 1874. Mr. Poppenhusen, President of the 
Pong Island offers, in a letter to the N. R. A., to 
lease them all the land they need to extend Creedmoor, at 
$100 a year, for five years, with the privilege of buying at’ 
$400 an acre at any time..... *.Major Fulton has been start 
ing rifle practice out in Omaha against the riflemen of the 
Plains. He beat thom off-hand by 5 cont., at 200 . 
and at 800 yards, fifteen shots, by 17-per cent..... -Creed- 
moor, Junior, the 100 yard range, recently in the Beach 
Pneumatic Tunnel, corner of Warren street and Broadway, 
New York city, had its first regular match on Wednesday, 
Sergeant Bokofen, Forty-seventh New York, won the first 
with ascore of 42 out of 50; Mr. Beckwith, second ; 
Mr. Webb, third. 





CHANGES IN THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


The following named officers have been commissioned in 
the National Guard, State of New York, during the month 
of November, 1875: 

Fifth Brigade—S. Richards, Lieut.-Col. and A. A. G.; W. 
H. Male, Maj. and J. A.; J. Keep, Maj. and Surg.; J. H. 
Storey, Cap;. and Q. M. 

Eighth Bngade—T. W. Davis, Maj. and Eng. 
Twenty-tirst Brigade—J. M. Oatley, Capt. and Q. M.; F. 
L. Jones, Capt. and A. D. C. 

Fifth Infantry—F. H. t+ First Lieut. and C. 8. 
Tenth Infantry—Ed. B. Ten Broeck, First Lieut. ; B. R. 
Spelman, Jr., Sec. Lieut. 

Eleventh Iofantry—W. von Hortig, C. Oberly, and E. 
Bolonius, Captains: F. W. Lade, G. Wehrenberg, and G. 
Schumano, First Lieutenants. 

Nixteeenth Battalion—C. W. Hyatt, Sec. Lieut. 
‘Twenty-third Infantry—F. G. Richardson, First Lieut. ; 
Thomas M. Gale nd Lieut. 

Twenty-seventh Infantry—A. W. Peck, Capt. and I. R. P. 
A: =~ aca Battalion—J. H. Ostermann, Captain and 
Chaplain. 

Thirty-tifth Battalion—L. F. Phillips, First Lieut. and 
Adjutant. 

orty-fourth Battalion—W. H. Tripp, First, and A. Hor- 
ton, Second Lieutenants. 

Fifty-titth lnfantry—O. F. Turkowsky, Captain. 
Seventy-fourth Infantry—F. L. Finkenstadt, First Lieut. 
Eighty-fourth Infantry—A. J. Colling, Capt. ; E. Moore, 
First, and J. W. Godfrey, Second Lieutenants. 





the drill, was yery unequal in its performance, The fire by 












Ninety-siath Intantry—C, F. Schulze, Captain, 
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Dec. 11, 1875 


First Separate Company, Infantry, Thirty-Brst Brigadé— 
¥. L.- Wallen, Second tenant. 
ms in the National Guard, State 


The following resignatio 
good of Now York, Have been ascopted during the same period : 


Third Cavalry—S. Heindel, First Lieut. F 
Batterv, Twentieth Brigade—S. Blampied, Second Lieut. 
Battery K, First Division—G. Hamann, First Lieut. 

Battery Artillery—C. Killian Second Lieut. 

Second Battalion—J. Burkert, Second Lieut. 

Twentieth Battalion—S. O. Folant, First Lieut. 

Thirty-fifth Battalion—L. C. Greenleaf, Major ; H. Boul- 
ter, Second Lieut. ‘ 

Fiftieth Battalion—J. Estey, Jr., Major. ; 

One Hundred and Tenth Battalion—C. J. Langden, Maj. 

Late Fourth Infantry—C. J. McCarthy, Supernumerary 
First Lieut. : : 

Tenth Infantry—J. H. McDonald, First Lieut. 

Fourteenth Infantry—A. W. Camp, First Lieut. : 

fwenty-first Infantry—H. F. Clark, brevet Capt. and Adj. ; 
L. Ellis, First Lieut. . 

Twenty-third Infantry—C. E. Satterlee, Capt. ; Ed. H. 
Soper, First. Lieut. ; G. H. Earle, Second Lieut. . 

‘hirty-second [nfantry—J. M. Otto, First Lieut. 

Forty-seventh Infantry—A. H. Rogers, Lieut.-Col. 

Twenty-first Brigade—R. B. Miller, Jr., Captain and 
Quartermaster. 





VARIOUS ITEMS. 


— Tue drum corps of the Eleventh New York held their an 
fey ball at Turner Hall, New York city, on Monday, Decem™ 

r 6. 

— Tse second reunion of the Twelfth New York, at their 
armory, Wednesday December 15, at 8 P. mu. 


— Commissary Jacob Hess isthe latest appointment on the 
staff of the Seventy-first New York. 


— Company A, Thirty-second, elects a first lieutenant Satur- 
day, December 11, vice Spitzer, promoted quartermaster. 


— THERE seems to be considerable trouble _in the Separate 
Troop Cavalry, Eleventh New York Brigade. What is Captain 
Kreuscher doing, if anything ’ 

— LrevTEeNant-CoLoneEL F. W. Obernier, Twent, cighth New 
York, celebrated the fortieth anniversary of his birthday last 
week. The d of officers and prominent citizens joined in 
the banquet and speech-making. 

— On Saturday evening, December 4, a number of friends of 
Major Fred. J. Karcher, of the Thirty-second New York, pre- 
sented him with a sword, it being on the occasion of his “tin 
wedding.” It was made of the appropriate material—tin. 

— THE Twenty-third New York recommence their band con 

certs, which were so popular last winter, at the regimental 
armory on Saturday evenings. Conterno’s band furnishes the 
music, and the concerts are always heavily attended. 
: — James C. Rice Post, No. 29, G. A. R. Dept. of New York, at 
No. 58 West Fourteenth street, New York city, had a “calico 
— ” at Irving Hall on Wednesday, December 8. It was well 
and handsomely attended, military guests being present in uni- 
form in large numbers, and was a complete success. 

— Tue list of winners for the Forest and Stream Badges so 
far during the winter, with their scores out of a possible 50, is as 
follows: First Badge.—I. Best score, Wm. Klein, October ,4, 
42; Il. C. A. Cheever, October 28, 44; III. W. B. Farwell, Novem- 
ber, 45; IV. Thos. Lloyd, November 18, 44; V. D. L. Beckwith, 
December 2, 44. Second Badge.—Nearest average centres, same 
dates: 1. G. W. Hamilton, 40; 11. W. B. Farwell, 40; ITl..L. C. 
Bruce, 40; IV. A. Marsh, 40: V.L. O. Sone, 40. Third Badge.— 
Nearest average inners, same dates: I. J. E. Whitley, 30; ll. J. 
D. Hexter, 30; Ill. F. Hyde, 30; IV. C. Blackie, 30; V. C. E. 
Blydenburgh, 30. : 

— Tue list of winners for the Turf, Field and Farm Cups 
during the preeent season, with their scores out of a possible 50. 
is as follows: First Cup.—Best score, I. Robert Taber, October 
28, 41; Il. T. C. Noone, November 11, 46; III. L. C. Bruce, No- 
vember 25, 44. Second Cup.—Nearest thirty-five, same dates: 
I. M. J. Duffy, 85; 11. H. D. Blydenburgh, 35; Ill. ‘T'. W. Seybell, 
34. Third Cup.—Nearest twenty-five, same dates: I. J. Burns, 
25; W. H. Richards, 25; III. C. Coddington, 25. 

— THE summary of shooting for the Forest and Strram Badges 
on Thursday, December 2, was as follows: Forty competitors, 
h. p. 8. 50; first class, 4, average score 42 1-4 points; second 
class, 20, average score 349-10 points; third class,-16, average 
score 24 3-4 ponts. Total average 31.575 points or 63 per cent. 
being about 4 per cent. lower than the contest of November 18. 

— Exections for non-commissioned officers in Company G, 
Twenty-third New York, were held Wednesday, December 21. 
Sergeant W. J. Oliver was elected first sergeant, vice J. L. Ish, 
discharged; Corporal Jas. F. Lawrence, sergeant, vice Oliver, 
promoted; Private Arthur G. Weber, corporal, vice Lawrence, 
promoted; Private Charles F. Guyon, corporal. Civil officers 
were also elected for the year. 

— Mason H.S. Jewell is appointed I. R. P. Fifth New York 
Brigade. Majo> Jewell is the well known long range shot at 
Creedmoor. ‘The creation of the office of I. R. P. in New York State 
has brought into the State militia a body of men of intelligence 
and social standing such as no previous measure has eversuc- 
ceeded in attracting, and Major Jewell is one of the best stamp. 


— WituI1s Van Winkle, “ the Edwin Forrest of the Overlodk,”’ 
author of “The Sixth Company on the March,” the “ Seventh 
ment,’’ etc., has been elected a corporal in Company F, 
Seventn New York. Van isa favorite in Company F, and we 
wish him success in his new position. 

— Fmsrt Lieutenant Harry B, Turner, Company]F, Seventh, 
New York, is wanted elsewhere, but he prafers to let well enough 
alone, aud will remain where heis. The Howitzer Battery wants 
him for a first lieutenant. The Twenty-third New York go one 
better with a captaincy, and even Jersey has talked of importing 
and making a licutenant-colonel out of him. Stay where you 
are, lieutenant. 

—Amatcs of the Yonkers Rifle Association will be beld at 
Morsemere on Friday, December 10, at 12 o'clock, between the 
Scottish-American and the Yonkers Rifle Associations, repre- 
sented by teams of eight. Conditicns of the match: Ten shots 
at 200 yards, and ten shots at 500 yards; weapon, any rifle; sport- 
ing rifles handicapped seven ints. Trains leave Thir:ieth 
street at 10:30, and Forty-second street at 11a. mM. Stages at the 
Yonkers depot. There will be comfortable teuts and refresh- 
ments on the grounds. 

— Tue Board of Ofticers of the Thirty-second New York met 
at the armory on Monday evening for the purpose of taking into 
consideration the propriety of go ne camp during the Fourth 
of July week. Lieutenant-Colonel Rueger, Captain Finkelmeier, 
Captain Lutz, Lieutenant Plant, and jor Karcher were ap- 

inted a committee to confer with a like committee from the 
Twenty-eighth New York and other German organizations in 
the First and Second New York Division, and to make the neces- 
sary arrangements if they deem it advisable. 

—TxE Thirteenth New York has elected Lieutenant-Colone| 
Briggs colonel of the regiment on Wednesday, December 1. That 
officer, while sensible of the honor, hesitates about accepting. 
If he and all the officers of the Thirteenth will show the pluck of 
the Ninth New York, ue can accept and make the regiment what 
it once was. It isa mistake to suppose that a colonel must be 
rich. He needs executive ability, and to develop esprit de corps 
before everything. That is the sole secret of the success of tne 
Seventh aud Ninth New York, Fifth Maryland, and many other 
regiments we could name. 

— WE are requested by the chairman of the band committee 
of the Fifth Maryland to announce that,Mr. C. W. Wernig, late of 
the Seventh New York, has been appointed bandmaster of the 
reviously erroneously announced as 


Fifth Maryland. He was 
e have now in our possession a letter 


of the Fifth New York. 


from Colonel Emmons Clark, of the Seventh, endorsing him as 
fully and handsomely as it is possible to endorse any man; and 

know Colonel Clark are aware that such endorsements - 
and cautiously given by him, We wish Mr. Wernig 
th Maryland every success. 


those who 
are rarel 
and the 
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<Vieitanra wrifes us: At the late procession in honor of | range in the spring, will enable then to compete successfully FOREIGN I 8. a 
Vice-President Wilson’s remains, I noticed that the Ninth paraded | with crack vu’ izations that have had considerable practice at ' 2 , ' 
carried | @pen air shooting. Tue alterations in the Martini-Henry rifle, as pro- 


in fatigue uniform, and in the march up Broadway the 
their pieces at a “‘right shoulder’ and not reversed, as the 
others were. Is this according to regulation? How does the 
Twenty-third cogmnens stand in comparison to the. New York 
regiments as to discipline, social standing, etc. ? The questions 
answer themselves as follows: I. The Ninth paraded in undress 
uniform because their numerous recruits have not the full-dress 
as yet, and turned out about twice as strong as they could have 
done in full-dress. The right shou!der arme was permissible, 
by implication, under the sixth paragraph on page 378 Upton’s 
Tactics. II. We are very glad to say that it is the equal of any. 


— A CORRESPONDENT from Elizabeth, New ep asks how 
n shot is counted when the ball just touches the bull’s-eye or 
centre, the greater part of the bullet being outside the line? If 
any padding of any description is allowed on the breast or other 
parts of the body to rest the gun upon, either at Creedmoor or 
other associations ? In Wingatc’s Manual, section 399, page 101, 
it 18 decided that the shot counts asa hit wherever it touches, 
the diameter of the ball not being taken into consideration. This 
manual is now official in the N. A. andin the States adoptin 
the new rifle practice. The second question must be answer 
in the af¥rmative under present rules. No pad is allowed on the 
butt of the military rifle, but pads in the dress are not now pro- 
hibited, so far as we know, in any regular association. In long 
range tary firing. where the recoil is more severely felt on the 
collar bone than in off-hand shooting, they are very useful. 


— Tue following communication has been lately received at 
the Adjutant-General’s Office in several States, in which several 
interesting questions are propounded, the majority of which will 
require some pretty good guessing before they can be answered, 
at least ag the ‘matter now stands. Philadelphia, November, 
1875.. To the Adjutant-General—Dear sir: In the interest of the 
people cf Philadelphia and the visitors to the city next year, we 
would respectfully ask for information—first, as to the number 
of uniformed militia in your State; second, as tothe probable 
number that will come here next year, and as far as possible the 
names and numbers of the respective regiments and companies; 
third, the probable date at which they will arrive; fourth; if 
prepared with camp equipage. For the citizens’ committee of 
arrangements, Joseph Hirst, E. B. Norton, D. Toomey, Har- 
manus Neff, sub-committee on military. 


— THE commissions of the following officers have been vacated 
for not appeating before the New York State Board : Second 
Lieutenant; Stanislaus R: Binmcke, Thirty-second regiment; 
Second Lieutenant Joseph A. Meyer, Fifty-fourth regiment; First 
Lieutenapt E. H. Freeman, Seventy-fourth regiment; Second 
Lieutenant William H. Finlay, Seventy-fourth regiment. Cap- 
tain George D. Emerson, Seventy-fourth regiment has been pro- 
nounced by the board unqualified for the office he holds. In the 
cases of Captain Joseph hoses, Inspector of Rifle Practice Seven- 
ty-ninth regiment, and Second Lieutenant James Beattie, Twen- 
ty-first regiment, the board report both officers as unqualified, 
but recommend thatthey be allowed sixty days in which to 
qualify themselves, at the end of which time they,be ordered to 
appear again before the board for examination. 





MASSACHUSETTS. 


Fourts BattTaLion.—This command held an inspection and 
drillat the ** drill shed” in Boston on Thursday, December 4. 
Qnly. one company was on band at the time specitied in orders, 
$ P.sM.;and the adjutant’s call was not sounded uutil — nine, 
owing to the non-arrival of the others. Inspection was first in 
order, and ina number of instances was far from satisfactory. 
The men were decidedly unsteady, talking and turning their 
heads, somevsyen assuming ‘in place rest,”’ individually, after 
the inspetting officers had passed.’ Several of the enlisted men 
appeared in Yatigue caps, when the order called for full-dress, 
and one company had fatigue caps attached. to their buttons, 
while the other three did not. The inspecting officers also 
showed a tendency to “‘ skim over things—”’ a very serious fault. 
These, together with other points of minor importance, gave the 
inspection a loose appearance. A short battalion drill followed, 
comprising the simpler movements. The marching was good 
at times, more often irregular and wavering, and in a number of 
instances badly cut up; the cadence, however, was excellent, 
particularly in quick and common time. Wheeling about by 
fours in column was poor, the fouis coming into collision,caus- 
ing considerable confusion. Single rank change was very well 
done, distances being very uniformly kept. Advance and re- 
treat in line of battle was also well done, ulignments being well 
preserved. The close column movements, as a general thing, 
were poorly executed. In wheeling fours into line; in right of 
companies, rear into column; and to the right, close column of 
companies; much confusion occurred, from the fours not keeping 
propet distance, causing gaps. Officers, especially the adjutant, 
also need to bear in mind that the guides should be instructed to 
take their positions, and not pulled into them. Atthe closeof 
the battalion drill each company in turn took the floor for com- 
pany movements, having five minutes allowed them for that 
ponmees. The companies, without exception, did finely, the 
mprovement over last year being very marked. The only bad 
circumstance, one which seriously marred the exhibition, was 
the action of the companies not vomey £ who — the 
company drill by clapping and pounding the butts of their pieces 
upon the floor. This is only tit for the Mulligan Guards, not 
for the Fourth Massachusetts. At theclose of the company drill 
the companies were Rp in charge of their respective com- 
manders, who returned with them to their armories. Notwith- 
standing the specified errors, the movements were quite fair, and 
if the battalion holds regular drills we see no reason why it 
should not give a-very creditable exhibition at brigade inspec- 
tion. The weak points at present appear to be in wheeling 
about by fours, in column, and in the close column movements, 
portiousety the latter, where a little perusal of the tactics could 
e made to advantage by the company officers, who, almost 
without exception, are weak inthis direction. The inspection 
also needs looking 5 by all hands, the inspecting officers more 
than any one. The idea should be instilled into the men that 
the inspector is of more consequence than some friend at the 
other end ofthe hall. These few points corrected, the Fourth 
will make a very good showing. 


Caanegs.—The following are the changes registered at the 
Adjutant-General’s office for the week ending December 4: 

Conditional Commissions—First Corps Cadets, Captain, 
Chas, J. Williams. 

Fall Commissions—Second Battalion of Infantry, Second Lieu- 
tenant, Robert Bell. 

Resigned and Discharged--Fifth Infantry, First Lieutenant 
Wm. 8. Howe. 


In G. O. No. 20, A. G. O., date of December 1, the Commander- 
in-Chief thanks the militia who performed duty on the 29th 
November as escort to the late Vice-President’s funeral. 


it is understood that the new rifle club is to be called the Mas- 
sachusetts Rifle Association. 

ANOTHER gathering of those gentlemen interested in rifle prac- 
tice, occurred Saturday, November 27, at Spy pond, when they 
again tried their skill with the rifle. This time the targets used 
were four feet equare, having an 8 in. bull’s-eye, 26 in. center, 
and 42 in. inner, a somewhat nearer — to the proper ones, 
than those used at the last practice. e distance was 2U0 yards, 
ten shots, fired from the shoulder standing, no rests. H. p. s. 50. 
Below are the scores of the best shots: Osgood, 41; Hazelton, 
41; Kirkwood, 41; Jackson, 41. Five others made 49 each. 


RHODE ISLAND. 


_ A. G. O.—The Manual of Rifle Practice, 
by Colonel Geo. W. Wingate, of New York, is officially adopted 
for the instruction of the militia of this State. While it is not 
considered necessary or advisable to order the course of instruc- 
tion therein prescribed to be pursued, yet the several command- 
ing officers are recommended to devote considerable time and 
attention to the instruction of their commands in this specialty. 
It is confidently believed (and the experience gained in other 
States warrants the belief) that no other drill will tend more to 
elevate the tone, to increase the interest and efficiency, or to fill 
up the ranks of the several commands, will this. 

An adoption of this manual, and a careful instruction in it 
during the winter, by any o: zation, will enable its members 
te acquire-a skill, which, with a slight practice upon the rifle 


peopeees and revised 


Srconp BaTtTation.—Company A, of this command, was in 
spect ed on pene ereeiet, December 2% at 8 o'clock, in their 
armory at Warren, R.1I., by Quartermaster-General C. R. Den- 
nis, accompanied by Captain Arnold, of the staff, and General 
T. W. Chase, commanding First Brigade. The company, looked 
finely and equipments and other State property in very fine 
condition. ‘hey have two brass six-pounders French cannon in 
their possession, cast at Strasbourg in 1790. Their history is not 
known; were sent to this State by the U.S. Government after 
the Revolutionary War. 


ANNUAL InsPECTION.—The annual inspection of the militia, 
armoriey, arms, equipments, and other State property will be 
made by Quuartermaster-General Charies R. Dennis, during De- 
cember and January, the different commands appearing in full- 
dress uniform. At present the militia is composed of twenty- 
nine companies of infantry, two batteries of; light artillery, aud 
three companies of cavalry, organized as one division, consisting 
of two brigades, six battalions infantry, one battalion cavalry, 
one battalion light artillery, and three iudependent commands. 


First Lieut Inrantry.This regiment has secured land on 
South Main street, Providence, upon which to erect an mers, 
one hundred a. by one hundred fifty feet, at a cost 0: 
$75,000. The building association is being organized, and al- 
rooney the subscription stock has reached one hundred thousand 

ollars. 


Newport ARTILLERY.—This organization paraded November 
18 with eighty-tive muskets, and nineteen field, line, and sta 
otticers, in compliment to their coMmander, Colonel Jobn Hall 
Powell. This old command, chartered in 1741, now parades a 
larger number of men and is better disciplined than at any time 
during its loug existence, 





A Japanese frigate, commanded by Captain Ito, 
started Nov. 11, on a cruise in American waters. . She 
touches first at San Francisco. 


THERE was a further trial of Lay’s improved torpe- 
do boat, from torpedo Station, at Newport Dec.3. It 
proceeded a distance of three-fourths of a mile from 
shore and returned and appeared to work satisfactory. 
The trial was witnessed by a sub-committee appointed 
by the Navy Department and a few naval officials: 


Ar the dinner of the St. Andrew’s Society of Mem- 
phis, Tenn., on St. Andrews day, Nov. 30th, the toast 
to ‘Scotland and Her People at the Present Time,” 
was responded to by Jefferson Davis. He was follow- 
ed by Major and Brevet Lieut. Col. Geo. Gibson, of 
the Fifth Infantry, in response to the toast of the Army 
and Navy of the United States. 


TuE London Globe of Dec. 8 reports that six frigates 
now at the East Indies will shortly leave for the Medi- 
terranean via the Suez Canal. They compose the de- 
tached squadron under the command of Rear Ad- 
miral Lambert, which, according to previous arrange- 
ment, was to have remained in the East India waters 
until next March. The combined crews number over 
3,000 men. This will be the first time that a whole 
squadron belonging to a foreign Power has passed at 
once through the canal. 


In the Standard of Nov. 19th is an account of the 
trial of the81 ton gun. It goes on to say, ‘‘the pro- 
jectile weighed about 1260 pounds, including the cop- 
per gas eheck invented by Major Maitland, the value 
of which is so clearly demonstrated in preventing the 
rush of powder gas past the projectile, etc.” English 
artillerists have aiways pooh-poohed the American 
system of expanding projectiles, just as they did the 
mammoth powder of Rodman, but here they are 
christening our expanding band a gas-check and coolly 
appropriating it as they did the powder. 


THE Forty-Fourth Congressof the United States met 
on Monday, December 6, Senator Ferry, of Michigan, 
president of the Senate, pro tempore, in the place of 
Vice-President Wilson, deceased, occupying the chair 
of the Senate. The House organized at the same time, 
by the election of Mr. Michael C. Kerr, member from 
Indiana, as Speaker. The first day was spent in ex- 
amining the credentials of members and administrating 
the oath, after which Senate and House advised the 
President that they were ready to proceed to business, 
and adjourned tili next day. On Tuesday the Presi- 
dent’s Message and the accompanying reports were re- 
ceived and the House adjourned without further action 
till Friday. The various House committees have not 
yet been chosen but will probably be announced next 
week. 


The following is General Babcock’s letter asking for 
a Court of Enquiry : 


Wasuineton, D. C., Dec. 2 


2, 1875. 
The President ; 

Str: On the 29th ult., in the trial of W. O. Avery, 
before the United States Court at St. Louis, Mo., one 
of the prosecuting attorneys, Hor. J. H. Henderaon, 
introduced certain telegrams, alleged to have been 
sent by me to Messrs. McDonald and Joyce, recently 
convicted of complicity in the whisky frauds, and is 
reported in the St. Louis Globe-Democrat as having 
used the following language :—(Here follows the lan- 
guage of Mr. Henderson, to the effect that he intended 
to prove that General Babcock was in the Ring). 
Upon being informed of this charge, he telegraphed 
to D. P. Dyer, United States District Attorney at St. 
Louis, on the 30th ult., as follows : 

Iam absolutely innocent, and every telegram which I sent will 


appear perfectly innocent the moment I can be heard. I de- 
mand a hearing before the Court. When can I testify? 


And received upon the same day the following tele- 
gram : 

The evidence iu the Avery case is closed. The next case in- 
volving the question of conspiracy is set for the :5th of Decem- 
ber. DAVID P. DYER, District Attorney. 

The opportunity to answer the cbarges contained in 
the above speech has been thus denied me, and being 
left without any opportunity to vindicate myself, I re- 
spectfully demand a Court of Inquiry, and request 
tnat an immediate investigation be ordered. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. O. Bascocg. 


Colonel of Engineers, United States Army. 











posed by a committee of naval officers that inquired 
into this subject, in order to render the weapon better 
adapted for service afloat, have been generally 
approved, and the War Office will cause these im- 
provements to be carried out before supplies are sent 
on board Her Majesty’s ships. 

ConsEQUENT on the adoption by the admiralty of 
the Martin anchor, as the one to be brought into 
general use in the navy for iron-clads, Mr. Martin, 
the patentee, has been ordered to supply four of his 
patent self-canting anchors to each of the following 
ships. namely, Injlezible, Alezandra, Temeraire, Nelson, 
and Northampton. *" 

In a leading article on the condition of the French 
army at the commencement of the last war, the Lou- 
don Times concludes: But, after all, every*thinking 
man must feel how very little is known of the details 
of the twe services outside a small professional class, 
and that the pation which reposes in confidence that 


@|it has the most complete army, the best ships and 


guns that are to be obtained for money, may awake 
some day to the discovery that some flaw in the sys- 
tem has destroyed the efficiency of the whole. 

Is it not scandalous, exclaims Broad Arrow,, that 
Captain Dawkins, of the Vanguard, should,be fined 
£400, the value of his effects, in addition to the loss 
of his ship, and all because he was unlucky enough 
to be rammed by accident in a fog, while other offi- 
cers, under the protection of court influence, have 
received rings and jewelry in commemoration of their 

allantry when they rammed a sailing yacht in broad 
Gaylight ? Who is it that is responsible for this 
gross injustice? Is it the Treasury or Admiralty ? or 
have we again an instance of the malign influence of 
a clique about the court resentful at the exposure of 
the Alberta case by the sinking of the Vanguard ? 

Tue French War Office has just completed a gene- 
ral view of all the halting-places in the country, with 
an indication of the accommodation the7 can ofter 
to troops on the march. It is ten years since this 
work of revision was undertaken, and consequently. 
the information afforded by the authorities had be- 
come very defective. The work is printed in the 
form of a small pamphlet, and several thousand 
copies have been sent to the Generels, Commanders 
of Corps, Intendants, Prefets, and Sous-Prefets. The 
authorities, botb military and civil, will now, there- 
fore, be.provided with precise and detailed particu- 
lars respecting every locality, and in future troo 
on the march will not have to suffer from certain 
errors or difficulties which they had to contend witb . 
during the lato war. ; 

Engineering states that Messrs. Latimer Clark, 
Standfield and Co., have received orders from the 
Russian government to construct one of their deposit- 
ing docks at Nicolaeff on the Black Sea. The dock 
is primarily intended for lifting the new circular 
iron-cladg recently built there, which, being 100 feet 
and 120 feet in diameter, are much too large to 
through any dock gates, but it is equally adapted 
for raising ordinary iron-clads and merchant vessels. 
The great novelty and peculiarity of this form of 
dock is, however, that it not only raises vessels of 
either form, but lifts them bodily out of the water 
and deposits them in any number high and dry on 
platforms along the shore. The details have been 
worked out under the personal supervision of 
Admiral Popoff, to whom is due the arrangement by 
which the dock is made capable of lifting both lopg 
and circular vessels. 

Lorp Napier of Magdala has ip ee: the forma- 
tion of classes at Umballa and Lucknow, with the 
view of qualifying officers as superintendents, and 
non-commissioned officers as instructors in gymnas- 
tics and fencing. Lord Napier wij this year con- 
tinue to bestow prizes to the best shots both in the 
British and native army. The-first, of carbine prize 
for the Royal artillery and British cavalry, will con- 
sist of a sword, value £10, open to competition vy 
every non-commissioned officer and soldier; the 
twenty best shots of cavalry regiments and five in 
batteries of artillery at the two hundreds yards’ dis- 
tance to compete for the prize at 200 and 300 yards, 
five shots at each distance; an entrance fee of one 
rupee to form money prizes, the best shot to carry 
off the sword and the first money prize. The British 
infantry will receive two prizes besides money prizes, 
the first being a cup, value £70, for the highest score 
by twenty champions of any one regiment or garrison 
battery, at 500 and 600 yards; and the second a 
watch, to be won by the individual making the high- 
est aggregate score in the second stage of the match. 
The native infantry will compete for a gold medal at 
the same distances, the winner to receive 100 rupees 
besides the medal. The competition will commence 
generally on December 26, and conclude on Janu- 


ary 4. 








From all parts of Germany, says Broad Arrow, 
we continue to receive reports of the unremitting 
activity of the military authorities of that country. 
From Berlin we hear of the re-arming of the active 
army with the new Manser rifle haviog been com- 
pleted, attention is turned to the Landwehr, and 
measures are being taken to equip that force also 
with the improved firearm. In order to do-this,.and. 





at the same time to provide a sufficient number to be 
kept in reserve in the arsenals, a total number of 
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1,600,000 rifles, including those already issued to the 
regular army, will be required. The Land:turm is to 
be entirely armed with breech-loading rifles, and for 
its use there are stored in the arsenals 680,000 con-, 
verted needle-guns, 300,000 Werder rifles, and 8,000 
converted Chassepots. It is also authoritatively 
announced that in the ensuing spring the last five 
classes of the artillery reserves will be called in to 
undergo a six weeks’ training in the use of the new 
field-pieces. From Coblentz we hear that officers of 
the general staft are engaged in making a careful 
survey of the neighborhood, with a view of prepar- 
iag plans for new forts, which are to be constructed 
on an extended perimeter, so as to embrace and cover 
the new railway bridge. The extension of the works 
round Spandau is also to be begun before the end of 
the year ; while from France it is reported that agents 
of the Germar government have arrived in the De- 
partments of the Orne, in o:der to purchase horses 
for the use of the German army, and prepared, it is 
said, to give very high prices for suitable animals. 


In an article on mancuvres in the dark, the Naval 
and Military Gazette says: Night operations entered 
largely into the exercises carried on during the last 
autumn manceuvresin France, It would seem, then, 
that the French have not failed to grasp an in 
ference which may reasonably be arrived at from the 
experience of recent war—namely, that in future 
campaigns night operations will become even more 
and more frequent, and will play a very prominent 
part in the warfare of the future. Any attempt to 


18th of November by the aid of two air-pumps with 





assault a position defended by men armed with 
rapid-tiring arms of precision must simply lead tothe | 
assailants being massacred, unless during their ad- | 
vance they can obtain cover from tbe murderous fire 
poured upon them. Now, of all cover, a thick dark- 
ness will most effectually screen and shelter men 
moving forward to an attack. A careful study of 
the details of the campaigns cartied on against the 
relieving armies which were formed on the Loire and 
on the north and west of Paris will show that the 
Germans did not fail to appreciate and profit by the | 
advantage which darkness thus offers to an assailant, 
for we tind them more than once carrying by night 
positions which were too strong to be assaulted by 
daylight, or upon which their onslaught had pre-| 
viously failed. To use the words of Sir Garnet | 
Wolseley, when writing of shelter trenches, ‘‘the | 
practical development of this kind of warfare has) 
yet to be attained, and that its adaptation in actual 
war, when first practised in earnest, will surprise the 
world as much by its astounding effect as did the | 
breechloading rifle ia 1866.” That men may by 
much practice be taught to manceuvre in the dark 
can hardly be doubted, and therefore we must grant 
that the French have taken a step in the right direc- 
tion, and a step ahead of Ptow doo in introducing 
the practice of night operations into the programme 
of their autumnal military exercises, 
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the tide. The ship was gradually lifted, and ulti- 
mately, with the assistance of the government ligbt- 
ers and steamtugs, she was towed inte the harbor. 
This experiment has fully proved the principle of 
the Popoff air-bag and confirmed its utility for raising 
sunken vessels. The bag used was presented by the 
Emperor of Russia to the English Admiralty, for ex- 
perimental purposes, measures 22 feet in length, with 
a diameter ot 12 feet, and resembles a cylindrical boiler 
in shape, having rounded ends. It has a total displace- 
ment of about 60 tons. The bag itself is constructed 
of canvas and vulcanised india rubber, and is enclosed 
in strong and firmly compacted mstting formed of 
tarred spunyarn. The whole isenveloped in a netting 
of 3-4 inch rope, which is further strengthened by 
longitudinal and transverse bands of strong warps. 
These not only enable the bag to be readily attached to 
the exterior sides of a sunken ship, but are so arranged 
as to first receive the pressure of the air from within; 
or, rather, to feel the strain of the upward tendency of 
the air-bag, produced by the difference between its 
own weight and the weight of the water which it dis- 
places—and so prevent the bag from bursting. As to 
the use of this bag for raising the Vanguard, the Lon- 
don Times says: *“* While the bag may be the means of 
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which can be done with the Vanguard is to blow her 
up and afterwards recover her guns and as much of 
the wreck as possible.” It is reported that Colonel 
Gowan, the American engineer who raised the Russian 
fleet at Sebastcpol, has been applied to by the Admi- 
relty with reference to raising the Vanguard. 
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MARRIED. 


[Announcements of Marriages and Births rirry cENTs each, 
and the -i:nature and address of the party sending should 
accompany the notice.] 





Burt—McDovuaat..—At Jefferson Barracks, Mo.. on Wednes- 
day, Dec. 1, 1875, by Rev. Dr. eee OLIvER P. Bue, of New 
York City, to Josgpuine McDoveat. Buet, daughter of Brevet 
Brig. Gen. Chas McDougall, U. 8. A. (Retired.) 

HeEacock—Coxs.—On the 1s‘ inst.. at the residence of the 
bride's father, at Reading, Pa., by the Rev Wm. P. Orrick, Dean 
of Christ’s Cathedral, Witutt1am Crawrorp Heacock, U. 8. N., 
to AnnizE E. Coxe, daughter of Wm. M. Griscom, Esq. 

Inwin—Duncan.—On Nov. 30, 1875, by the Rev. Samuel H. 
Thompson, at the Presbyterian Church, Lewisburg, Penn , Lieut. 





floating the Oberon, it is highly questionable whether 
any number of similar bags would prove efficacious in 
bringing the Vanguard to the surface. The position 
of the vessel, no less thaa its immense size, is against 
the success of the undertaking. The Vanguard has a 
displacement of 5,899 tons, and besides becoming 
embedded in, is fast being filled with sand. On the 
whole, therefore, the amount of dead weight to be 
lifted is upwards of 5,000 tons. To lift this mass 
would require about eighty-five of Admiral Popofl’s 
bags, which, at £350 each, would entail an expendi- 
ture of some £30,000 for bags alone. When to this 
is added the cost of labor and material, and the cost 
of floating and repairing the Vanguard in case of her 
being recovered, the total will form a tolerable pro- 
portion of the price of a new iron-clad. But the 
ominous probability must not be lost of that, after 
the country has incurred the great preliminary ex- 
pense, the attempt to raise the Vanguard might not 
prove successful, Indeed, the successful application 
of the Russian system depends in a great measure 
upon the bags being attached to the ship by means 
of cables passed underneath its keel, and this is 
clearly impossible in the case of the Vanguard, which 
rests upon a level bed of sand at a depth of nearly 
twenty fathoms. The depth, in fact, is so great that 
the divers are prevented from working, not only in 
consequence of the extreme pressure of the water 
(52 1-4 lb. to the square inch), which distresses their 
breathing and paralyzes their limbs, but by reason of 
the thirty fathoms or so of loose piping which draws 
them back. Then another formidable obstacle to be 
encountered is the exposed situation and the very 
great rapidity with which the tide courses at the 
spot where the Vanguard lies. Indeed, practical men 





are fast coming to the conclusion that the only thing 





D. A. Irwin, Fourth Cavalry, to Miss ADELLE Duncan, Lewis- 
burg, Pa. No cards. 

Jones—Litrie.—At Christ ~“p = Buffalo, N. Y.. on Nov_ 30, 
1875, by the Rev. M. Cleveland Hyde, Francis B. Jonzs, U. 8. 
Army, to JENNIE R. LittLe, Washington, D. C. 
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Casry.—At Fort Larned, Kas., November %, of consumption, 
Aveta T., wife of Capt. James 8, Casey, Fifth U.S. Infantry, 
daughter of the late Brevet Brig.-Gen. W, A. Thornton, U. 8. 
Ordnance. 

Gittem.—At his residence (Soldier's Rest), near Nashville, 
Tenn., at 5 o'clock a.m., December td, Colonel A. C. Guttem, 
First U. S. Cavalry, Brevet Major-General U. 8. Army, aged 45 
years. 

Van Antwerp.—At “Strawberry Hill,’’ near Upper Marlboro, 
Md., (tbe residence of his daughter. Mrs. ©. V. A. Clagett) on 
Thursday, December 2d, at 7.15 a.m., Capt. V. S. Van ANTWERP, 
M. S. K., U. S. Army, in the 6@th year of his age. 

Curry.—At Fort Monroe, Va., on Saturday, Nov. 27, 1875, 
Arruur M. Curry. 15 years, 3 months, and six days old, son of 
First Lieut. James a Fifth Regt. U. 8. Artillery. 

While hunting near Hampton, Va., on Nov. 27th, Arthur ae- 
cidentally shot himeelf through the hes rt, dying almost instantly 
in the arms of his younger and only brother. This most distress- 
ing calamity falls with threefold force in this instance, Lieut. 
Curry having lost a most amiable and devoted wife, and lovely 
little daughter on the Ist day of March last by accidental drown- 
ing. ‘Arthur was a bright, manly, intelligent youth. of great 
promise, handsome in person, of quiet, gentlemanly manuers, 
and lovable disposition. His lossis universally regretted by the 
officers and men, and citizens geuerally. The teachers and scho- 
lars of the Webster Institute, of Norfolk, Va., of which he was a 
member of the senior class, chartered a steamer and came to his 
funeral in a body, placing a wreath of roses on his grave. This 
touching tribute of respect to the memory of their deceased 
companion and friend was voluntary evidence of the pure moral 


character of the unfortunate boy. The funeral cortege was very 
large, composed of the brother officers of Lieut. Curry, their 
families and friends, and of citizens and soldiers, 
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Navy DEPARTMENT, 
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November 27, 1875. 
IE NAVY DEPARTMENT will offer for sale 
at public auction, the following named 
vessels : 
AT THE UNITED States Nava Station, New 
London, on Monday, the 27th of December, 1875, 
at 12 o'clock m., the U.S. Steamer Severn, of 
2,000 tons measurement. 
At THE Unitep States Navy Yarp, New 
York, on Tuesday, the 28th of December, 1875, at 
12 o'clock M., the U.S. Steamer Delaware,’ of 
2,490 tons measurement. 
At THE United States Navy Yarp., Norfolk, 
on Friday, the 3ist of December, 1875, at 12 
o'clock m., the U. 8. Ship St. Lawrence, of 1,475 
tons, and the U. 8, Ship Macedonian, of 1,140 tons 
measurement, 
The vessels will be offered as they lie; the 
steam vessels to be sold with such machinery as 
may be on board of them on day of sale. They 
may be examined at any time previous to the dey 
of sale upon application to the Commandant of 
the Yard or Station where they are, respectively, 
who will exhibit to persons desiring to bid an 
inventory of such articles as may be sold with 
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Thirty (30) per centum of the purchase mone 
must be deposited at time of sale, and the bal- 
ance paid in cash when the sale is confirmed by 
the Department: the vessels to be removed 
withia ten days from the date of such confirma- 
tion. 

The Government reserves the right to with- 
draw the vessels, or either of them, from sale, 
to confirm the sale, and to reject any bid or offer 
which may be considered inadequate. 
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Presses from $4 to 
$250. Send Three Cent Stamp 
for Catalogue to W.¥. Epwarps, 








of the JounnaL, will be delivered at this office, 





No. 1409 Cuestnut Street, Pama. 





Send for Circularr, 


Pi Price £1.50. or sent to ary address, 





Church Stree , New York, 


ARMY 2AND NAVY. JOURNAL. 





Decrempsr 11, 1875 














“CROSSED RIFLES,’’ 


THE 


NEW ORNAMENT FOR THE INFANTRY, 


NOW READY, 


GOLD CAP CORDS FOR OFFICERS’ FORAGE CAPS. 


ORDERS BY MAIL PROMPTLY ATTENDED TO. 


SEND FOR ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST. 


BENT & BUSH, 


IMPORTERS AND MANUFACTURERS OF ALL 


KINDS OF mar AND NAVY EQUIPMENTS. 


Established 1823. . 


446 and 447 





hacer ac Seees, 


Boston, BASS.» 





THE 


LEADING MILITARY 
CLOTHING HOUSE. 


Especial facilities and long experience in Military Tailoring enable us to offer 





superior inducements in style, workmanship and price. We give caretul atten- 
tion to State contracts, and orders from Regiments, Companies, Bands, Military 
Institutes and individual officers. 

Information forwarded upon application, and our book of styles supplied to 


orgapizations contemplating uniform, free of charge. 

















BROADWAY AND GRAND ST., BROADWAY AND WARREN ST., 


-Box 2256, P. O. New YorE. 





SHANNON, MILLER & CRANE, 
No. 46 Maiden Lane, New York, 


IMPORTERS AND MANUFACTURERS OF 


RY GO 


4 + 


Ds. 






New Regulation Cap Ornament for 
infantry Officers. 


Helmets, Caps, Sashes, Epaulettes, Swords, Shoulder Knots, Straps, Belts and Equipments 


enerally. 
° Lace, Buttons and Trimmings for Army, Navy, National Guard, Marine Corps, Revenue, Mili- 
— Schools, me Firemen Railroad Vaitorue, etc., etc. 


J. W. JOHNSTON, ‘THE ELASTIC HORSE SHOE CO. 


260 Grand St., New York. NEW YORK OFFICE : 
mg 118 Liberty Street. 
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#35 SesSizes The best Gareiry cnt Actes Bene Shoe in 
~ we hil Ses SZ the world. It is the only Mastic shoe e, 
SESS3 Fam |waich will last as jong 20 crdinar ary irom ches 
now use. jammer as 
Unpenammnre & Daavens a0 Porvtan Prices Winer. Sod zalerey eva nope aang it gre 
one ess tran 
52920 ied stinona free. Ad- ies of omic alae 'o used in 
Stinson & Co. . jthemon. They are fitted to the hoof 





FRED. JULIUS KA KALDENBERG, 


MBER ¢ goons DS, MERRSCHA UM PIPES 
- D SEGAR HOLDERS. 









Monograms, . its from Photographe,Crests and 
Pipes of any Shape or Design Marie to Order. 
Sole agent for Bracher’s Freach root pipes, 


. oe _ I have an immense assortment. 
N.B. By a New Process, Pipes are boiled so that the color remains, no 
matter Be much or bow “hot it is smoked. 


stores.) 





Corner of Nassau and John sts., 


4 6 Joun Sr. 6 Astor House, Broadway, 
rad. Box 91 ~My , New York City 


Send for Tiustated Catalogues. 


POLLARD, LEIGHTON & CO., 
104 TREMONT STREET, BOSTON, 
IMPORTERS AND MANUFACTURERS OF 
MILITARY GOODS, 
Banners and Flags. 


S, SASHES, EPAULETTES, CHAPEAUX, HELMETS, CAPS, SHOULDER 
senate: KNOTS, STRAPS, AIGUILETTES, GAUNTLETS 





No. 


GOLD AND SILVER 
LACES, FRINGES, CORDS, BRAIDS, TASSELS, BUTTONS, ROSETTES, STARS. 


POLLAK'S .MEERSCHAUM DEPOT 


27 JOHN ST., 4 doors west of Nassau. 


Received a Diploma in 1863 and a Medal in 1865, from the American Insti- 
tute, these being the first premiums awarded in this country for Meerschaum 





Goods. 
Any special designs of Pipes or Cigar-holders cut to order within 10 
days’ notice, Pipes, etc., cut from Photographs, Monograms, Crests, etc., a specialty. 
Satisfaction will be guaranteed in all cases, Mr. Pollak having been engaged in this business 
for 42 years. 


Repairing done and ambers fitted at the shortest notice. 
A finely illustrated circular will be sent free of charge on ae toP. 0. Box 6009. 


Rn 


DREKA 


1121 Chestnut St., Phila. 
FINE STATIONERY 





JOHN JUST & BRO., 


613 


Broadway, New York 


Main FURNISHERS 


and Naywy 


| Arm. 
pon 13 W FINE 
. OAL ‘ ‘ ~ 5 s+ 
Seek Engraving. | BROAD fustom seem a 
Sample Book and Prices of Fine Note Papers! vB 
sent on application. he th 
Mail Orders Receive Prompt Attention. 


SMOKE EIUAAMEIGH 


It is shaved from aes best Natural Leaf, for Meer-| 
schaum and Cigarettes. Does not make the tongue) 
sere. Samp’ fore on receipt of 20 cents. Highest 
award, Vienna, ae. Send for circular, 
Kimball & Co., 
Peerless Senne Works, Rochester, N. Y. 


FOR ARMY ‘AND NAVY. 
Vanity Fair calms the brain, caresses the 
nerves, and as a semi-conscious act furnishes: 


just sufficient nucleus for floating thoughts and rpasse 
fancies to crystalizeabout. Best dealers have it. : : BS —_ Bw ty 


BEST IN THE wou. , YOUR DEALER Sonne of 1 Ib. only. 


With Vanity Fair ry ml commune sweetly! 
all the day long; incense for your success; Mazard’s **‘ American Sporting.?’; | 
Pt ey ben —_ for your disappointment. Best Hen. 1 (ane) to3 3 (coarse.) In 1 Ib. canisters and 

ORES AGVS 5 ib. kegs. So. quick and clean, for 

Vanity Fatr.—We wish those who hear of this haat and prairie ooting, Well adapted to 
tobacco the first time, to ask some friend about) uplan guns. 
it. Many people know it; they invariably| Hlasera’s ““Duck Shooting.” 

‘ g- 


praise 
|Nos. 3 » ry he he 5 (coarse). In 1 and 5 Ib. canistera 





‘THE 








ME HAZARD POWDER (0. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


Gunpowder. 


Hazard’s *‘Electric?» Powder. 











Particular attention given to orders by mail. 





Imported and Domestic Cigarette paper for sale| and 6 and 12% lb. kegs. Burns ly and 
| clean, ay * remarkably close, aud 

RUFUS SMITH } great For field, forest, or 

9 | water shooting, it ranks any other brand, and 









663 Broadway, N. £ == equally serviceable for muzzle or breech; 
er. 


FINE DRESS Hazard’s ‘ insta Rife.” 


FFFG, FFG, and “‘ Sea Shooting” FG, ne sof 
SHI RTS 25, 123g and 6% Ibs. and cans o 5 lbs. Gis 
also packed in 1 and 3 lb canisters. a 


TO ORDER, | ra 1— mole. he FFFG Sond yt fom 

‘avorite brands for ordinary » the 

FURNISHING GOODS | ‘Sea Shooting” FG is the standard Bile pow 
forwarded to any Post in| der of the conn 


the United States. 
™ Send for Circular. 





| SUZERIOR MINING AND BLASTING 
POWDER. 








|*, SomeTuine For EVERY/CARTRIDGE, CANNON AND MUSKET POW- 
Smoxer.— An Indispensable) “ DER ; ALSO SPECIAL GRADES FOR ZX- 
PE — = at R PORT, 0. ANY UIRED GRAIN OR 
an com W 
<I | chat cased tthe pocket) "OOP > 
La pe me this|_ The above can be had of deal or of the 
country for the first time. s Agents in every prominent city, 
ee ES] Se Sent post paid on receipt of|OF W: le at our office, 











88 Wali Street, New York. 


Address 
Waraan & Watcm, 212 Main St, Buffalo, N.Y. 

















